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• Hitler and Mussolini’s Grand Italian tour 

• Correspondence from Jewish Refugees in 

Shanghai by Michael Samuels 

• A telling document from David Mui 

• AuctionWatch! 

• Great Channel Islands Material 

• And so much more!! 

 

• And much more! 
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The Best in Philately: 

 

Jewish Refugees in Shanghai- 

Michael Samuels has some 

incredible covers from fleeing 

Jewish refugees that made their 

way to China.  Truly an incredible 

read! 

 

The Italian Grand Tour- Hitler and 

Mussolini take a tour of Italy in 

1938, leaving behind rare historical 

phots that are sure to awe. 

 

Channel Islands’ Auctions- They 

have had quite an auction of WWII 

German occupied channel Islands, 

and we have the best of the best! 

 

Displaced Persons Catalog- A great 

catalog for sale on Refugees during 

the Third Reich era.  Just email dp-

catalog@aon.at for more 

information. 

 

Plus: AuctionWatch!, Danzig, 

Trivia, David Mui’s great 

document and more! 

 

 

 

 

Help! My goal is to keep this 

website and journal free and 

easy to everyone.  Still, I 

could use a few dollars to 

cover expenses. Help us out 

by donating on Paypal at our 

website, or by sending a 

check made out to Chris 

Kolker to 25 Parkwoods 

Drive, Norwich, CT 06360. 

Thank you for your 

continued support. You are 

what makes our study group 

great! 

 

Calling for any and all articles-

long or short, introductory 

material or the work of an 

expert.  We need them all!  

Simply email me your articles, 

scan or idea to 

kolkermd@att.net.  Keep calm 

and keep collecting! 

mailto:kolkermd@att.net
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To Our Esteemed Readers:  

Welcome to another great addition of the Third Reich Study Group Bulletin. We 

have some phenomenal pieces to show you show you this issue. The list is 

impressive: the Channel Island Society shows us some great pieces from their 

latest auction, while David Mui gives us a rarely-seen document from the Third 

Reich-era. The auction houses remain busy, after recording one of their best years 

ever, and we have captured some of their best stuff. Furthermore, this issue’s 

Stamps of the Third Reich show some unbelievable photographs. And if all that 

isn’t enough, we have a bit of extra trivia for you. It makes for a fascinating and 

entertaining read. 

As we head into Spring, our thoughts are already turning towards preparing for 

the Great American Stamp Show in August. Believe it or not, I am already 

preparing with literature handouts and information. It’s quite the task, and I could 

use your help. Any donations to help the cause that you can muster would be 

wonderful: simply click on the box at our website www.trsg-usa.com that says 

“Donate”, and 100% of the proceeds go to directly helping our wonderful group. 

One more thing:  Let’s keep philately going!  Specifically, we could use your scans, 

ideas, and articles. If you are even considering contributing to our wonderful 

periodical, please drop me a line at ctkolker@mail.com. 

Meanwhile, relax and enjoy our latest issue. Drop me a line and tell me what you 

think. 

Until next time, I remain... 

 

Your Humble Editor,  

 

 

Chris Kolker MD 

http://www.trsg-usa.com/
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Stamps of the Third Reich 

Christopher Kolker  

 

This issue’s Stamps of the Third Reich is the 

January 30th, 1941 German-Italian Brotherhood-in-Arms. 

Professor Richard Klein designed the stamp, and it is perforated at 13 ½ by 14. 

The Reich Printing Works used the photogravure technique on coated paper. It 

has a swastika watermark, and was valid until December 31st 1942. 

No printing varieties exist for this stamp, but it does exist in a full range of shades 

from light to deep brown carmine, but these variations don’t change the stamp’s 

value. 

This stamp’s unique postmark depicts a sword and collapsed 

hands. Three variations of that postmark exist: one in Berlin, 

Vienna, and Munich. Each were used only on January 30th 1941.  

 

The Amtsblatt: 

 

The German-Italian Pact 

Michel 763, Stanley Gibbons 751, Scott B189 

 

No. 29/1941      New Commemorative Stamp 

 

The German Reich Post is issuing a commemorative 12 + 38 Pfg. face value stamp, 

illustrating the head of the Führer and that of the Duce. 
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For the existing common defense of our two European nations, the German-

Italian Brotherhood-in-arms is emphatically and purposefully portrayed before 

the whole world. The stamp is 29.5X38.5 mm in size and has been printed sheets 

of 50 using the photogravure process at the Reich Printing Works. The surcharge 

is going towards the Culture Fund. 

Professor Richard Klein (Munich) designed the stamp, based on photographs 

taken by the Reich official photographer Professor Heinrich Hoffman. The Italian 

Postal Authorities are also issuing a series of 6 stamps of similar style in the near 

future; the designs will include a German and Italian soldier in addition to 

portraits of the two great statesmen. 

 

The new commemorative stamp is being sold at all Post and Government mail 

offices from January 30th. Financial accounts will be processed in accordance with 

regulation specified in Amtsblatt #600/1940, S681. 

 

 

Italy Scott 413-18 stamps 
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The History: 

 

This is the stamp that commemorates the Axis alliance of Germany and Italy.  In 

fact, the Axis Alliance is named for the longitudinal proximity of Berlin versus 

Rome upon a single vertical axis. The stamp glorifies that close relationship. 

 

Hitler and Mussolini met on 17 different occasions, and to summarize each of 

those meetings would be superfluous and tedious., since the crux of their 

relationship was public displays of friendship, strength, and grandeur.  The best 

epitome of their relationship is Hitler’s visit to Italy in 1938. 

 

While this may not be the most famously remembered of all the visits, with that 

distinction being the Munich Pact signing in 1938, this meeting visually displays to 

the world their grandiose egos and ambitions more than any other. 

 

It was not the two dictators' first meeting, which had occurred in Venice four 
years previously. Mussolini had not taken Hitler seriously until the 1930 
German election, when he began giving Hitler advice on tactics. Hitler failed to 
take it and when the two men met in 1934, they were not in accord. In 1935 
the Germans even secretly supplied arms to the Emperor Haile Selassie for 
defense against the Italian invasion of Ethiopia. 

By January 1936, however, Mussolini was telling a German envoy that Nazi 
Germany and Fascist Italy shared ‘a common destiny’; that summer the two 
powers worked together in Spain, and in November Mussolini described the 
relationship between the two countries as the ‘axis’ around which Europe 
would revolve. Mussolini visited Germany in September 1937 in a display of 
Fascist-Nazi solidarity and when Hitler took over Austria in March 1938, 
Germany was patently the dominant partner in the relationship, with the 
German army perched on the Italian frontier. 
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Hitler arrived in Rome on May 3rd, accompanied by Goebbels and Ribbentrop 
as well as some five hundred party officials, diplomats, security guards and 
journalists in three trains. A special station had been built for the Germans, 
who were greeted by Mussolini and King Victor Emmanuel. Rome was adorned 
with decorations, including swastikas, and a new street, the Via Adolf Hitler, 
had been constructed, along which the German leader was driven to the 
Quirinal Palace, where he stayed as guest of the king. Victor Emmanuel and 
Hitler found each other tiresome. Hitler was uncomfortable at the court and 
felt with reason that he was treated with disdain. The king is said to have asked 
the German leader how many nails there were in the German infantry boot, 
and when Hitler did not know, explained at some length that the Italian boot 
had fifty-two nails in the sole and twenty-two in the heel. 

The next day was devoted to a tour of Rome and two private meetings 
between the Führer and the Duce, and in the evening, they reviewed the 
Italian fleet in Naples. The Vatican remained ostentatiously aloof, but there 
was a state banquet on May 8th at which the two leaders made speeches of 
German-Italian solidarity and Hitler announced that Germany regarded the 
Italian frontier ‘forever as unchangeable’. 

After visiting Florence on May 9th Hitler and his group returned to Berlin the 
following day. He had privately pressed for a military alliance between the two 
countries, which at this point Mussolini refused, though in the summer he 
copied the Germans by introducing anti-Jewish legislation. He had now decided 
that the Mussolini family was Nordic and related to the ‘purer’ Germans rather 
than the Latins, though he had earlier dismissed Nazi racial theories as ‘anti-
scientific drivel’. The relationship with Germany would dominate Italian foreign 
policy all the way to war; in May 1939 they signed a formal treaty, the so-called 
‘pact of steel’. 
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The Pictures: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hitler being greeted by 
Mussolini and the King of Italy 
after he arrives in the Rome 
Train station in May 1938 

 The via Adolf Hitler as it looked in May 
1938 

 

They traveled to the 
Monumento Nationale a 
Emanuele II and laid a wreath 
at the WWI-era Tomb of the 
Unknown soldier 
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Hitler touring what is probably 

Circo Massimo in Rome during 

his 1938 tour. 

Hitler stayed at the Palacio Venezia 

while in Rome, and then toured the 

Pantheon at night.  Here is one of 

the few pictures available of the 

tour. 
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Hitler, Mussolini, and King 

Emmanuel all went to Naples to 

look over Italian naval exercises 

being done there.  They all 

boarded the Conte di Cavour, 

pictured here. 
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After the naval tour, they proceeded to Florence via train.  After arriving, a 

grand military-style parade awaited them, with Hitler as the main attraction.  

He is seated in the back seat of one of these limousines. 
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Hitler’s care in front of the 

Basilico di Santa Maria del 

Fiorio, the cathedral of 

Florence. 

They also 

stopped at the 

Piazza del 

Croce to much 

fanfare. 
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1936 Hitler-Mussolini Propaganda Card 

 

   

Italian-German propaganda card: 

“Two People One War” 
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Roman publication highlighting the 1938 visit 
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From the Desk of David Mui         
 

David was kind enough to send us this receipt for the girls’ branch of the Hitler 

Youth.  This is one of those organizations you don’t mind going by the wayside! 

Thanks, David!  
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       CHANNEL ISLANDS SPECIALISTS’ SOCIETY  
Founded 1950 

Date: January 17, 2023 

Press Contact: Steve Wells Press & Advertising Officer 

 

Auction NS19 

The Channel Islands Specialists’ Society has made available the results of its 703-lot Autumn auction, NS 

19, which closed on November 24, 2022. 

Auctioneer Nick Stuart commented: “This was another good auction, with sales of £17,400 and 94 

bidders participating. The quality and variety of material on offer, from early postal history to modern 

Jersey stamps, generated much interest especially those items which are rarely available as well as 

material not usually found in the commercial auction houses’ sales”. 

There were several 1940 “Service Suspended” covers which could not be delivered to the Islands from 

the U.K. because the German Military Occupation had started. A cover sent on June 28, 1940 from St. 

Helens in Lancashire addressed to Guernsey received the NO SERVICE / RETURN TO SENDER 

violet cachet along with an unusual U handstamp in black alongside: with a reserve of £38 it sold for £65 

(NS19167). 

A February 22, 1941 registered cover with 6 x 2d Centenary bisects – of which four were hardly 

separated - cancelled by Guernsey single circle date-stamps, was offered at £40 and sold for £48 

(NS19184). A registered KGV postal stationery envelope uprated with 4 x 2d Centenary bisects also sent 

in February 1941 had a reserve of £25 and sold for £38 (NS19188) 

The range of Guernsey Arms and Jersey Arms and Views stamps were popular with a Guernsey1d Arms 

imperforate block of 4 selling for £80 (NS19200). 

Commercial usage of the stamps on cover during the German Military Occupation, especially if they have 

surcharges or Instructional cachets, is always in demand. A 1941 Guernsey underpaid sealed letter with a 

fine 3D TO PAY / 324 handstamp fetched £80 (NS19238). 

The use of sub post-office registration labels during the Occupation was limited, so a 1944 Guernsey 

registered cover with a Forest date-stamp and a Forest Registration Label sold for £130 (NS19255). A 

1944 Jersey registered cover with a set of Views stamps cancelled with a St. Martin’s Jersey date-stamp 

and the rare “D” type registration label sold for £200 (NS19311). 

Further information about the C.I.S.S. may be obtained from the website: https://www.ciss.uk/ 

The Study of Stamps, Postal History and Postcards of the Channel Islands 

__________________________________________________________________________  

https://www.ciss.uk/


T h i r d  R e i c h  S t u d y  G r o u p  B u l l e t i n  V o l .  L V I I I  # 2 2 7  P a g e  18 | 81 

 

 

 

 

The June 1940 cover with the “No Service Return to Sender” cachet with the U handstamp, 

selling for £65. 
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This February 1941 bisected cover sold for £48. 
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This postal stationary envelope sent in February 1941 sold for £38: 



T h i r d  R e i c h  S t u d y  G r o u p  B u l l e t i n  V o l .  L V I I I  # 2 2 7  P a g e  21 | 81 

 

 

The “Forrest” label, rare in Channel Islands philately, brought the price of this 

cover to £130. 
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The instructions on the envelope of this September 1941 letter drove up its 

worth.  The “3 d(ays) to pay” based on insufficient postage is a big reason it 

fetched £80 
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This cover with the complete set of Jersey scenic view stamps got £200 at 

auction. 
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 C A T A L O G S: “D i s p l a c e d   P e r s o n s “ 

 

The collection area  "Displaced Persons / Camp Post after World War II"  has become very 

popular  and it has been shown that the two catalogs available represent an enrichment for 

interested collectors in their philatelic work.   Above all, this "enrichment"  includes a very 

detailed list with as many illustrations as possible, which gives the collector an overview of this 

historically very interesting collecting area and also arouses the interest of future "collectors".       

Prices are also given for the stamps and blocks of the various issues, which represent a basis for 

evaluation, as is usual with conventional catalogues. Ultimately, however, the market decides 

on actual prices.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                        Part I   267 Pages                                                    Part II   287 Pages 

                                                                  both volumes (A 4) 

               If you have any questions,  please contact me at the  email – address   

                                                                  dp-catalog@aon.at   

The two catalogs list the issues of the DP camps, primarily in Germany, but also two camps in 

Italy, Rimini and Barletta, and one in Austria, Hellbrunn. Furthermore, the issues of the 
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"Ukrainian National Council" as well as Ukrainian charity issues etc. are taken into account.   

Below are a few details from the two catalogs (view reduced by 20%): 
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An incredible contribution from Michael Samuels:  
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AuctionWatch! 

The action seems to be mainly on occupation issues this time around.  So, let’s go 

through a few, from the near-ordinary to the sublime.  But don’t worry, we have a 

few surprises at the end for you! 

 

Auktionshaus Christoph Gärtner GmbH & Co KG Worldwide Public Auction - 
February 20-24, 2023 

 

As of 3/4/23 1 US dollar = 0.94 Euros 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1938, Sokol Winter Games 50 H. green and 1 Kc. lilac carmine, two values 
each on piece of piece clearly stamped "MAFFERSDORF 8.OCTOBER 
1938". Short report Brunel "perfect".  Mi. 340 €.  SOLD for €90.00 

https://stampauctionnetwork.com/CG/CG55.cfm
https://stampauctionnetwork.com/CG/CG55.cfm
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1939, overprints, four values in blocks of 4 together with Czechoslovakia 10 
Kc. in the vertical strip of 4 with a blank field attached at the top as an 
attractive follower mixed franking on airmail R-Express cover front from 
"PRAHA 26.VII.39" to New York with customs stamps, various traces of 
transport/needs defects. 
SOLD for €60.00 
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1941, 3 R black opal green postal stamp "Lenin" from the left edge of the 
sheet with inverted overprint "Eesti Post", mint never hinged with full original 
gum in perfect condition. The total circulation of this stamp is only 70 pieces - 
with an inverted overprint, only this ONE piece is known in mint condition so 
far. GREATEST RARITY of the German occupation issues in World War 
II. Signed Keiler BPP and Zierer, photo certificate Krischke, Mi. -,- ÷ 1941, 3 R 
dark opal green definitive "Lenin" from left sheet margin with INVERTED 
overprint "Eesti Post", mint never hinged with full original gum, VF 
condition. Only 70 copies were issued - this stamp with inverted overprint in 
mint never hinged condition is UNIQUE! GREATEST RARITY of German 
Occupation Issues in WW II. Expert signed Keiler BPP and Zierer, certificate 
Krischke, Mi. -,- 
SOLD for €1,350.00 
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1941, 30 + 30 K. black/violet ultramarine perforated, type I, brightly colored 

and well perforated example, cleanly stamped "OTEPÄÄ B 25 VII 41" 

(Hurt/Ojaste 416:4), reverse. black ink, signed Dr.Laur, Nemvalz as well as 

photo certificate Löbbering BPP "perfect". [Eho Vaher: 3rd printing period 

Type III (e), so-called "double error" of the stamps originally only printed 

imperforate on arc fields 1, 5, and 9, subsequently originally perforated on 

pressure from the German occupation authorities. Edition of 240 stamps 

imperforated, perforated not known]. SOLD for €160.00 
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1941, F + 100 Fr violet-ultramarine/red, block of polar bears, block issue of the 

volunteer legion, threefold printing of the red color, imperforated, unused with 

production-related rubber folds with remains of a fold in the upper edge of the 

block. SOLD for €1,160.00 
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Cherrystone Auctions 

February 2023 

 

 

 

1940 5fr Air Post, overprinted Type I, used on cover to Anneke, with arrival on 

reverse, v.f. and scarce, with 2016 Herbst certificate SOLD for $450.00 
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1945 Ship, 50c and 2fr, set of two, each used on cover with additional 

franking, fine-v.f., cat. €1000 (Cat No. Mi.1-2)  SOLD for $375.00 
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Occupied Montenegro - 1943 25c-5L, nine values, n.h., fine-v.f., signed 

Ercegovic, with 2015 Brunel certificate, cat. €1000 (Cat No. Mi.10-18) SOLD 

for $350.00 

 
 

 
 

1943 1r+2r black and orange, black, orange and green, n.h., v.f., the latter 

with Brunel opinion, cat. €500 (Cat No. Mi. VIIBbc)  SOLD for $250.00 
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1944 Inselpost, two singles from a separated pair, cancelled "Teufenbach", 

v.f., with 2002 Petry certificate, cat. €700 (Cat No. Mi.7A) SOLD for $280.00 

 
 
 
 

                              
 
1944 Inselpost, n.h. but with usual slight gum disturbance, irregular perf., 
otherwise fine, with 2002 Petry certificate, cat. €700 (Cat No. Mi.10AbII) 
SOLD for $200.00 
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R. Maresch & Sons Limited 

February 2023 

 

Note:  1 US dollar = 0.74 Canadian (C) dollar as of3/6/23 

 

 

 

 

GERMANY: THIRD REICH: COMPLETE BOOKLETS: MH33: 1933 

Hindenburg, nh, very fine. (Mi €900 SOLD for C$280.00 
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GERMANY: THIRD REICH: COMPLETE BOOKLETS: MH38.1: 1939 
Hindenburg #9, nh, very fine. (Mi €250) 

SOLD for C$80.00 
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GERMANY: THIRD REICH: COMPLETE BOOKLETS: MH40.1: 1934 

Nothilfe (Berufsstande), perforated selvedge, nh, very fine. Mi €400 

 SOLD for C$180.00 

 

 

GERMANY: THIRD REICH: BOOKLET PANES: 48B,49B: 1931 Airmail 
10pf x 6, 15pf x 4 lh in selvedge, and 20pf x 4 plus 6 labels (from MH 20), nh, 

fine. (Mi €800 
SOLD for C$190.00 
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Nordphila e.K. Sale: 489 – January 2023 

 

1936, "Olympic sailing competitions", 6 Pf. (7 various Kieler special cancel) 

and 15 Pf. (3 various), mostly superb Sold...EUR 47.00 
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Trivia 

 

I am going to go easy on you – instead of the usual tortuous and 

humbling questions, below represents a few questions that may 

actually be doable.  Enjoy! 

 

1. This Nazi, who from July 1941 was in charge of 'Jewish Affairs' 

and chaired the Wannsee Conference, was assassinated in Prague in 

1942 by members of the Free Czechoslovak Army, 

 

 Karl Wolff 

 Heinrich Himmler 

 Erwin Rommel 

 Reinhard Heydrich 

 

2. This person was seen as Himmler's 'golden boy', but executed in 

Berlin almost at the very end of World War II for being associated 

with him and going AWOL. 

 

 Hermann Fegelein 

 Mohnke 

 Himmler 

 Weidling 

 

3. This leading Nazi was addicted to morphine. 

 

 Alfred Jodl 

 Reinhard Heydrich 
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 Hermann Göring 

 Adolf Hitler 

 

4. This man was Hitler's propaganda minister and was loyal to the 

Führer to the very end. He was in the bunker when Hitler committed 

suicide. 

 

 Mohnke 

 Keitel 

 Erwin Rommel 

 Joseph Goebbels 

 

5. This man was originally in charge of 'Jewish emigration' but 

succeeded in expanding his role till he was in charge of transporting 

Jews to concentration camps. He became in effect the 'manager' of 

the Holocaust. He succeeded in escaping to Argentina after the war, 

but was later tracked down by Mossad, taken to Israel and made to 

stand trial. 

 

 Fegelein 

 Hitler 

 Eichmann 

 Göring 

 

6. This man with a pince nez, sometimes referred to by Allied 

propaganda as 'Pale Henry', spent a short time working on a farm as 

part of 'back-to-the-land' movement before joining the SS in the 

1920s.Hint 

 

 Hitler 

 Heydrich 
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 Karl Wolff 

 Himmler 

 

7. This Nazi, nominally Deputy Führer, flew to Scotland in May 1941, 

hoping to negotiate peace with Britain just before the start of 

Operation Barbarossa. 

 

 Himmler 

 Hitler 

 Hess 

 Göring 

 

8. This man was Hitler's armaments minister from 1942-1945. 

 

 Heinrich Himmler 

 Speer 

 Keitel 

 Hermann Göring 

 

9. This man was Commandant of Auschwitz from its foundation in 

May 1940 till November 1943 and again later. 

 

 Adolf Eichmann 

 Ernst Kaltenbrunner 

 Rudolf Höss 

 Otto Skorzeny 

 

10. This man was satirized by Charlie Chaplin in the film "The Great 

Dictator", released in October 1940. In the film this person is 
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ruthlessly portrayed as a thoroughly grotesque, squalid and evil 

little man. He was none other than ...? 

 

 Heinrich Himmler 

 Adolf Hitler 

 Hermann Göring 

 Albert Speer 
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Answers 

1. This Nazi, who from July 1941 was in charge of 'Jewish Affairs' and 

chaired the Wannsee Conference, was assassinated in Prague in 1942 by 

members of the Free Czechoslovak Army. 

 

Answer: Reinhard Heydrich 

 

By 1942 Heydrich had amassed several offices in the Nazi regime, including those 

of deputy head of the SS, head of 'Jewish Affairs' and acting governor of Bohemia 

and Moravia. He was an SS-Obergruppenführer (roughly equivalent to lieutenant-

general) at the time of his assassination. 

 

Two members of the Czech resistance escaped from Nazi-occupied 

Czechoslovakia to the UK, where they were trained by British Special forces. They 

were later sent back to Bohemia to assassinate Heydrich. On the day of the 

assassination, one of the pair attempted to shoot him with a machine gun, but it 

jammed, and then the other threw a grenade, fatally wounding him. He was 

rushed to hospital, and then went into a coma, after several days he died of 

blood poisoning. 

 

The team was betrayed by a local member of the resistance. The Nazis were led 

to the Orthodox church in Prague, which was being used as a hiding place by the 

team. At the end of a spectacular shoot-out in the church the assassins 

committed suicide. The damage done by the betrayal was enormous, with the 

Nazis discovering several safe houses. Savage reprisals followed. 

 

 

 



T h i r d  R e i c h  S t u d y  G r o u p  B u l l e t i n  V o l .  L V I I I  # 2 2 7  P a g e  67 | 81 

 

2. This person was seen as Himmler's 'golden boy', but executed in Berlin 

almost at the very end of World War II for being associated with him and 

going AWOL. 

 

Answer: Hermann Fegelein 

 

Before Himmler left for Lubeck, he informed his adjutant, Fegelein, of his plans to 

negotiate a surrender with Eisenhower. Fegelein remained silent about this. 

However, when Hitler found out about these plans, he ordered the execution of 

Fegelein, Himmler's 'Golden Boy'. Fegelein was found AWOL and in bed with his 

wife drunk. He was taken outside the bunker and shot. 

 

 

3. This leading Nazi was addicted to morphine. 

 

Answer: Hermann Göring 

 

Hermann Göring was for a long time seen as #2 in the Third Reich and in 1941 

was designated as Hitler's successor, but at the very end Hitler stripped him of all 

ranks and offices: Göring in effect proclaimed himself Führer (on the grounds that 

Hitler was surrounded in Berlin and unable to carry out his functions) - an act that 

Hitler regarded as treason. 

 

He was addicted to morphine and when taken to Nuremberg, he brought many 

jars of tablets with him! 

 

Sentenced to death by the Nuremberg Tribunal, he committed suicide the night 

before he was due to be executed. 
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4. This man was Hitler's propaganda minister and was loyal to the Führer to 

the very end. He was in the bunker when Hitler committed suicide. 

 

Answer: Joseph Goebbels 

 

He also committed suicide in the bunker, along with his wife, who also poisoned 

their five of their six children. (One was not in the bunker at the time of the 

poisonings). 

 

 

5. This man was originally in charge of 'Jewish emigration' but succeeded in 

expanding his role till he was in charge of transporting Jews to 

concentration camps. He became in effect the 'manager' of the Holocaust. 

He succeeded in escaping to Argentina after the war, but was later tracked 

down by Mossad, taken to Israel and made to stand trial. 

 

Answer: Eichmann 

 

He was found by Israeli intelligence, taken to Israel, given a major, highly 

publicized trial, convicted and hanged for his crimes. 

 

6. This man with a pince nez, sometimes referred to by Allied propaganda as 

'Pale Henry', spent a short time working on a farm as part of 'back-to-the-

land' movement before joining the SS in the 1920s. 

 

Answer: Himmler 

 

Himmler joined the Nazis very early and participated in the Beer Hall Putsch 

(November 1923). He was an ardent believer in Nordic paganism and an equally 

ardent racist. 
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In 1925 he joined the SS and rose rapidly, becoming head of the SS. By 1936 at 

the latest he was in charge of the entire Nazi terror apparatus and turned it into a 

formidable lobby. 

 

Towards the very end of the war Himmler tried to negotiate with the Allies. Hitler 

stripped him of all offices and ranks (like Göring) and expelled him from the 

NSDAP. Shortly after being arrested by the British in May 1945, he committed 

suicide. 

 

7. This Nazi, nominally Deputy Führer, flew to Scotland in May 1941, hoping 

to negotiate peace with Britain just before the start of Operation 

Barbarossa. 

 

Answer: Hess 

 

Rudolf Hess's real position was much less influential than the title of Deputy 

Führer would suggest. 

 

He was found and gave his name as Alfred Horn, then taken to hospital. The 

Home Guard alerted the authorities and the next day it was reported in the 

media. 

 

 

8. This man was Hitler's armaments minister from 1942-1945. 

 

Answer: Speer 

 

He was first introduced to Hitler for a design and soon became quite close to the 

Führer and sometimes also dined with Göring, Himmler and other Nazi leaders. 
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9. This man was Commandant of Auschwitz from its foundation in May 1940 

till November 1943 and again later. 

 

Answer: Rudolf Höss 

 

Höss was arrested in April 1946. He appeared at the Nuremberg Tribunal as a 

witness for the defense(!) and was then sent to Poland for trial. While awaiting 

trial he wrote his memoirs, which reveal an archetypal authoritarian personality 

(as postulated by Adorno). 

 

In April 1947 Höss was tried in Warsaw, convicted, sentenced to death and 

hanged at Auschwitz, just inside the former camp, facing the notorious sign 

inscribed 'Arbeit macht frei'. 

 

10. This man was satirized by Charlie Chaplin in the film "The Great 

Dictator", released in October 1940. In the film this person is ruthlessly 

portrayed as a thoroughly grotesque, squalid and evil little man. He was 

none other than ...? 

 

Answer: Adolf Hitler 

 

Hitler, as is well known, promised Germany a better future, more jobs and the 

restoration of "German honor", but brought Germany into disrepute as nobody 

else has ever done. 
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More Trivia!! 

 

This time we have more general WWII trivia questions. But don't worry, 

they are still tough!! 

 

1. What did the resistance fighters Nancy Wake and Edward Yeo 

Thomas have in common? 

 

 

 They were husband and wife 

 Both were in the RAF 

 Both were citizens of Australia 

 Their Gestapo names began with "White" 

 

2. Who was the Wimbledon Tennis Champion who was arrested by 

the Gestapo, imprisoned in a concentration camp, then a castle and 

heroically helped American and German troops defend the castle in 

Austria? 

 

 Jean Borotra 

 Henri Cochet 

 Gottfried von Cramm 

 Don Budge 
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3. During WWII the Academy Award Oscars that were presented 

were made of what material? 

 

 

 Painted plaster 

 Painted stone 

 Painted wood 

 Painted glass 

 

4. During 1939-1945, Nazi Germany only declared war on one 

country. Who was this country? 

Hint 

 

 USA 

 Poland 

 Britain 

 Soviet Union 

 

5. Stanislawa Leszczynska has a number of hospitals, organizations, 

streets and a museum named after her. What was her achievement? 

 

 

 Delivered over 3,000 babies in Auschwitz 

 She was a civil engineer 

 Polish resistance fighter 

 Editor of an underground newspaper 
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6. Nazi Germany landed and set up a station on North American soil. 

Where was this station known as "Kurt"? 

 

 

 Georgia 

 Alaska 

 Labrador, Newfoundland 

 Baffin Island 

 

7. The mass escape from Stalag Luft III was depicted in the movie 

"The Great Escape" (1963) starring Steve McQueen (Virgil Hilts) and 

James Garner (Robert Hendley) as American airmen. What was 

different about the movie and the actual event? 

 

 

 The event never happened 

 They portrayed actual servicemen 

 No Americans were in the mass escape 

 Virgil Hilts tried escaping in a car not a motorbike 

 

8. Princess Elizabeth, who was to be the future Elizabeth II, was 

involved in the war effort. What did she specialize in during the 

war? 

 

 

 a mechanic 

 an air raid warden 

 a nurse 

 a fire fighter 
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9. The four Bielski brothers played a significant role in Belarus in 

WWII. What did they do? 

 

 

 Commanded four concentration camps in Belarus 

 All joined the RAF as pilots 

 Fought in the Polish Air Force 

 Protected over 1,200 Jews 

 

10. What did the owners of the USA "Bicycle" playing card company 

and the British "Monopoly" board game company do during WWII 

to assist the war effort? 

 

 

 Used their products as maps and escape routes for POWs 

 Closed factories for employees to assist in war effort 

 Their premises became military factories 

 Used wood instead of paper in their products 
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Answers 

 

 

1. What did the resistance fighters Nancy Wake and Edward Yeo Thomas 

have in common? 

 

Answer: Their Gestapo names began with "White" 

 

Nancy Wake and Edward Yeo Thomas were both flown into occupied France 

during WWII and although they operated separately were known by the Gestapo 

as the "White Mouse" and the "White Rabbit" respectively. 

Nancy Wake (1912-2011) was born in New Zealand but moved to Sydney, 

Australia as a very young child. She became an Australian citizen. She was 

married to a French industrialist and living in France when the country was 

invaded by Germany. She worked as a French resistance courier and after being 

betrayed she made her way to Britain where she joined SOE (Special Operations 

Executive) and was parachuted back into France and remained in France working 

with the resistance until the end of the war. She is reputed to have killed a SS 

sentry with her bare hands and was a very accurate shot with a rifle. 

Wing Commander Edward Yeo Thomas (1902-1964) born in London, also joined 

SOE and was parachuted into France to work with the resistance. He was 

eventually betrayed and after torture was sent to Buchenwald Concentration 

camp. From there he escaped, but was recaptured and passed himself off as a 

French national and was sent to Stalag-XXB. He was an important witness at the 

Nuremburg Trials. 

 

The books "The White Rabbit" (1952) and "The White Mouse" (1985) tell the 

stories of these two heroes. 

2. Who was the Wimbledon Tennis Champion who was arrested by the 

Gestapo, imprisoned in a concentration camp, then a castle and heroically 
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helped American and German troops defend the castle in Austria? 

 

Answer: Jean Borotra 

 

Jean Borotra (1898-1994) was a French Basque winner of 18 Grand Slam titles (4-

singles titles including Wimbledon 1924 & 1926, 9-doubles and 5-mixed doubles) 

was arrested by the Gestapo in 1944 and originally imprisoned in a German 

concentration camp and then in Castle Itter in northern Austria until May 1945. 

He played a heroic role at the Battle for Castle Itter when American and German 

troops fought side by side to defend the castle against a SS Panzer Division. It is 

the only instance in WWII where the Allies and the Axis fought side by side. 

Henri Cochet (1901-1987) from France won Wimbledon in 1927 and 1929 and a 

total 15 Grand Slam titles. For a brief period during WWII he was imprisoned but 

was later released and unable to leave the country. 

Gottfried von Cramm (1909-1976) was a pre-war German tennis player who won 

two singles Grand Slams (French) and was runner-up at Wimbledon three times 

(1935-37). 

Don Budge (1915-2000) was an American champion who won six Grand Slam 

singles titles including two at Wimbledon. 

 

3. During WWII the Academy Award Oscars that were presented were made 

of what material? 

 

Answer: Painted plaster 

 

Due to the shortage of metal all Oscars given out during WWII were made of 

painted plaster. After the war recipients did receive the "real" ones as 

replacements. Oscars used to be made of bronze but nowadays they are made 

out of Britannia metal, a pewter-type alloy, which is then plated in copper, nickel-
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silver and finally, 24 carat gold. Only once has an Oscar been made of wood and 

that was in 1938 when the ventriloquist Edgar Bergen received a wooden Oscar 

for his dummy, Charlie McCarthy. 

 

4. During 1939-1945, Nazi Germany only declared war on one country. Who 

was this country? 

 

Answer: USA 

 

Germany only declared war on the USA - on 11th December, 1941. All other 

countries in which Germany was involved against during WWII were invasions, 

without any declaration of war. 

 

5. Stanislawa Leszczynska has a number of hospitals, organizations, streets 

and a museum named after her. What was her achievement? 

 

Answer: Delivered over 3,000 babies in Auschwitz 

 

Stanislawa Leszczynska (1896-1974) was a Polish midwife who was imprisoned in 

Auschwitz concentration camp in 1943. Until her liberation in 1945 she delivered 

over 3,000 babies in the Women's Work Camp in Auschwitz II. She was under 

orders to kill every baby she delivered, but did not kill one single baby as she 

would hide the new-born under scraps of material under the mother's blankets. 

Sadly, a large percentage perished under the terrible conditions and some with 

blue eyes were sent to German foster homes. 

 

In 1970 she attended a reunion in Warsaw where she met some of the mothers 

and their grown-up child that had survived the concentration camp. She is an 

official candidate for canonization by the Catholic Church. 
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6. Nazi Germany landed and set up a station on North American soil. Where 

was this station known as "Kurt"? 

 

Answer: Labrador, Newfoundland 

 

In October 1943, the submarine U-537 made the only German armed landing on 

North American soil in WWII. The landing was at Martin Bay on the northern tip 

of Labrador. On board ship was the scientist Dr. Kurt Sommermeyer and 

consequently the weather station was known as "Kurt". 

 

The purpose of the station was to send out weather reports to the Nazi 

submarines operating in the North Sea. The story only became known during the 

1970s and it was not until the 1980s that the site was actually discovered. 

 

The site was then dismantled and is now on display at the Canadian War Museum 

in Ottawa. 

 

7. The mass escape from Stalag Luft III was depicted in the movie "The Great 

Escape" (1963) starring Steve McQueen (Virgil Hilts) and James Garner 

(Robert Hendley) as American airmen. What was different about the movie 

and the actual event? 

 

Answer: No Americans were in the mass escape 

 

There were no Americans in the planned escape although they were in the camp 

and were used as lookouts while the tunnel was being dug. They were also 

moved to a different part of the camp while the tunnelling was in progress. 

There were many mass escapes made by Allied POWs during WWII but this one 

from Stalag Luft III had by far the greatest number of escapees. The plan was for 

200 men to escape but the tunnel was discovered during the escape itself. A total 
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of 76 made the breakout, 23 were returned to custody and only 3 made it 

successfully to safety. 50 were executed by the Gestapo to set an example for 

further POW breakouts. Of the 50 that were executed they comprised of 13 

different nationalities including airmen from as far as Australia, New Zealand, 

South Africa and Argentina. 

Only three were successful - two Norwegians and one Dutchman. All three had a 

very good command of German. All of the nationalities involved in the escape 

were members to the Royal Air Force (RAF). 

 

8. Princess Elizabeth, who was to be the future Elizabeth II, was involved in 

the war effort. What did she specialize in during the war? 

 

Answer: a mechanic 

 

When she turned 18 in 1944, she joined the Women's Auxiliary Territorial Service. 

She was known as Second Subaltern Elizabeth Windsor. She was issued with a 

pair of overalls and trained as a mechanic and truck driver. To this day she 

remains the only female member of the Royal family to have joined the armed 

forces and the only living head of state who served in WWII. 

 

9. The four Bielski brothers played a significant role in Belarus in WWII. 

What did they do? 

 

Answer: Protected over 1,200 Jews 

 

The four brothers Tuvia (1906-1987), Asael (1908-1945), Alexander (1912-1995) 

and Aron (b. 1927) protected 1,236 Jews in the forests of Belarus making it one of 

the most remarkable rescue missions during the Holocaust. For over two years 

they hid in the forests setting up schools, medical stations and various workshops 

to help the partisan movement. 

 

As the pendulum swung against the Germans many fought with the Soviets 
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against the Nazis and after the war Tuvia and Alexander emigrated to the USA 

and set up a successful trucking business in New York. 

 

Their escapades were immortalized in the 2008 movie titled "Defiance" starring 

Daniel Craig and Liev Schreiber. 

 

10. What did the owners of the USA "Bicycle" playing card company and the 

British "Monopoly" board game company do during WWII to assist the war 

effort? 

 

Answer: Used their products as maps and escape routes for POWs 

 

During WWII both companies used means to print escape routes and maps on 

their products. Both companies joined forces with American and British 

intelligence agencies to create special products that were sent as gifts through 

the Red Cross for POWs. 

The playing cards had a map between the two layers of card paper and by 

soaking the card in water the two pieces of paper came apart and revealed a map 

which could be used for escape purposes. 

The Monopoly game served various purposes as foreign currencies were hidden 

below the monopoly money, maps were concealed between the board itself and 

compasses and files were disguised as playing pieces. 

 

(Taken from funtrivia.com) 

 

 

 

 



T h i r d  R e i c h  S t u d y  G r o u p  B u l l e t i n  V o l .  L V I I I  # 2 2 7  P a g e  81 | 81 

 

For Sale 

 

We do have a few items for sale.   They have recently been rebounded and 

redone.  They look great and are definitely worth the price: 

 

Mail Surveillance under the Third Reich by R.J. Houston.  35 pages. $15. 

 

German Feldpost Operations in the West 1940-1944 by John Painter. 2004. 60 

total pages. $20. 

 

The War of the Springing Tiger by Jeffrey Markem, about Azad Hind stamps and 

the fight for India’s Independence. $10. 

 

Composition Listing of Organic German Military Units, 1980. $15. 

 

Each of these are expertly written, filled with details that obviously took scores of 

hours to research.  All proceeds go only to Third Reich Study Group.  It is first 

come /first come serve, and if we get down to one copy, I will get more printed 

(but that could delay shipping by a week or so if it happens). 

 


