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Our best issue ever! 

Post-war covers:  Dr. Michael Samuels 

wows us again with some truly great 

post-war covers of some infamous 

prisoners.  You have to see to believe! 

The Channel Islands Society:  They 

had an incredible auction- and you 

should see what they had! 

A New Discovery:  J Richard Fleet 

shows us an independently verified 

unique fraudulent Hitler Head, 

inspired by one of our articles 

Soldbuch: Carlos Rios gives us a great 

image of a Soldbuch, with expert 

commentary by our group 

A Praha cancellation:  Walter Deem 

has questions about a very unusual 

cancellation, and my, do our readers 

have the answers.  So much to learn 

here. 

Benjamin Beede:  He gives us more of 

his wisdom of years of collecting. 

Plus:  Danzig, Stamps of the Third 

Reich, AuctionWatch, and of course, 

Trivia.  What an issue! 

 

The Great American Stamp Show is 

upon us, and the Third Reich Study 

Group will be there.  I will be 

traveling to Chicago from August 

12-15 to represent our fine group 

at the American Philatelic Society’s 

annual show.  I hope to bring 

pamphlets, sample journals, and 

other goodies to show the 

philatelic world the fascination of 

collecting stamps from this 

turbulent era.  If you want to 

participate, or just have ideas on 

how to make the show more of a 

success, email me at 

ctkolker@mail.com 

PS.  The revised study guide will be 

up in the Fall.  It will be better than 

ever, I promise! 

Articles!!! You have them, I need 

them.  Send any information to: 

ctkolker@mail.com and see your 

wisdom, collection, or just your 

stuff in print!!! 

mailto:ctkolker@mail.com
mailto:ctkolker@mail.com
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To Our Esteemed Readers: 

 

The theme for this letter is gratitude.  As you might be able to tell form 

the table of contents, this issue of the TRSG Bulletin is chock full of 

articles, scans, and input form you the reader.  Never have we had 

more information coming in to the Bulletin, and that is what makes this 

group and our publication so great.  A hearty thank you to everyone. 

And we hope to make this group even stronger.  I will be attending the 

Great American Stamp Show in Chicago in a few weeks, where I hope to 

find more like-minded collectors that ultimately will make our group 

even better with new and different perspectives and insights. 

If all of this isn’t enough, I will be making some improvements to the 

website, www.trsg-usa.com.  The carousel will be better, with more 

and different material, and ultimately, the study guide will be even 

better with more information for everyone. 

In the meantime, enjoy our latest issue.  It’s a good one, with 

something for everyone.  As always, I welcome your opinion and input 

on any of these articles, and always welcome your scans and write-ups 

of the most pivotal era in human history. 

Thanks again, and keep collecting!!! 

 

Your Humble Editor, 

 

Chris Kolker 

 

 

http://www.trsg-usa.com/


Third Reich Study Group Bulletin Vol. LVI #220     5 | P a g e  
 

A New Discovery 

J Richard Fleet 

(From an e-mail I received in April [Editor]): 

Hi Chris 

On looking over April's bulletin and the Hitler heads I was reminded of an item I acquired 

recently.   

I had an opportunity in purchasing a few items from a German Third Reich collection and this 

one particular item caught my eye. 

It is a 5 pfg Hitler head supposedly treated with Bismuth Sulfide for the intention of mail 

sorting. 

The dealer was Fred Eaton, who was a well-known Vancouver dealer and although I never met 

him, over the years I have heard lots of stories about him; but never this one. 

I have attached the page from my album showing the mounted stamp, my write-up, and the 

certificate that accompanied it as well as the provenance that also accompanied the stamp.  
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I hope you find this as interesting as I did. 

 

Editor’s Note:  We did!   Thank you so much for sharing this piece of history with 

us! 
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A Question and Some Answers 

 

Calvin Deem wrote: 

Obtained this cover and am looking for info on 

it or the overprinted city.  The stamp on the 

upper right has an inverted overprint.  Any info 

appreciated. 

 

 

We did receive several replies: 
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Chris – 
  
I think the cancel may have been applied with a cork rather than a rubber 
stamper because the cork would carry blobs of ink but the rubber probably would 
not as easily.  In addition, it could have been made of metal, which would also 
cause blotchy ink if not done properly.  It looks like they inked the stamper and 
then made multiple strikes rather than re-ink the stamper.  That’s typical of these 
types of covers, so it doesn’t signify authentic or forged.  I’m assuming the jpg. of 
just the cancel was hand drawn by someone, so it’s just for informational 
purposes. The Engel catalog doesn’t give a date for this particular cancellation, 
unfortunately.  
 
 Like I said, I’m not an expert at all.  I can think of several members who would 
know absolutely whether this is an authentic piece or a forgery. -Greg Coffman 
 
 
 I cannot offer an opinion on the overprinted satzbrief (sp.) however, as a B&M 
collector, I'd note that Hitler-head stamps, and other then--current commems. 
were valid to and including 5-15-45, without overprint, I have some on 
commercial mail, used with red cds or machine slogan cancels. – Dan Rethmeier 
 
 

Greetings Cal, 

As always - you have an interesting item.  If I recall correctly, the Society for 
Czechoslovak Philately (SCP) has studied these and many other similar 
overprints.  I'm not sure - I'd have to dig out the material.  The GPS has a 
reciprocal agreement re our respective journals --- but our library is not 
functioning at the moment.  I can also check what we have at the Northern 
Philatelic Library here in the cities.  I'll do my normal volunteer stint there 
tomorrow and see what I can find. 

Second piece of info:  When if was at the National Archives (in DC) about 6 years 
ago looking at OMGUS documents - I recall seeing a file that pertains to the 
activities of GI's during their short time in Czechoslovakia at the end of the 
war.  There was concern about American military folks working with locals to 
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create all sorts of overprints.  And, of course, a request from the top that such 
activity cease!   

It's been a while since I've worked on this - so I'm not sure of the current status of 
the stamps, their use - mostly philatelic, I suspect - but there is literature on this 
topic -- the SCP would be a place to start. 

Cheers – Rudi  ( Editor’s Note: Rudi Anders is the GPS President) 

Another Perspective: 

Aloha Chris, 

 How many other members beat me to sending this? 

 Svobodné Heřmanice (help info) (German: Frei-Hermersdorf) is a village and 

municipality in Bruntál District in the Moravian-Silesian Region of the Czech 

Republic. 

 Could this be the answer? John Berger 

 

More Information: 

From Walter Kurth: 

Go to: 

https://www.ebay.com/itm/203333570264?hash=item2f57a00ed8:g:BKkAAOSwwpZgZ3p5 

 You will find all sorts of Czech stamps with various overprint. At the end of WW2, 

there was a shortage of postage stamps. Czech postmasters had existing stock of 

Czech stamps overprinted by a local printer and were used   for a very short 

period of time (weeks). There is a catalog for this material. I collected this stuff for 

a while. Gave up when the overprints started showing 

on complete sets, reg. covers, etc, etc. 

 

 

 

https://deref-mail.com/mail/client/rFgX2CE5xs0/dereferrer/?redirectUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fupload.wikimedia.org%2Fwikipedia%2Fcommons%2Fa%2Fa2%2FSvobodn%25C3%25A9_He%25C5%2599manice.ogg
https://deref-mail.com/mail/client/1HHHsA1-DJM/dereferrer/?redirectUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FGerman_language
https://deref-mail.com/mail/client/hQ1PZpMNyCA/dereferrer/?redirectUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FBrunt%25C3%25A1l_District
https://deref-mail.com/mail/client/IXVh3VaiPrk/dereferrer/?redirectUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FMoravian-Silesian_Region
https://deref-mail.com/mail/client/dliDCwuqVJE/dereferrer/?redirectUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FCzech_Republic
https://deref-mail.com/mail/client/dliDCwuqVJE/dereferrer/?redirectUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FCzech_Republic
https://deref-mail.com/mail/client/IeBVoxb3KHk/dereferrer/?redirectUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ebay.com%2Fitm%2F203333570264%3Fhash%3Ditem2f57a00ed8%3Ag%3ABKkAAOSwwpZgZ3p5
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A Wonderful Bit of History: Soldbuch 

From Carlos Rios 
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Ben Beede writes:   
It seems to be genuine. 
 I recommend a book called “Papers Please” to those interested in Third Reich 

Identification.  Check Worldcat, if you want your local library to request a loan, 
or Abe books, if you want to buy a copy.  I think the volume is out of print, but 
checking Books in Print might be worthwhile. 
 
Kenneth Neal writes: 
You might also check with German eBay, Alibris, or Abe Books.  I do know that 
it was published by Bender Publications originally.  Another option is just doing 
a google search. 
 
John Berger writes: 
Aloha All, 
 Papers Please is available on Amazon. A used copy is currently listed on eBay 
but new copies are available for less on Amazon. 
  
John Berger 
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A Marine Officer’s Letter Home 

by Lawrence R. Mead 

 

 The cover shown below is a Feldpost letter which is addressed to “Fraulein 

Gertrud Peters, Grasdorf/Hannover Wasserwerk”, that is, to Miss Gertrud Peters 

in Grasdorf near/in Hannover Waterworks. Presumably, either a girlfriend of the 

author or perhaps a co-worker in civilian life as it is addressed to the Grasdorf 

waterworks. 

 

 Markings on the cover are the eagle in a circle typical of Feldpost mailings. 

The double circle marking is dated Aug. 7, 1944 which, as we will see below is 

actually the arrival marking (date) in Hannover. To the left side of the envelope in 
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pen is the sender’s name: Abs. Matr. & Sig. W. Strauch, M. N. O. Helgoland, 

presumably “Sender, Sailor (Matrose) & Signalman W(illi) Strauch, Marine 

Nachrichen Offizier on Helgoland”, that is, marine signal officer on Helgoland.  We 

learn that Willi Strauch is stationed on Helgoland instead of in Italy in the content 

of the letter inside which he sent on Aug. 6 

 

 

  Letter (front)                                                    Letter (back) 

Dated Helgoland, Aug. 6, 1944, the letter reads (my translation): 

“Dear Gertrud, Today I want to give you a sign that I am still alive. As you see, 

instead of in Italy I ended up on the island of Helgoland. Our Italy Commando (raid) 

was called off ‘unfortunately’. Here on the island, it is becoming more boring. One 

can stand it here. On the trip here we spent three wonderful days in Cuxhaven [port 

on the Elbe River, LRM]. We slept till noon and spent afternoons on the beach. How 

are you? Do you still have a lot of alarms? We are just now returning from the 

bunker. Today, Saturday afternoon, we’ll of course go to the beach to swim! For 

today, many greetings, Willi. 

PS. Please convey my greetings to your parents and to Gisela Becker.  

I wish I could find out any information on Willi and Gertrud, but I could find nothing. 

I would like to think that they survived the war and perhaps were married. A tiny 

look into one man’s life in the war for Germany. 
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War Criminal/POW Covers 

 

Dr. Michael Samuels has really outdone himself this time.  He sends us the next 

three covers along with a wonderful explanation.  These are great covers, 

showing us a pivotal time in human history.  Thank you, Dr. Samuels! 
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CHANNEL ISLANDS SPECIALISTS’ SOCIETY  
 

Founded 1950  

 

Date:  June 18, 2021 

 

Press Contact: Steve Wells  Press & Advertising Officer 

 

                                                            Auction NS15 
 

The Channel Islands Specialists’ Society has made available the results of its Spring 

auction, NS 15, which closed on April 24. 

Auctioneer Nick Stuart commented: “This 750-lot general auction included 

Occupation postal history, stamps, Red Cross messages, Feldpost, Internee and 

P.o.W. Mail. Reserves were from £2 to £260. There were over 80 bidders. It was 

the best-selling auction for the past seven years”. 

“Occupation material always attracts many bidders. A February 1945 Guernsey 

postcard with a 2d bisect and 1d Arms (bisects were invalidated in 1941) delivered 

with no surcharge (NS15086) raised £55. The star lot among Occupation stamps 

was a complete sheet of the Guernsey 2½d Arms from the 4th printing (NS15103) 

which sold for £325. Given the shortages of paper and envelopes many envelopes 

were re-used during the German Military Occupation: a cover to a Mr. Torode used 

six times between April-December 1944 (NS15111) fetched £26”.  

“Some unusual Feldpost covers were on offer: a military cover from Alderney to 

Vienna sold for £150 (NS15181); an uncensored civilian cover sent from France to 

Jersey went for £70 (NS15186); a hotly contested 1944 Feldpost cover sent from 

Jersey to Clifford Queree (a prisoner in Frankfurt) sold for £220 (NS15195)”.  

“A rare German P.o.W. February 1946 cover (NS15251) sent by a soldier in 

Guernsey to Germany bearing a single circle Camp 801 cachet sold for £200”.  

Further information about the C.I.S.S. may be obtained from the website: 

https://www.ciss.uk/ 

https://www.ciss.uk/
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A February 1945 Guernsey postcard with a 2dbisect and 1d Arms (bisects were 
invalidated in 1941) delivered with no surcharge (NS15086) raised £55 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Study of Stamps, Postal History and Postcards of the Channel Islands 

__________________________________________________________________________    
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PRESS RELEASE 

 

A complete sheet of the Guernsey 2½d Arms from the 4th printing (NS15103) 
which sold for £325 
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Given the shortages of paper and envelopes many envelopes were re-used during 
the German Military Occupation: a cover to a Mr. Torode used six times between 
April-December 1944 (NS15111) fetched £26” 
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  A military cover from Alderney to Vienna sold for £150 (NS15181) 
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An uncensored civilian cover sent from France to Jersey went 
for £70 (NS15186) 

A hotly 

contested 

1944 Feldpost 

cover sent 

from Jersey to 

Clifford 

Queree (a 

prisoner in 

Frankfurt) sold 

for £220 

(NS15195) 
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A rare German P.O.W. February 1946 cover sent by a soldier in Guernsey to 
Germany bearing a single circle Camp 801 cachet sold for £200 
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Late Wartime Civilian Use of the Feldpost System in Germany 

 

     Benjamin R. Beede 

 

As Allied forces moved into Germany in 1944-1945 German civilians with no 

connection with the German armed forces or the Waffen-SS were sometimes 

allowed to send and receive mail through military postal facilities when the 

Reichspost was no longer operating in areas close to the front. The admission and 

handling of such mail varied. Apparently, there was no effort made to standardize 

procedures.  

In some cases, postage had to be paid by the sender, and postage stamps were 

applied to letters and postcards. In other cases, German refugees at least were 

allowed to send mail free of charge. Some people could send mail through the 

Feldpost, but they could not receive mail addressed to them. In other instances, 

certain civilians near the front could receive mail through the Feldpost that was 

free franked. 

Occasionally, one can even find business mail that was sent through the Feldpost, 

although the firm seemingly had no connection with the military. Such business 

service had nothing to do with the “Durch Deutsche Feldpost” procedures 

established in some occupied situations. 

Building a collection of mail in this category would take some time and careful 

searching of catalogs issued by auction firms in Germany. 

I had only a few covers, despite my having watched for them. 
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Mail to and from Foreign Volunteers in the German Armed Forces and 

the Waffen-SS During World War II Continues to Merit Attention 

Benjamin R. Beede 

In 1968-1969, the German Postal Specialist included a series of articles 

about the subject noted above that three other philatelists and I wrote. That 

series is still worth reading, but the subject has many ramifications, and, 

therefore, it is worth examining further. Foreigners served in many branches of 

the armed forces and in various components of the Waffen-SS. Gathering 

information from historical accounts provides postal historians with the bases for 

studying and describing their covers more fully in articles or exhibits or both. 

There is a considerable amount of historical material available about those 

foreigners and ethnic Germans who left their homelands for service with the 

Germans. Those interested in studying the subject must be warned that the more 

foreign languages that one can read, the better.  

Even in the purely philatelic sphere, there are important books in Italian and 

French, and likely other languages, in addition to those in German, of course. 

 A complicating factor in understanding the foreign volunteers and 

conscripts and their mail is that some of them served in military organizations 

that were largely German. Thus, having the contents of covers can be useful, in 

order to provide reasonable proof that the sender or recipient was a foreigner. 

The situation with ethnic Germans is still more involved. There are books, though, 

that discuss the ethnic composition of German military organizations. If a cover 
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was sent from a force that had a significant number of ethnic Germans from a 

foreign country, such as Hungary, and the cover was addressed to Hungary and 

the message was written in German, one can reasonably consider the cover is an 

example of foreign military or Waffen-SS mail.  

 There is more such mail available for sale to philatelists than once was the 

case. This is especially true for mail to and from countries that came under Soviet 

influence after World War II. In 1965 or 1966, I recall being delighted to buy a 

cover sent by a Latvian volunteer. Such mail was hardly known at that time. 

Today, there are many such covers to and from the Baltic states, although they 

are still interesting. 

 A closely related postal history area is mail to and from personnel in Axis 

military forces that served with the German forces and that had their mail 

processed by the Feldpost rather than their national military postal systems. 

Some Slovak railway repair troops were probably highly mobile, and, therefore, 

they could not depend on the Slovak military postal system. One remarkable item 

in my collection was a postcard sent through the Feldpost by a Jew in a Hungarian 

labor service battalion operating with the Germans in 1944. The printed postcard 

clearly indicated the status of the sender, by the way.  
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Stamps of the Third 

Reich 
 

Emil Von Behring – 50th Anniversary of The Discovery of Anti-Diphtheria Serum 

 

Michel 760-1 / Scott B186-7 November 22, 1940, valid until December 31, 1941 

6+4 Pfennig, green and a 25+10 Pfennig, ultramarine. 

 

The official announcement: 

 

Amtsblatt No. 113   November 22nd 1940 

 

No 652/1940 New Postage Stamps 

 

In memory of Emil Behring, the famous anti-diphtheria pioneer who published his 

discovery in Marburg just 50 years ago, the German Reichspost will issue special, 

photogravure printed 6+4Pfg and 25+10 Pfg postage stamps, 27.5X32.8mm in size 

and featuring a portrait of the research scientist.  Each sheet will contain 50 

postage stamps.  The design was prepared at the artwork studios of the State 

Printing Works, Vienna, where the stamps will also be printed.  The surcharges of 

4 Pfg and 10 Pfg will go towards the Führer’s Culture Fund. 
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An illustration of the 6 Pfg stamps will be published in the Amtsblatt in the near 

future. 

The stamps will be on sale at the Post Offices in Leverkusen J.G. Werk and 

Marburg (Lahn) from the 26th November 1940 until the end of January 1941, and 

at some later date they will be available from head Post Offices of the Reichspost 

Directorates – in Berlin C2, N1, NW7, W8, W9, SW11, O17, Berlin-Charlottenburg 

2, Berlin-Schöneberg 1, Berlin-Spandau 1; thereafter the stamps may be 

purchased from the stamp collectors’ Philatelic Agency at 97 Zimmerstrasse, Berlin 

SW68.  Accounts are to be processed in accordance with regulations specified in 

Amtsblatt No. 600/1940, S681. 

 

Two special postmarks were made, of identical 

design – one each for the first two post offices 

where the stamp could be bought. One was the 

Marburg office, and the other was the Leverkusen 

J.G. Werk post office. 

 

His Life: 

Upbringing and Education 

Emil Behring (1854-1917) was born on March 15, 
1854 in Hansdorf, West Prussia, as August and 

Auguste Behring’s first child. His father was a village 
school teacher, who during his first marriage had four children and after the birth 
of Emil another eight children. 

As a talented student, Behring’s village minster assisted him, making it possible 
for Behring to attend the Gymnasium (High School) in the village Hohenstein. His 
desire to study theology changed after a friend who was a military doctor 
arranged for him to start his medical studies at the University of Berlin. He 
obtained a scholarship and from 1874 through 1878 and studied at the Academy 
for Military Doctors at the Royal Medical-Surgical Friedrich-Wilhelm-Institute, 
earning his medical degree. Subsequently, he had to perform as a military doctor 

Emil Behring 

https://www.nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/medicine/laureates/1901/index.html
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and worked as a troop doctor in various garrisons. 
Afterwards, Behring was given a position at the 
Hygiene Institute of Berlin in 1888 as an assistant 
to Robert Koch (1843-1910), one of the pioneers of 
bacteriology. During this time, Behring’s wrote his 
first authoritative publication on diphtheria and 
tetanus serum therapy. 

The Behring Family 

During his early years as a military doctor, Behring’s 
did not make enough money to start a family. Only in 
1896, when he had a regular salary, did he marry the 
20-year-old Else Spinola.  

In 1898, after having become professor at the University in Marburg (then part of 
Prussia), Behring moved with his family into a house in Wilhelm-Roser-Strasse in 
Marburg, where his six sons were born. Behring was a family man. In the circle of 
his family, he felt content, although his scientific work presumably did not leave 
him much time for his wife and children. 

The Development of the Diphtheria-Therapeutic-

Serum 

Behring, who in the early 1890s became an assistant at the Institute for Infectious 
Diseases headed by Robert Koch, started his studies with experiments on the 
development of a therapeutic serum. In 1890 Behring, together with his university 
friend Erich Wernicke, had managed to develop the first 
effective therapeutic serum against diphtheria. At the 
same time, together with Shibasaburo Kitasato, he 
developed an effective therapeutic serum against 
tetanus.  

The researchers immunized rats, guinea pigs, and 
rabbits with attenuated forms of the infectious agents 
causing diphtheria and tetanus. The sera produced by 
these animals were injected into non-immunized 
animals previously infected with the fully virulent 

 1896 Wedding photo of the Behrings 

 Shibasaburo Kitasato 
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bacteria. The ill animals could be cured through the administration of the serum. 
With the blood serum therapy, Behring and Kitasato became the first to use 
passive immunization method in the fight against infectious diseases. The 
particularly poisonous substances from bacteria – the toxins – could be rendered 
harmless by the serum of animals immunized with attenuated forms of the 
infectious agent through antidotes or antitoxins. 

The Introduction of Serum Therapy 

The first successful therapeutic serum treatment of a child suffering from 
diphtheria occurred in 1891. Until then, more than 50,000 children in Germany 
died yearly of diphtheria. During the first few years, there was no successful 
breakthrough occurred, as the antitoxins given were not sufficiently 
concentrated. Not until the development of enrichment by the bacteriologist Paul 
Erlich (1854-1915) along with a precise quantification and standardization 
protocol, was an exact determination of quality of the antitoxins presented and 
successfully developed. Behring subsequently decided to draw up a contract with 
Ehrlich as the foundation of their future collaboration. They organized a 
laboratory under a railroad circle (Stadtbahnbogen) in Berlin, where they could 
then obtain the serum in large amounts by using large animals – first sheep and 
later horses. 

In 1892, Behring and the Hoechst Chemical and Pharmaceutical Company at 
Frankfurt/Main started working together, as both recognized the diphtheria 
antitoxin’s potential.  Production and marketing of the therapeutic serum began 
at Hoechst in 1894. While some in the field criticized the production, the serum’s 
success ultimately silenced the critics and ensured continued future production. 

Active Protective Vaccination against Diphtheria 

The therapeutic serum developed by Behring prevented diphtheria for only a 
short period of time.  Consequently, in 1901 Behring first developed and used a 
diphtheria inoculation of bacteria with reduced virulence. With this active 
immunization he hoped to help the body produce its own antitoxins. As a 
supporter of the humoral theory of immune response, Behring believed in the 
long-term protective action of these natural serum antitoxins.  Behring has now 
been vindicated, as it is well-established knowledge that active vaccination 
stimulates antitoxin (antibody) producing cells to provide long-lasting immunity. 
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The development of an active vaccine took several years. In 1913, Behring went 
public with his diphtheria protective agent, T.A. (Toxin-Antitoxin). It contained a 
mixture of diphtheria toxin and therapeutic serum antitoxin. The toxin was meant 
to cause a light general response of the body but not harm the vaccinated person. 
In addition, it was designed to provide long-term protection. Various clinics tested 
the vaccine, finding it to be safe and effective. 

 

Tetanus Therapeutic Serum during World War I 

In 1891, tetanus serum was introduced considerably more quickly in clinical 
practices than the diphtheria serum. The Agricultural Ministry supported research 
efforts to develop a therapeutic agent against tetanus to protect agriculturally 
valuable animals.  

However, the Ministry did only a small amount of clinical testing on humans, and 
so the German Military Administration accepted it only on a small scale at World 
War I’s start. 

During the first months of World War I, this restraint led to massive losses of 
human lives.  Even worse, the first of distribution of the tetanus antitoxins in the 
military hospitals proved futile, due to insufficient concentrations. At the end of 
1914, as a result of Behring’s constructive assistance, sera injection was 
established as a method of preventing disease. Starting in April 1915, the 
Germans overcame mistakes in dosage and the shortage of supplies, and the 
numbers of sick fell dramatically. Behring was declared “Savior of the German 
Soldiers” and awarded the 
Prussian Iron Cross medal. 

 

Acknowledgements 

and Honors  

In 1903, Emil von Behring was 
given the title of “Wirklicher 
Geheimer Rat mit dem Prädikat 

  Behring's Nobel Prize of 1901 

 HIs Nobel Prize in Medicine of Physiology of 1901 
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Excellenz” by the German emperor Wilhelm II. The diploma says: “This is in order 
that Behring should remain in unbroken loyalty to Myself and the Royal Family 
and to fulfill his official responsibility with continuous eagerness, whereby he who 
has the right connected to his present character, will receive the highest 
protection by Myself”. A splendid uniform was provided along with the title. 

In 1901, when the Nobel Prizes were awarded for the first time, Behring received 
the Prize in Physiology or Medicine. 

 

Behring’s Health 

Behring lived entirely for his idea of revolutionizing medicine through serum 
therapy. This idea hung above him and motivated him, in his own words, “like a 
demon.” His enormous concentration on his work often drove him to physical 
illnesses and deep depressions, forcing him to take time off work for a 
sanatorium stay from 1907 through 1910. 

On March 31, 1917, Behring died of pneumonia and was entombed in a 

mausoleum at the Marburg Elsenhöhe. After Behring’s death, Else von Behring 

served as chairwoman of the Women’s National Organization in Marburg, 

Germany. She died in 1936 of a heart attack at the age of only 59. 

 

 

The 1940 Behring Jubilee  

On December 4, 1940, Philipps University, Marburg, celebrated the 50th 
anniversary of the original publication of Emil von Behring’s decisive discovery of 
serum therapy. Top leaders of the National Socialist Party (Nazis), the rectors of 
numerous German universities, representatives of the Behringwerke, and many 
scientists and friends of Emil von Behring from abroad attended. The celebration, 
which continued over a few days, began with lectures and addresses by officials, 
both of the state and party. Finally, a foundation certificate for a new Institute for 
Experimental Therapy was handed over. The professors then moved from the 
university auditorium (Aula) to unveil a new Behring Memorial close to St. 
Elisabeth Church. The celebration was followed by a two-day scientific meeting, 
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presenting the state of the art of immunology and the fight against infectious 
diseases. 

Not all of the Jubilee was jubilant.  In the view of the National Socialists, Else von 
Behring was regarded as a “half-Jew”, as her mother came from a Jewish family. 
With the help of a number of friends, she was able to get her sons accepted by 
Hitler as “Aryans” and not stigmatized as “half-breeds”. After the death of Else 
von Behring in 1936, no obstacles were left for the Nazi party to use Emil von 
Behring as a glorified representative of national socialist “Germanic” science.  

During the ceremony there were some signs of tension. Although one of Behring’s 
sons participated in the ceremony, he was not greeted by any of the official 
speakers. Only the Danish researcher, Thorvald Madsen from Copenhagen, who 
had previously been chairman of the Health Organization of the League of 
Nations, dared to mention Behring’s friendly connection with researchers from 
enemy countries, such as those at the Institut Pasteur in Paris. Courageously, he 
also recalled the great bacteriologist Paul Ehrlich, despised by the Nazis due to his 
Jewish origin, who had played a significant role in Behring’s successes. 

 

Behring’s Legacy 

Despite the obvious use of Behring’s persona by the Nazis for their own political 
gain with the stamp and the Jubilee, Behring remains one of the unsung heroes of 
the 20th century.  Tortured by his work, opposed by many around him, and 
working through difficult political times, he did what few 
in history can say:  He saved countless lives through his 
work, and made his world a better place for it.  Behring’s 
work lives on in the vaccinations that are so common 
even today.  Much of the control of deadly diseases of 
diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis, polio, measles, and 
mumps can be traced directly or indirectly through 
Behring’s work.  

 

 

British Poster from the 1950s urging citizens to get 

their diphtheria immunization 
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More Stamps: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Germany, Scott 2275, 2004, celebrating the 150th birthday of 

both Ehrlich and von Behring 

Scott 722, West 

Germany 1954, 

commemorating 

the 100th birthday 

of both Ehrlich 

and von Behring 
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AuctionWatch 

 

From the House of Zion Auction House: 

 

 

PHOTO POSTCARDS, Palestine Brigade, Prisoners in Stalag VIIB German 
POW camp, group picture with file hole, bent corners; Photo of E. Margolin, in 
uniform, signed. Photo. Estimated Value. $125 

 



Third Reich Study Group Bulletin Vol. LVI #220     39 | P a g e  
 

 

POW POSTCARDS TO PALESTINE, 14 total, 1941-1944, all from Palestine 
Brigade prisoners in German camp, Stalag VIIIB. Mixed condition, great study 
lot, as hard to find lot of this size. Photo. Estimated Value $1000 

 

 

 

NEW ZEALAND FORCES in Palestine (6 exhibit pages) all from the Fred Blau 
collection. Includes 6 covers. Photo. Estimated Value $350 

 

 



Third Reich Study Group Bulletin Vol. LVI #220     40 | P a g e  
 

 

U.S. FORCES in Palestine, (3 

exhibit pages plus extra covers) 

from the Fred Blau collection. 6 

Covers including units #1221 and 

#1227, plus scarce incoming mail 

at “Privileged Air Mail rate for 

Military Personnel”. Photo. 

Estimated Value $500 

 

 

 

 

 

From Paradise Valley Stamp Company: 

 

GERMANY, 1934, SEMI-POSTAL WORKERS SET USED, #B59-B67, 
fresh and very fine, cat. $129.30 – Available for $60 
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From C.G. 

Auktionen: 

1943, Heydrich 
block in the 
original 
dimensions 101: 
146 mm, number 
660, unused 
without gum, with 
bend at the 
bottom. 
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1938, postage due 5 crowns from the 
lower left corner of the sheet with plate 
mark "38" and red hand stamp 
overprint "Karlsbad | 1.X.1938", edition 
according to Dr. Hear only 75 copies, 
with plate number only two other 
copies from the right corner of the 
sheet are known so far. Certificate 
with photograph Brunel VP.500 Euros 
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1938, 20 Kc - postage with full 
postmark KARSLBAD 1 4d 
4.X.38 on very attractive luxury 
letter piece, among other 
things signed Osper as well as 
photo certificate Kleymann: "... 
perfect ..." total edition only 20 
copies. 

2500 Euros 
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1941, British Propaganda Forgeries World War II - British 
forgeries for Italy, an ally of Germany. Special stamp Mi. 626 - 50 
C. (2 peoples at war) based on the pattern "Italian German Armed 
Forces Brotherhood", with change in the brand image, different 
perforation, without watermark and changed color - black-green 
instead of purple, the test piece is an original and unused + 
without Gumming photo certificate Pieles.  350 Euros 
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From Universal Auctions: 

1933 Wagner Welfare 
20pf perf 14 x 13 f.u. 
[US1] (Start Price = 
£92.80) 
 

1933 Chicago Flight 
2m (wavy line cancel) 
and 4m f.u. [US1] 
(Start Price = 
£199.20) 
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From Viennafil Auctions: 

 

 

 

1938, legionnaire's stamp 50 H. with dark blue-violet overprint (Doss Alto) on 
piece used, checked Krischke, Mi. 56 Zfw / 550, - Starting bid at 180 Euros 
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1944, postal stationery map of Italy over 75 c. with overprint "Deutsche Militär-
Verwaltung Kotor Lit. 2.-", unused, canceled, Mi. P2 
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A Correction 
 

 
 

We had a lot of interest in the 
article Censored 1945 Austrian 
Mail, January 2021, #218.  After 
numerous commentaries on the 
historic cover, it appears a 
clarification is in order.  As one of 
our readers, Jason Yang, wrote: 
 
 
The "bridge" cancel, or 
"Kreisstegstempel mit bogen 
oben und unten" as classified by 
Michel Feldpost Special, uses 
Roman numerals for months. An 
example is in the attached scan of 
an illustrated feldpost faltbrief 
used in civilian mailstream: the 
Altersee CDS shows a date of 
24.X.44., i.e., 1944-10-24. 
 
Thus, it could be deduced that this cover is dated 1945-02-22, not in November 
1945. This makes a big difference in terms of "post-war" as the war ended on May 
8th, 1945.  
 
That being said, that cover is still a rare piece given the time period close to war's 
end (Spaete Post), especially international mail pieces. Austria, before the war 
ended, was still a part of greater Germany and used German postal rates. The 
cover is franked with a total of 55pfg, equaling to 25pfg int'l letter 20g rate plus 
30pfg registration fee. Late war mail traffic had frequent disruptions and some 
mail routes were cut off as the Germans lost control of territory. 
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Trivia 

 
It’s that time again.  And we do have a good one.  Hard, but fair, one 

that challenges you, but is not impossible.  See how you do.  Most 

people reading this journal get about 5 out of 10 correct.  Maybe you 

can do better…… 
 

 

1. What was a Sonderkommando? 
 

 An elite paratrooper unit in the German Airforce (similar to the SAS 

soldier). 

 A squad of Jews that had to do special tasks in the extermination 

camps. 

 A mobile extermination unit that followed the attacking ground 

troops into occupied countries and killed the local Jews and other 

"undesirables". 

 The original name of the Waffen-SS, until it was changed by Himmler. 

 

2. What was "Kolberg"? 
 

 A movie made by Goebbels to rival 'Gone with the Wind'. 

 Hitler's private residence in Austria. 

 An anti-Semitic newspaper created by Himmler. 

 The location of the Gestapo Headquarters in Berlin. 

 

3. The Golden Party Badge was worn by the first 100,000 members 

of the Nazi party. 

 

What happened to Adolf Hitler's Golden Party Badge? 
 

 He placed it in the coffin with the body of his niece, Geli Raubal. 

 It was never found. 
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 He gave it to Magda Goebbels prior to his suicide. 

 He never actually had one. 

 

 

 

 

4. The Nazis celebrated a number of important events and allocated 

these into holidays. 

 

In a normal calendar year, which of these events was celebrated 

FIRST? 
 

 National Day of Mourning. 

 Hitler's birthday. 

 The Day of the Seizure of Power. 

 National Labour Day. 

 

5. Erich Hartmann, Erich Gerhard Barkhorn, Gunther Rall, Otto Kittel 

and Walther Nowotny all had what in common? 
 

 They were all tank commanders that destroyed more than 200 enemy 

tanks. 

 They were all in the Fuhrer Bunker when Hitler committed suicide. 

 They were all injured in the July 20 plot on Hitlers' life in the Wolf's 

Lair. 

 They were all Luftwaffe aces with more than 250 "kills". 

 

6. The Iron Front, or Eiserne Front, was a paramilitary group during 

1919 that Hitler and Ernst Rohm were members of. 
 

 True 

 False 
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7. In what year was the magazine, "Das Dritte Reich" ("The Third 

Reich"), created? 
 

 1964 

 1934 

 1974 

 1944 

 

8. From 1933 to 1945, how many films did the German film industry 

produce? 
 

 2000 plus 

 100-500 

 1000-1500 

 500-1000 

 

9. Who were the "Werewolves"? 
 

 A group of German guerrilla soldiers set up in the final days of WWII. 

 A group of German generals that plotted against Hitler. 

 The name given to those that opposed Hitler. 

 Members of an anti-Nazi group in Austria (Similar to the White Rose 

group). 

 

10. English born Unity Mitford, an avid (and obsessive) fan of Hitler, 

was conceived in a Canadian town called Swastika. 
 

 True 

 False 
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Answers 

 

 

1. What was a Sonderkommando? 

   

The correct answer: A squad of Jews that had to do special tasks in the 

extermination camps. 
 

 

The Sonderkommandos were small squads of Jews that were selected to do the 

dirty work within the extermination camps in return for better living conditions. 

Their duties included leading fellow Jews to the gas chambers, removing the 

bodies from the gas chambers, removing the valuables from the bodies and then 

disposing of the bodies into the crematoriums. 

 

Their lives however, were generally short, as they themselves would become 

victims of the killings. After about four months the Nazis would usually execute 

them because they didn't want any witnesses to the crimes being committed. A 

new group of male Jews would then be selected to fill the vacant positions. 

However, at Auschwitz some of the men in the Sonderkommando were kept on 

because of their expertise and survived till liberation. One of the best known 

Sonderkommando survivors is Filip Müller, whose memoirs appeared in 1979. 

 

The term Sonderkommando also referred (to a lesser extent) to special units of the 

SS that took part in political and policing roles within the occupied eastern 

countries. 

 

The mobile extermination units were called Einsatzgruppen. 

 

2. What was "Kolberg"? 

   

The correct answer: A movie made by Goebbels to rival 'Gone with the 

Wind'. 
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"Kolberg" was a film made in 1944 by order of Goebbels. 

 

It was the last film to be made in Nazi Germany, and it was the most expensive 

film made by the Nazis. 

 

The story line centered on the Napoleonic Wars, and the gallant Prussians 

defending against the attacking French army. (Kolberg, Pomerania withstood a 

French siege from March-July, 1807. The burghers fought alongside the Prussian 

army while Ferdinand von Schill's Freikorps harassed the besieging French 

forces). 

 

Entire army units were withdrawn from service to act as extras in the production 

and ammunition factories were ordered to create blank ammo. The premiere was 

scheduled for 30 January, 1945. 

 

3. The Golden Party Badge was worn by the first 100,000 members of the Nazi party. 

 

What happened to Adolf Hitler's Golden Party Badge? 

   

 

 

The correct answer:   He gave it to Magda Goebbels prior to his suicide. 

The Golden Party Badge was a circular badge with a gold wreath around the 

outside. In the center of the badge was the black swastika symbol surrounded by a 

red circle that contained the words: "National-Sozialistische-D.A.P." in gold 

writing. It came in two sizes, 25mm and 30mm. Non-party members could 

receive the badge at the discretion of Hitler. They were stamped with "AH" on the 

reverse. 

 

Hitler's badge was endorsed with number '1' on the reverse. 

 

When Hitler handed Magda Goebbels his badge, she claimed that it was, "The 

greatest honor any German could receive". She was handed the badge in 

recognition of being the "Greatest Mother in the Reich". 
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4. The Nazis celebrated a number of important events and allocated these into holidays. 

 

In a normal calendar year, which of these events was celebrated FIRST? 

   

The correct answer: The Day of the Seizure of Power. 
 

 

The Day of the Seizure of Power was celebrated on January 30. 

 

Hitler's birthday was April 20. 

 

The National Labour Day was celebrated on May 1. 

 

The National Day of Mourning was held on March 16. After 1933 it was renamed 

to 'Heroes' Remembrance Day'. 

 

Other important events/holidays were: Foundation Day of the NSDAP, Mothering 

Sunday (Mothers' day), Day of the Summer Solstice, the Nuremberg Rallies and 

the Anniversary of the Beer Hall Putsch. 

 

5. Erich Hartmann, Erich Gerhard Barkhorn, Gunther Rall, Otto Kittel and Walther 

Nowotny all had what in common? 

   

 

The correct answer: They were all Luftwaffe aces with more than 250 "kills". 
 

Erich Hartmann was the highest scorer, with 352 kills. His last victory was on 8 

May 1945. 

 

6. The Iron Front, or Eiserne Front, was a paramilitary group during 1919 that Hitler 

and Ernst Rohm were members of. 

   

 

The correct answer: False 

The Iron Front was an anti-Nazi group, made up of a selection of political parties 

opposed to the Nazis. It was created in 1932, but it did not develop into an 

effective political force. 

Hitler and Ernst Rohm were members of Mailed Fist, or Eiserne Faust, a 

paramilitary organization. Hitler made associations and acquaintances with fellow 

members of Eiserne Faust who were also involved with the German Workers 

Party.  
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7. In what year was the magazine, "Das Dritte Reich" ("The Third Reich"), created? 

   

 

The correct answer: 1974 

The magazine was released bi-monthly and caused controversy. The German 

Federal Government was worried that the magazine would create interest in neo-

Nazi activities. Those that opposed the magazine claimed that the contents 

glorified the Nazi era, instead of condemning that period of time. The forty-eight-

page magazine sold for $1.10 a copy. 

 

Das Dritte Reich was also the name of a book written in 1923 by Arthur Moeller 

van den Bruck. 

After the failure of the Munich Beer Hall Putsch, Moeller van den Bruck wrote 

the following quote about Hitler, "There are many things that can be said against 

Hitler, and I have sometimes said them. But one thing you have to give him credit 

for: he is a fanatic for Germany. But he is wrecked by his proletarian primitive 

ways. He does not know how to give an intellectual basis to his Nazi party. Hitler 

is all passion, but lacks sense or proportion. A heroic tenor, not a hero." 

 

8. From 1933 to 1945, how many films did the German film industry produce?  

   

 

The correct answer: 1000-1500 

The film industry managed to create 1,363 feature films. All films and news reels 

had to be sanctioned by the Propaganda Ministry prior to public viewing. 

 

9. Who were the "Werewolves"? 

   

The correct answer:  A group of German guerrilla soldiers set up in the 

final days of WWII. 
 

 

The Werewolves (also known as Werwolves) were led by SS-Obergruppenführer 

Hans Prützmann. Their role was to operate behind the enemy lines, similar to the 

special forces of today's armies, to create diversions and mayhem. 

 

When Karl Doenitz took over the role of Führer of Germany, he disbanded the 

Werewolves. 
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10. English born Unity Mitford, an avid (and obsessive) fan of Hitler, was conceived in 

a Canadian town called Swastika. 

   

The correct answer: True 

 

 

A weird coincidence perhaps, but a true fact. Her father had gold mines in the 

little town that was located in Ontario, Canada. 

 

During World War II the Canadian Government attempted to change the name of 

the town to Winston, but the townsfolk resisted the change. 

(from funtrivia.com) 
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For Sale 

 

We do have a few items for sale.   They have recently been rebounded and 

redone.  They look great and are definitely worth the price: 

 

Mail Surveillance under the Third Reich by R.J. Houston.  35 pages. $15. 

 

German Feldpost Operations in the West 1940-1944 by John Painter. 

2004. 60 total pages. $20. 

 

The War of the Springing Tiger by Jeffrey Markem, about Azad Hind 

stamps and the fight for India’s Independence. $10. 

 

Composition Listing of Organic German Military Units, 1980. $15. 

 

Each of these are expertly written, filled with details that obviously took 

scores of hours to research.  All proceeds go only to Third Reich Study 

Group.  It is first come /first come serve, and if we get down to one copy, I 

will get more printed (but that could delay shipping by a week or so if it 

happens). 

E-mail me at ctkolker@mail.com or write to: Christopher Kolker, 25 

Parkwoods Drive, Norwich, CT 06360, for orders or questions. 

Thanks!!!! 

 

 
 

 

 

mailto:ctkolker@mail.com

