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Third Reich Study Group Bulletin  

April 2021, Volume LVI, Number 2 (#219) 
 

 

  

Inside another great issue: 

 

A special Hitler Head collection:  An 

exhibition-worthy collection, with some 

rarely seen covers.  Truly worth your 

time! 

 

The Hertogenbosch Prison and 

Concentration Camp by Larry Nelson- 

Larry shows us some hard-to-find covers 

while teaching us important history from 

the Netherlands 

 

A Fascinating and Chilling Cover.  Dr. 

Michael Samuels shows us a cover 

intercepted by the Gestapo.  What a find!    

 

Durch Deutsche Feldpost- Your editor 

explains the rationale about this civilian 

use of military mail, and shows how its 

rule and policies changed over the years. 

 

Plus: Danzig, Auctionwatch, Stamps of 

the Third Reich and Trivia.  And read the 

Editor’s Letter for a giveaway!!!  

 

  

 

Exciting news:  I am in the process 

of revamping the Study Guide, 

and then publishing it in book 

form!  After more than 400 

revisions, corrections and 

clarifications, it is nearly ready to 

go.  I hope to have this ready to 

go in book form, and available as 

an e-book as early as this Fall.   

It is your support that makes all of 

this possible.  Please think about 

supporting our group with a 

donation even now to help us as 

we publish the Study Guide and 

the compilations in the future.  

Mail any donation, made out to 

Christopher Kolker to: 

C. Kolker, 25 Parkwoods Drive, 

Norwich, CT 06030 

 

Articles, Articles, Articles!!! I need 

them!  Big or small, detailed or 

general!!!  Please e-mail them to 

ctkolker@mail.com or send them to 

the address just above this box.  See 

your name published and share 

your knowledge with the world! 

KEEP COLLECTING!!!!! 

mailto:ctkolker@mail.com
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Editor’s Letter 

To our Esteemed Readers: 

Greetings from the Third Reich Study Group. We have an excellent issue this 

spring season, and we also have a couple of important announcements. 

We have an opportunity for a special giveaway. For those who enjoy our Bulletin 

but are not members of the Germany Philatelic Society USA  (GPS), we have an 

opportunity for you. For those non-members, the first five who email me at 

ctkolker@mail.com will receive a complimentary one-year membership to the 

GPS.  Membership will give you full access to all of the archives, educational 

material, presentations, and of course, their magazine, The Specialist. We can 

only do this because donations to our Study Group have been generous, and I feel 

it’s time to give something back to some of our readers. 

The second announcement is the Germany Philatelic Society Mentor Program. 

This new program matches collectors with experience and expertise to those who 

might want guidance in their collecting.  Mentoring allows members to bounce 

new ideas around and talk shop. It’s, of course, voluntary, but we think it would 

be a great way to meet new people. If you are at all interested, please email me 

at ctkolker@mail.com. Let me know if you are beginning, intermediate, or 

advanced and what you would like to see in a body. Some might want a colleague; 

others might want to learn from a more experienced collector, while still others 

may want to teach a lifetime of experience. Wherever you’re at, I think this can 

be a positive experience for you. 

As always, please keep those great articles and scans coming. I do need them. The 

cupboard runs a little bare during the summer. Send me those articles and scans 

to ctkolker@mail.com. 

Now sit back and enjoy a great Bulletin. 

 

Your humble Editor, 

 

Chris 

mailto:ctkolker@mail.com
mailto:ctkolker@mail.com
mailto:ctkolker@mail.com
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A Special Offer 

 

Because we have a little extra at the Third Reich Study Group, we want to give 

something back: 

 

Due to the generosity of you, the reader, we here at the Third Reich Study Group 

are able to make the following offer: 

Are you a Germany Philatelic Society member?  Would you like to be?  For those 

who answered the second question yes, we at the Third Reich Study Group have 

an exciting offer for you.  We are offering those who are not already members a 

one-year membership absolutely free! 

Yes, free!  We have enough funds to cover five free memberships for one year.  

That’s a $40 value with no strings attached.  Discover their wonderful print 

journal, The Specialist, printed ten times yearly, delivered to your door, and the 

great benefits of their members-only portion of their website 

www.germanyphilatelicsocietyusa.org.   

How do you get in on a deal like this?  Simply email me at ctkolker@mail.com, 

and I will get you signed up.  But it is first-come, first-served.  Sorry, it is not for 

renewals, just for those who aren’t current members.   

Keep calm, and keep collecting! 

 

Your editor, 

 

Chris 

  

http://www.germanyphilatelicsocietyusa.org/
mailto:ctkolker@mail.com
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Hitler Heads- A Very Special Collection 

 

Walter Kurth has put together an amazing, award-winning exhibit of Hitler heads.  

Enjoy some of the best pages below.  And, he might be in the market to sell.  

Interested?  E-mail me at ctkolker@mail.com, and I will get you in touch with him.  

You can see the entire exhibit at: 

http://www.germanyphilatelicsocietyusa.org/wordpress/2020/08/13/hitler-head-exhibit/ 

 

 

mailto:ctkolker@mail.com
http://www.germanyphilatelicsocietyusa.org/wordpress/2020/08/13/hitler-head-exhibit/
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Durch Deutsche Feldpost 

By Christopher Kolker 

 

 

With the Nazis rolling into Belgium and France in 1939, a fundamental internal 

communications issue came into being: What do the Nazis do with 

communications inside the newly occupied areas? The postal system for local 

services inside France and Belgium could continue through traditional lines. 

However, contacts back and forth into Germany, especially with German nationals 

and businesses occupying France, were quite different. 

Thus, German nationals and other Germans doing business in France and Belgium 

were allowed to use the German Feldpost system. As most know, this was the 

Germans' military mail system wherever their military went. While considered a 

little bit slower than civilian mail, the Feldpost system could be more secure. 

The Nazis first set this system in motion in August 1940.  At first, German 

nationals living in occupied Belgium and France could send letters up to 250g 

using the Feldpost system.  They had to use standard postal rates.  The words 

"Durch Deutsche Feldpost" had to be written on the address side of the envelope 

in red ink. A collectible item came into being. 

July 1941 brought the first changes to the system, but certainly not the last.  

Packages up to 1000g were permitted, but the recipient's address had to include 

the local Feldpostamt (military post office) and the recipient's address. 

Furthermore, on that same address, the phrase “über Feldpostamt und 

Luftgaumpostamt Brussel.” 

 

Jim Lewis, in his 1981 TRSG article, gives us the following example: 
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Herrn Alfred Glatz 

Deutsche Buchgemeinschaft 

Feldpostamt Brussel 

über Feldpostamt und Luftgaumpostamt Brüssel 

 

 

By April 1942, more regulations had been set up. Postcards and letters were still 

allowed, as were parcels up to 1000 g. Registered mail could be sent, but only by 

offices, not individuals. Consignments were allowed. "Durch Deutsche Feldpost" 

had to be outlined in red; the addition "via Luftgaupostamt" (Air District Post 

Office) had to be underlined in red. Shipments to German firms had to have the 

first and last name, occupation or status, and the departments' address. 

The mailings allowed: 

• Private letters up to 100g – full name and occupation required on the 

address 

• Company letters up to 250g 

• Packages up to 1000g for both private individuals and businesses 

• Private mail could not be registered 

•  The line "Uber Feldpostamt und Luftgaumpostamt" was not needed 

anymore 

• Firms could get their mailings delivered to their offices, but individuals had 

to go to the Feldpost office 

The Nazis allowed this service in any place where only the Feldpost system existed 

for German mail in occupied territories.  But in any place where this system was in 

place, permission had to be granted. The local Feldpost office took applications 

and then had to be okayed by the Feldpost postmaster. 

Civilian merchant ships in the North Sea were allowed to take part as well. They 

had to put the same stamp "Durch Deutsche Feldpost" and then had to have the 

Durch Deutsche Feldpost 
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words "Via Luftgaumpostamt Berlin" on the envelope or package as well.  If the 

item was going to the ship, the address had to have only the name of the person 

and the ship, the Feldpost system taking care of the rest. 

On May 18, 1943, the Germans sent out another Amtsblatt (official 

communication).   It expanded the rights and privileges of the "Durch Deutsche 

Feldpost" into the General government's areas (present-day Poland), Bohemia-

Moravia, and the German postal regions. These are the Germans designated as 

being divided into distinct postal zones and new postal structures. Furthermore, 

the Amtsblatt said that one could send and receive letters from nonhostile 

countries. Postal rates were the same as before except for letters, as those 

between 100 and 250 g cost 24 pfennigs to mail. 

The markings changed as well. The note "Frei Durch Ablölung Reich" (Free by the 

Redemption of the Reich) was accepted except in Ostland (the Baltic States), the 

GeneralGouvernment, and Ukraine. A diagonal Blue Cross had to be etched on 

the envelope, now a familiar sight to many collectors. And with foreign countries 

now in the system, foreign fees and stamps could apply. 

This infusion of foreign mail led to a new problem. With foreign letters now in the 

Feldpost system, the Nazis implemented a network through the 

Auslandsbriefprüfstelle to censor letters based on its geographic place of 

origination: 

 

• Luftgauamts Königsberg, at the foreign letter inspection center 
Königsberg 5 

• Luftgauamts Posen and Luftgauamts Breslau, at the international letter 
inspection office Berlin-Charlottenburg 2. Zoo. 

• Luftgauamts Wien, at the Auslandsbriefprüfstelle Wien 

• Luftgauamts Paris, at the international mail inspection office in Paris 

• Luftgauamts Brussels, at the international letter inspection office in 
Cologne 

• Luftgauamts Hamburg, at the international letter inspection office in 
Hamburg 

• Luftgauamts Berlin, at the international letter inspection office in Berlin 
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The next change took place on October 15, 1943. The Feldpost would accept 

letters up to 500 g as registered mail. Parcels, station letters, and newspapers 

could not be registered at all. This rule change took place for all Feldpost mail, 

including “Durch Deutsche Feldpost”. 

The next set of changes took place on May 26, 1944. In actuality, all rules were 

repealed. The Feldpost wanted to start anew, so they officially abolished 

everything and replaced it with brand-new regulations. In reality, many of the 

new rules were the same as the previous rules, but it allowed the Feldpost to lay 

down new restrictions.  

Unsurprisingly, since, by this time, the war was not going well, postal authorities 

placed more restrictions: 

• Postcards and letters up to 250 g would be accepted, including both 

ordinary and registered letters.  

• Only newspapers up to a thousand grams could be sent.  

• Registered parcels could only be up to a thousand grams. 

• For Feldpost parcels, those from 100 to 1000 g had to have one approval 

mark to show that they had an okay from a superior. 

• Feldpost parcels from 1000 to 2000 g had to have two such marks. 

On August 11, 1944, the registered mail system simply ceased to exist. No more 

registered parcels or letters could be sent.  These were the last new regulation of 

the "Durch Deutsche Feldpost" system. 

Fortunately for us, while these letters ought to remind us of a very painful time, 

they are certainly collectible. Below represents a good representative sample of 

these covers and some of the distinctive markings from their particular era. 
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 An example of the Amtsblatt announcements.  This is the April 1942 version. 
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 A classic Durch Deutsche Feldpost cover from August 1942, complete with the red box encasing the "Durch Deutsche Feldpost" 
instructions 
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 Another example of a "Durch" cover, this time on a Paris commercial letter on April 24, 1944.  Does 
anyone know what the "A.x." stands for? It’s the approval stamp for mail to be sent from Paris 

 Another "Durch" cover, complete with the necessary instructions on back, from Antwerp, Belgium, July 
1943 
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 This is a busy one.  Mailed from a Torpedo Test Facility in the Netherlands, it's labeled "Durch 
Deutsche Dienstpost,” meaning it uses a civilian German postal system and then transferred 
over to the Feldpost to ultimate delivery to the Hague (German Headquarters), August, 22, 
1944. Note the blue diagonal marking. 
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Do you want to get more out of the Germany Philatelic Society? 

 

The new Philatelic Friend Program may be just for you. 

Here’s how it works: 

To get a more personal experience out of the Germany Philatelic Society USA, we are offering to pair 

you up with somebody of like interest and appropriate knowledge in the world of German philately. 

Whether you’re a seasoned pro looking to mentor someone, an intermediate-level collector searching 

for a colleague, or a beginner needing help to navigate all that our hobby has to offer, we can find what 

you need. 

Based on interest and level of expertise, we can pair you up with the right person for you. We will give 

each of you an email introduction and let each of you use your new resources as little or as much as 

desired. 

This program is entirely free. We want to provide a sense of camaraderie in our club by introducing you 

to a like-minded collector.  Whether it’s article-writing research, poster-presentation help, or developing 

your collection, there are others out there who can help you along. It’s no charge to you, and there’s no 

obligation to continue if you don’t hit it off with your new friend. 

We hope that you begin to create connections that last a lifetime in the best hobby on the planet by 

using the service. 

Here’s how to sign up: 

Email to ctkolker@mail.com your willingness to participate in this charter program with the following 

information: 

• Name 

• Area of Philatelic Interest 

• Whether you are primarily a collector, presenter, or writer 

• Number of years you have been collecting 

• Best email to reach you 

 

We expect to pair mentors and mentees together while giving the intermediate collectors a colleague to 

discuss similar interests and continue to learn along the way. 

Give it a chance!  And keep collecting! 

 

 

 

  

mailto:ctkolker@mail.com


Third Reich Study Group Bulletin Vol. LVI #219      26 | P a g e  
 

The Hertogenbosch Prison and Concentration Camp 

By  

Larry Nelson 

 

The Prison  On December 8, 1941, the Sieberhertspolizei (Security Police), part of 

Himmler’s SS Organization, opened a prison at Hertogenbosch (Herzogenbusch in 

German) in Haaren, Netherlands. (“Prison”).  The purpose of the prison was to 

hold:  1.  people who illegally entered the Netherlands, 2. Resistance fighters and 

3. Hostages.  A total of about 4,000 prisoners and hostages were held there, very 

few of whom were Jews.  Prior to its being taken over by the SS, it had been a 

seminary (“Great Seminarium”).  This was not a “death camp” but a number of 

the prisoners were killed, including 85 hostages who were shot.  The prison was 

liberated by the British on October 26, 1944. 

Figure 1 shows a cover dated October 14, 1942, sent postage-free, to a civilian 

internee at the Hertogenbosch Prison.  Mail to and from the prison is not 

common. 

 

Figure 1 
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The Concentration Camp A short distance from the prison, the SS constructed, in 

the Fall of 1942, the only concentration camp in western Europe outside of 

Germany, KZ Hertogenbosch, also known as KZ Vught for the nearby town.  This 

camp was under the direct control of Himmler’s organization in Berlin.  It was 

built as part of the “Final Solution” to help with anticipated overcrowding of the 

Jewish Westerbrok Transit Camp. 

The first Jews arrived in January 1943.  At its peak, there were 8684 Jews in the 

camp.  By June 3, 1944, all of the Jews had been deported to Auschwitz or 

Sobibór. Very few Jews survived. 

Figure 2 is a censored reply card sent to the Jewish Organization in Amsterdam, 

thanking them for a package.  Note that on the date line, the word “Vught” was 

written.  The card is dated 22 ? 1943; however, so far this censor handstamp is 

only censored on mail from June 1943.   

 

Figure 3 shows a cover from SS Unterscharführer (sergeant) Alfred von Eisenstein 

who was on the staff of the Kommandant at the Hertogenbosch KZ.  Prior to being 

there, he had been a guard at the Dachau KZ. 

Figure 2 
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If any of our readers have material from these camps, I would appreciate a scan, 

censorshipecomcast.net 

 

References 

(1) Lordahl, Erik, “German Concentration Camps 1933-45”, Vol I (2000) p56 

(2) https://nl.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/kamp_Haaren 

(3) https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/Vught-concentration-camp 

(4) Gutman, Israel (Editor), “Encyclopedia of the Holocaust” (1990) p1584 

  

Figure 3 

https://nl.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/kamp_Haaren
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/Vught-concentration-camp
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Einschreiben- Beware 

Dr. Mead wrote a fine analysis of one of the covers that bears examples of the SS and SA 

stamps of 1945 with backdated cancellations in a recent issue of the Third Reich Study Group 

Bulletin. He mentioned the rubber-stamped marking on the cover that reads “Einschreiben,” that 

is “Registered.”  

Collectors need to be aware that the presence of such an “Einschreiben” marking on a 

cover is an indication that the cover is not what it purports to be. The marking was discussed by 

Wolfgang Strobel on pages 7 to 11in his analysis of many faked German covers that appeared in 

the November 2012 Rundbrief of the Arbeitsgemeinschaft Deutsche Notmassnahmen ab 1945 e. 

V.  

Benjamin R. Beede 
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A Fascinating and Chilling Cover 

 

Dr. Michael Samuels brings us this fascinating cover, complete with explanation.  

Thank you, Dr. Samuels, and keep them coming! 
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A Little Help, Please: 

Chris: I hope that our members can help me identify the attached document. I have a number of 

similar documents ranging in date from April 3, 1945 to June 6, 1945. A Zentral Proviantur is a 

central place from which food is distributed. The person from whom I got this material "thinks" 

that they came from someplace in Austria just before until after just after WWII and relate to the 

distribution of food to people who needed it. Any additional information that our members can 

provide is much appreciated. My email address is censorship@comcast.net 
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Stamps of the Third Reich 

By 

Christopher Kolker 

 

Our featured stamp is a semi-postal, Michel 

number 700 and Scott number B146. Issued on 

July 4, 1939, below is the announcement of the 

stamp (Amtsblatt des Reichspostministeriums 

No. 65) issued by the Official Gazette of the 

Reichspost Ministry: 

 

For the Day of German Art, celebrated in July for the first time in Greater 

Germany, the German Reichspost will issue a special stamp, printed by the 

photogravure process, with a face value of 6+19Pfg., green in color and measuring 

27.5 x 32.8 mm. The stamp will be 

printed by the Reich Printing Works and 

shows a portrait of a Venetian woman, 

painted by Albrecht Dürer in 1505. 

 

The stamp will be available for sale 

from July 12, but only from post offices 

in Munich. Written orders will be 

accepted only by the stamp collectors’ 

agency in Berlin W30, in accordance 

with the normal requirements. 

 

The newly built House of Art in Munich 

hosted the first Day of German Art from 



Third Reich Study Group Bulletin Vol. LVI #219      34 | P a g e  
 

July 16- 18, 1937. Hitler personally 

opened this first exhibition. Munich also 

housed the second Day of German Art 

exhibition in July 1938, and the 1939 

exhibition, hosted from July 14-16, was 

to be the last one before Germany 

commenced with World War II. 

 The painting in question is Young 

Venetian Woman by Albrecht Dürer. He 

painted this small, 36 by 25 cm portrait 

in 1505. Most contemporaries 

considered Young Venetian Woman to 

be provocative, as the young lady in 

question, who remains anonymous to 

this day, has a plunging neckline. 

But provocation was part of Dürer’s work. Considered to be one of the 

Renaissance giants, he perhaps was the foremost artist of the Northern 

Renaissance. Dürer is best known for his engravings, which are still commonly 

seen in popular literature and art today. His paintings represent an essential step 

forward in northern European art. He also wrote several books about art, 

including ones on geometry and polygons. 

Dürer even wrote about fortifications, taking 

his knowledge of spatial concepts and 

applying it to war architecture. 

This painting is considered unfinished, but 

still a very important piece of art, a 

forerunner to his Venetian Woman in 

Germany painted in 1507. Young Venetian 

Woman hangs in the Kunthistorisches 

Museum in Vienna. 

The Germans produced two special 

postmarks in conjunction with the 

celebration. The image standing (on the page 
                   Melencolia I (1514), engraving 

  Part of the 1939 Day of German Art Parade 
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after next) was that of Pallas Athena or Minerva, 

the goddess of wisdom, war, and liberal arts. At 

her side is an Eagle.  When sitting, the eagle 

represented Germany at leisure. The inscription 

says the Day of German Art 1939, Munich, the 

chief town of the movement.   

And for you collectors, since the Reichspost 

Ministry printed this stamp as a collector’s item, 

with only 18,000,000 published in all, the used 

stamps are twice as valuable as the unused.  

Therefore, check to ensure that any smudge or 

smear on this stamp is part of a cancellation. 

Also, remember that 

back in the 1930s, 

almost all collectors 

mounted their stamps 

with hinges, so any 

stamps with an unhinged 

backing are usually 

worth about five times 

what philatelists 

otherwise would pay! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above:  One of the 

two postmarks of the 

Day of German Art, 

1939 

Left:  A nice cover on 

an official postcard of 

the Day of German 

Art, 1939, with our 

featured stamp and 

an official postmark. 
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AuctionWatch 

 

Here we go:  More great stuff at auction.  But stamps are hot, and so are the 

prices.  Good luck bargain-finding! 

 

  

 

1945 Dachau Red Cross Camp Post, Poland (Souvenir 
Sheet, no Watermark, Perforated, MNH) 

 



Third Reich Study Group Bulletin Vol. LVI #219      38 | P a g e  
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

1942 Finland Karelia Finnish Occupation (Full Set, MNH) 
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1942 Reich French Legion, Germany (Strips, Coupons, With 

Date `2.4.42`, Mi. VI-X, Full Set, CV $600, MNH) 
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1944 `25` Reich Danish 
Legion, Germany (Mi. I, 
CV $450, MNH) 

 

 
 

1944 1K Reich Danish 
Legion, Germany (Mi. III, 
CV $450, MNH) 
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1942 1.5R/10k 

Occupation of Ukraine 

B. Alexandrovka, 

Germany (Signed, CV 

$100, MNH) 

1942 1.5R/15k 

Occupation of Ukraine 

B. Alexandrovka, 

Germany (CV $90, 

MNH) 
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1941 Germany 

Occupation of 

Zakynthos 50 C (Red 

Overprint, CV $420, 

Signed) 

1941 20pf Occupation of 

Estonia (Probe, Proof, 

Printing on Book Page, Mi. 

2PU, Block of Four, 

Signed, CV $780, MNH) 

above taken 

from oldbid.com 
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1942, airmail letter from Edgware / Middlesex to Liestal / Switzerland, 

franked with King George V., 2 1/2 pence as a pair and British "Examiner" 

label as well as German censorship in Paris, sealing band with "e" and a 

red two-line "Geprüft /" Field Post Office (6549)? ". At Riemer with ill. 489 

as a collector's price. Start Bid € 200 

 
 

The next 

two pages 

are from 

Auction 

Galleries 

Hamburg 
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1940, postcard 1.50 K. red on cream-colored, sent from Skrben / Kirwein in 

Moravia to Rome with Czech text, two lines of which have been made 

illegible. Corresponding German and Italian censorship stamps, corner 

creases on the lower right, otherwise very decorative document Start Bid € 

70 
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1945 2.50L brown, sheet margin block of four, lower pair both stamps 

imperf. at bottom, n.h., v.f. (Sass. 46a, Euro 4,000) cat. €2400 (Cat No. 

Mi.55Uu) Current Opening Price...$1,100.00 

 
 

 

 

 

These next 

two pages 

from 

Cherrystone 

Auctions at 

cherrystonea

uctions.com 
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1942 60k postal stationary card, sent registered and additionally franked 

with 20k red, 60k green and 60+40k Red Cross, also used and unused 

unwatermarked souvenir sheets of four, creases and marginal thin, fine-

v.f Current Opening Price...$280.00 
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GERMANY - 1938 42pf Brown Ribbon (Michel 671y, SG 659), 
left marginal HORIZONTAL PAIR, very fine never hinged mint. 
Est. £80-90 
 
 

From Sandafayre. 

com 

1938, postage stamps 1.60 Kc, 2.50 Kc and 3 Kc "Landscapes" with hand 
stamp overprints "Karlsbad 1. X. 1938 ...", clean unused, signed Dr. You 
 
Unsold at auction…. 
 

From C.G. Auktionen: 
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1938, postage stamp 
Benes 50 H. green 
together with 1 Pfg. 
Hindenburg on piece, 
canceled 
"MAFFERSDORF 8. 
OCTOBER 1938", the 
edition was 500 copies, 
 

1943, 5 Q 
Albanian airmail 
stamp with red 
overprint "14 
Shtator 1943", 
NOT ISSUED 
PROOF PRINT, 
unused with 
original gum 
and minimal 
hardly visible 
traces of 
adhesion, 
certificate 
Colla. Michel 
1000 €. 
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1943, six values of the first overprint series with varieties: (Albanian) 5 
values with overprint error "1948" instead of "1943", in addition the 
express stamp with double overprint. All six values neatly stamped as a 
convenience on envelope. 
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Trivia 
 

1. The Japanese empire famously attacked the USA on December 7, 

1941 at Pearl Harbor. With the benefit of hindsight, how can this 

attack best be assessed? 
 

 Tactical failure, strategic victory. 

 Tactical and strategic failure 

 Tactical victory, strategic failure 

 Tactical and strategic victory 

 

2. Market Garden, the 1944 operation to ultimately capture a Rhine 

bridge and thus a route into Germany, failed in its objectives. 

Despite this, Montgomery called the operation "90% successful". 

What might have made the operation 100% successful, given the 

objective was to establish an unimpeded route into Germany? 
 

 Not targeting the Arnhem bridge 

 Specifically targeting the capture of the German commanders in the area 

 Deploying additional airborne troops around Utrecht 

 Starting the operation earlier 

 

3. What could realistically have been a result if D-Day - Operation 

Overlord, June 6, 1944 - had never taken place, everything else up 

to that point being the same? 
 

 Greater parts of Europe might have become Soviet controlled 

 The war might have taken 10 more years 

 Nazi Germany might still have won the war 

 There might never have been atomic bombs 

 

4. In 1941, Operation Compass finished with the British achieving a 

victory over the Italians despite the latter's superior numbers. Just 
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how lopsided was the ratio of forces in this campaign, which took 

place in North Africa? 
 

 72,000 British to 150,000 Italians 

 36,000 British to 150,000 Italians 

 52,000 British to 150,000 Italians 

 18,000 British to 150,000 Italians 

 

5. Speaking of a small force defeating a larger one, during the 

Winter War in Finland (1939-40), the Finns achieved a stunning 

victory during the Battle of Suomussalmi. With the ratio of forces 

being about 4:1 in favor of the Red Army, what did NOT contribute 

to the Soviet defeat? 
 

 The Red Army was not equipped with winter clothing 

 The Red Army formations relied on a non-existing road network 

 The Finns intercepted Soviet communications 

 The Finnish force, though smaller, was highly mechanized 

 

6. At the Battle of Stalingrad what was the original aim behind 

attacking in this direction? 
 

 To capture the city having Stalin's name 

 To cut of supplies coming through the Volga River 

 To use the city as a starting point for a campaign towards the Urals 

 To force the Red Army into a battle of attrition 

 

7. The Battle of the Netherlands in May 1940 was over in five days, 

as the outnumbered and under equipped Dutch army was defeated 

by the Germans. What was arguably the biggest victory the Dutch 

nonetheless achieved in these five days? 
 

 Defeating the airborne operation around Rotterdam 
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 Defeating the airborne operation around the Hague 

 The Battle of the Grebbeberg 

 The Battle for Amsterdam 

 

8. At the Battle of Midway the two modern Japanese carriers, 

Shokaku and Zuikaku, were not committed. Obviously, we will never 

know how the battle would have turned out if they had been. But 

would it have been possible for them to take part? 
 

 No, both ships were too heavily damaged 

 Yes, at least one of them could have made it, using some of the other's 

aircraft 

 Yes, both were operational and available 

 No; although operational, they were needed in other theaters. 

 

9. The Allied conquest of Italy is arguably not the most impressive 

Allied campaign of the war, with the bombing of the Monte Cassino 

Abbey being the all-time low. Was the Abbey used by German 

combat troops prior to the bombardment? 
 

 Yes 

 No 

 

10. In the 1944 Ardennes Counteroffensive, also known as the Battle 

of the Bulge, the Germans failed to capture even the first target, a 

bridge over the Meuse River. But what city was the ultimate 

objective of the offensive? 
 

 Brussels 

 Dunkirk 

 Paris 

 Antwerp 
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11. The Battle of France in 1940 is one of the most famous examples 

of Blitzkrieg in WWII. What is true about the armored forces 

involved, contributing to the German victory? 
 

 German tanks outnumbered those of the French and British forces 

 German tanks used superior tactics 

 German tanks had superior armament 

 French and British tanks were all concentrated in one location, allowing the 

Germans to avoid facing them 

 

12. During the overall Battle of Leyte Gulf, one of the four separate 

actions was the battle of Surigao Strait. Which of the following 

noteworthy facts about that battle is NOT true? 
 

 Five of the six participating US battleships were sunk or damaged at Pearl 

Harbor (1941) 

 It was the last battleship vs. battleship action in history (as of 2021) 

 The US force "crossed the T" of the Japanese force 

 The participating battleships were the largest ever constructed 

 

13. The Germans conquered Denmark in the spring of 1940. How 

long did this campaign last? 
 

 About four hours 

 About two days 

 There wasn't any actual fighting 

 About 12 hours 

 

14. The Spanish Civil War is often not quite included as being part of 

WWII; in fact, the Spanish Republic hoped that WWII would break 

out, as it might lead to British and French support against the 

German and Italian backed Nationalists. This desire for foreign 

support also led them to conduct a variety of, mostly failed, 
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offensive campaigns, to show the Republic's viability. During the 

one Republican victory achieved at Guadalajara, of what was the 

opposition mainly composed? 
 

 Regulares (Moroccans from Spanish Morocco) 

 Germans (Condor Legion) 

 Italians (CTV) 

 Carlists (Spanish nationalists) 

 

15. The Axis powers during WWII were mainly dictatorial or 

totalitarian regimes. To which of the following Axis powers did this 

not apply? 
 

 Finland 

 Hungary 

 Romania 

 None of these 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Third Reich Study Group Bulletin Vol. LVI #219      68 | P a g e  
 

The Answers 
 

 

1. The Japanese empire famously attacked the USA on December 7, 1941 at Pearl 

Harbor. With the benefit of hindsight, how can this attack best be assessed? 

   

The Correct Answer: Tactical victory, strategic failure 

 

 

Tactically, the battle was a clear victory. The Japanese lost 29 aircraft and 64 

killed compared to many ships sunk and damaged and 2335 casualties for the US. 

This included four battleships sunk. 

 

Strategically, however, the attack was a disaster. Not only did it bring Japan in a 

war with the USA, which it could not possibly hope to win due to the enormous 

industrial capacity of the latter, the damage inflicted, tragic as the loss of life may 

be, was almost meaningless. Battleships played almost no part in the Pacific war 

other than being essentially glorified gunboats for shore bombardments preceding 

an island invasion, and the fuel and harbor facilities of Pearl were relatively 

undamaged. Crucially, the really important surface vessels, the US aircraft 

carriers, where not at port and thus escaped unscathed. 

82% of players have answered correctly.  
 

2. Market Garden, the 1944 operation to ultimately capture a Rhine bridge and thus a 

route into Germany, failed in its objectives. Despite this, Montgomery called the 

operation "90% successful". What might have made the operation 100% successful, 

given the objective was to establish an unimpeded route into Germany? 

   

 

 

The Correct Answer:  Starting the operation earlier 

Early in September, the Allies captured Antwerp and the German army was 

retreating in disarray. But the Allies halted due to logistical issues. This gave the 

German army about a week of time to recuperate. By this time in the war, that 

was all they needed. They established a defensive line based on the Albert Canal, 

using ad-hoc units and some parachute regiments sent from Germany, gradually 

being reinforced with elements from the 15th army coming in from Beveland 

Peninsula, which was just to the north of Antwerp, but not cut off. When Market 

Garden then started, the ground troops (XXX corps) had to actually fight their 

way through determined German resistance, where 1-2 weeks earlier very little 

resistance would have been encountered. So, Market Garden, often called a bridge 
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too far, is more accurately called a week too late. 

 

If the Arnhem bridge had not been included, by the way, there would not have 

been an unimpeded route into Germany, as the Allies would be stuck behind the 

Rhine River. 

29% of players have answered correctly.    . 
 

3. What could realistically have been a result if D-Day - Operation Overlord, June 6, 

1944 - had never taken place, everything else up to that point being the same? 

   

The Correct Answer: Greater parts of Europe might have become Soviet 

controlled 
 

 

Of course, agreements on the zones of control in Europe were made in various 

conferences between the Allies. But it is certainly the question if Stalin would 

have abided by these agreements if they were not enforced by the presence of 

Western troops on the ground. For instance, a greater part of Germany and/or 

Austria could have become Soviet controlled. 

 

This is not to diminish the sacrifice of so many Allied soldiers, who bravely 

fought in Europe. But Germany was already well on its way to defeat at this point; 

the Soviet operation, Bagration, had just destroyed the Army Group Centre on the 

Eastern Front. It would not have taken the Red Army ten years to defeat 

Germany, even if some divisions would have moved from France to the east as no 

invasion seemed to be happening. Exactly when Germany lost the war on the 

Eastern Front, and thus the war as a whole, is debatable; cases can be made for 

June '41, December '41, November '42, July '43, etc., but it would have certainly 

happened by June '44. 

65% of players have answered correctly.     
 

4. In 1941, Operation Compass finished with the British achieving a victory over the 

Italians despite the latter's superior numbers. Just how lopsided was the ratio of forces in 

this campaign, which took place in North Africa? 

   

 

 

The Correct Answer: 36,000 British to 150,000 Italians 

Around 135,000 Italians became prisoners. The Italian soldiers and their generals 

did not share Mussolini's desire for conquest; after a small foray into Egypt, Italy 

lost a large part of Libya in this campaign. After the victory at Beda Fomm, 

javascript:showHide('div2')
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however, the British were worn out and had to halt their advance. This allowed 

Germany to send a certain foxy general (Rommel) to the region, which resulted in 

fighting continuing there into early 1943. 

46% of players have answered correctly.    
 

5. Speaking of a small force defeating a larger one, during the Winter War in 

Finland (1939-40), the Finns achieved a stunning victory during the Battle of 

Suomussalmi. With the ratio of forces being about 4:1 in favor of the Red Army, 

what did NOT contribute to the Soviet defeat? 

   

The Correct Answer: The Finnish force, though smaller, was highly 

mechanized 

 

 

In fact, the Finnish force was basically just infantry, although the availability of 

skis and sleds was important. The Red Army divisions, coming from the Ukraine 

without winter clothing and without knowledge of the terrain, had to face freezing 

temperatures (-30 to -40 Celsius) and highly motivated Finns defending their 

homeland, moving about unseen in their white camouflage clothing. The Soviet 

losses were between 13000 to 22000 killed, a significant amount due to the cold. 

55% of players have answered correctly.     
 

6. At the Battle of Stalingrad what was the original aim behind attacking in this 

direction? 
 

 

 

 

The Correct Answer: To cut off supplies coming through the Volga River 
 

The Volga was an important lifeline for supplies to the rest of the Soviet Union, 

such as oil and lend-lease shipments coming through Persia. As the battle 

progressed, the name of the city became increasingly important, contributing to 

Hitlers stubborn refusal to withdraw from the city after the Soviet 

counteroffensive in November 1942. An advance across the Volga was not 

foreseen; it was supposed to become the Eastern border of the German Reich. 

Forcing the enemy army into a battle of attrition was the aim of the Battle of 

Verdun in WWI. 

34% of players have answered correctly.  
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7. The Battle of the Netherlands in May 1940 was over in five days, as the outnumbered 

and under equipped Dutch army was defeated by the Germans. What was arguably the 

biggest victory the Dutch nonetheless achieved in these five days? 

   

The Correct Answer: Defeating the airborne operation around the Hague 

 

 

The aim of the operation was to capture the Dutch government, including Queen 

Wilhelmina. But the German paratroopers were defeated by mostly second line 

troops, and the three airports around The Hague were recaptured. The losses in 

German paratroopers and Ju-52 aircraft were significant, and it was the bombing 

of Rotterdam and the capitulation of the Netherlands that prevented a shameful 

surrender of the remaining airborne troops under Nazi General Von Sponeck. 

40% of players have answered correctly.  
 

8. At the Battle of Midway the two modern Japanese carriers, Shokaku and Zuikaku, 

were not committed. Obviously, we will never know how the battle would have turned 

out if they had been. But would it have been possible for them to take part? 

   

 

 

The Correct Answer: Yes, at least one of them could have made it, using 

some of the other's aircraft 

Zuikaku was not damaged in the earlier Battle of the Coral Sea, but it had lost 

most of its aircraft. Shokaku was damaged, but had more aircraft remaining. 

However, Japanese carrier doctrine specified a carrier and its aircraft to remain 

together as a tightly knit and trained unit. The fact that new aircraft were not 

readily available already showed Japanese failings in this respect early in the war. 

Interestingly, the Japanese navy command did not seem to care too much to get 

Zuikaku available for the battle, it was just left to remain in port as its aircrew 

were being replenished. This is in stark contrast with the US efforts to get the 

carrier Yorktown battle ready in 72 hours, when the estimated repair time (also 

after Coral Sea) was months. Thus, the carrier ratio for Midway was 4:3 where it 

might have been 5:2 just as easily. 

49% of players have answered correctly.  
 

9. The Allied conquest of Italy is arguably not the most impressive Allied campaign of 

the war, with the bombing of the Monte Cassino Abbey being the all-time low. Was the 

Abbey used by German combat troops prior to the bombardment? 
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The Correct Answer: No 

Sadly, no. The Germans actually respected the historic structure and even 

evacuated some of its artworks to Rome. However, understandably during a 

grueling battle like this, Allied troops had the strong impression that the Abbey 

was at least used by German artillery observers. After the bombing, German 

paratroopers did enter the ruins to turn it into a hard to take fortress position. 

57% of players have answered correctly.  
 

10. In the 1944 Ardennes Counteroffensive, also known as the Battle of the Bulge, the 

Germans failed to capture even the first target, a bridge over the Meuse River. But what 

city was the ultimate objective of the offensive? 

   

 

 

The Correct Answer: Antwerp 

Hitler's aim was to cut the Allied forces in two, with the British north and the 

Americans south of the German corridor to Antwerp. It was hoped that this would 

contribute to the Allied disagreements and that maybe the Western Allies could be 

persuaded into a separate peace. 

 

Most German generals predicted the aim of the offensive to be wildly optimistic, 

and it hastened the German defeat on the Eastern Front, as much of the best 

German armored formations were severely mauled in the campaign. 

65% of players have answered correctly.  
 

11. The Battle of France in 1940 is one of the most famous examples of Blitzkrieg in 

WWII. What is true about the armored forces involved, contributing to the German 

victory? 

   

 

 

The Correct Answer: German tanks used superior tactics 

Essentially, this is what Blitzkrieg was about. Armor was concentrated on small 

sectors and used to enforce a breakthrough. Actually, the German tanks were so 

inferior in armor and armament, that they had to withdraw when facing tanks like 

the Matilda II and the Char B, luring them into divisional AT guns. Although 



Third Reich Study Group Bulletin Vol. LVI #219      73 | P a g e  
 

numerically superior, a lot of Allied tanks were distributed in infantry formations 

according to WWI tactics. 

45% of players have answered correctly.  
 

12. During the overall Battle of Leyte Gulf, one of the four separate actions was the 

battle of Surigao Strait. Which of the following noteworthy facts about that battle is 

NOT true? 

   

 

 

The Correct Answer: The participating battleships were the 

largest ever constructed 

The largest battleships ever constructed were the Japanese Yamato and its 

sistership, the Musashi. They were involved in the Leyte Gulf battles, but not 

here; the Musashi was sunk by US aircraft in the Sibuyan sea, and the Yamato 

participated in the battle off Samar and was forced to withdraw. 

 

BTW: I put a disclaimer on it being the last battleship vs. battleship action as of 

now, but as the role of battleships is basically played out, there is unlikely to be 

any such action in the foreseeable future. 

28% of players have answered correctly.  
 

13. The Germans conquered Denmark in the spring of 1940. How long did this 

campaign last? 

   

 

 

The Correct Answer: About four hours 

The very short resistance is actually seen as a somewhat shameful legacy in 

Denmark. However, one of the reasons for the surrender was the threat of aerial 

bombardment of Copenhagen, as had happened to Warsaw earlier and would 

happen to Rotterdam and other cities later in the war. 

23% of players have answered correctly.  
 

14. The Spanish Civil War is often not quite included as being part of WWII; in fact, the 

Spanish Republic hoped that WWII would break out, as it might lead to British and 

French support against the German and Italian backed Nationalists. This desire for 

foreign support also led them to conduct a variety of, mostly failed, offensive 
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campaigns, to show the Republic's viability. During the one Republican victory 

achieved at Guadalajara, of what was the opposition mainly composed? 
 

 

 

 

The correct answer: Italians (CTV) 

The supposedly volunteer Italian units initiated the attack, but were successfully 

repulsed by Republican units under their famous General Lister. Franco was 

supposed to let the attack coincide with a Spanish attack elsewhere on the front, 

which did not happen. The Spanish (Nationalist) impression of the Italian troops 

was not very favorable to begin with and did not improve after this event. 

26% of players have answered correctly.  
 

15. The Axis powers during WWII were mainly dictatorial or totalitarian regimes. To 

which of the following Axis powers did this not apply? 

   

The Correct Answer: Finland 

 

 

Interestingly, this is one of the very few examples in history of wars between 

democracies, as the United Kingdom was at war with Finland during this time. 

There was not much fighting between Finland and the Western Allies, so there is 

some discussion if this really counts as a war between democracies. Finland did 

obviously see a lot of combat against the Soviet Union, which was not a 

democracy at the time. 

(Taken from funtrivia.com) 
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For Sale 

 

We do have a few items for sale.   They have recently been rebounded and 

redone.  They look great and are definitely worth the price: 

 

Mail Surveillance under the Third Reich by R.J. Houston.  35 pages. $15. 

 

German Feldpost Operations in the West 1940-1944 by John Painter. 2004. 60 

total pages. $20. 

 

The War of the Springing Tiger by Jeffrey Markem, about Azad Hind stamps and 

the fight for India’s Independence. $10. 

 

Composition Listing of Organic German Military Units, 1980. $15. 

 

Each of these are expertly written, filled with details that obviously took scores of 

hours to research.  All proceeds go only to Third Reich Study Group.  It is first 

come /first come serve, and if we get down to one copy, I will get more printed 

(but that could delay shipping by a week or so if it happens). 

E-mail me at ctkolker@mail.com or write to: Christopher Kolker, 25 Parkwoods 

Drive, Norwich, CT 06360, for orders or questions. 

Thanks!!!! 
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