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Third Reich Study Group Bulletin 

October 2021, Volume LVI, Number 4 (#221) 

 

A truly important issue: 

Ben Beede in Memoriam-   A pioneer in our 

field has passed. Here is some of the best he 

wrote for us over the years. 

 

New research by Jason Yang-   Our first-

time author wows the Bulletin with a detailed 

look at the markings “gefallen” and “vermisst” 

on postal covers and through the 

Felpostamtsblätter (military post office 

announcements). Writing like a seasoned 

veteran, Jason gives us a unique view of the 

Feldpost, never discussed in our journal before.  

Thank you, Jason! 

 

Catapult Mail 1928-39 by Lawrence 

Mead –   An intriguing piece by a great author 

on one of the most fascinating aspects of postal 

history anywhere in the world. 

 

Labels and Feldpost of French Volunteer 

Legions by Michael Samuels.  A beautiful 

display with some great visual pieces of an 

important chapter of WWII history. 

 

Plus:  AuctionWatch, A great Danzig article 

from the archives, a challenging Trivia page, and 

we have a few items for sale.  All in all, another 

great issue. 

The Great American Stamp show is 

behind us, and what a success it 

has been!  With 20 new members 

and our study guide selling out, 

the Third Reich Study Group is on 

the move.  I personally want to 

welcome all of our new members, 

and urge them to join the 

Germany Philatelic Society USA at 

germanyphilatelicsocietyusa.org.   

But we do need one thing: money.  

In order to keep mandatory dues 

away, I am asking for voluntary 

contributions to keep the website 

and Journal going.   

Simply send any donation by 

check payable to “Chris Kolker” to 

25 Parkwoods Drive, Norwich CT 

06360. 

And in the meantime, sit back and 

enjoy our latest issue. 

 

Articles! Articles! 

Articles!  We need them.  

Simply send any articles, scans, or 

ideas to ctkolker@mail.com 

Keep calm and keep collecting! 

mailto:ctkolker@mail.com
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To Our Esteemed Readers: 

I extend a wonderful welcome to this edition of the Third Reich Study Group 

Bulletin. While this issue certainly is informative and even beautiful, it truly is the 

most challenging issue I’ve had to produce.  Benjamin Beede, who is a principal 

reason why the Third Reich Study Group still exists, passed away suddenly in July. 

Not only did he support me during the transition from the previous editor, Jim 

Lewis, to me, he also contributed many very learned articles to the Bulletin. We 

pay respect to him by printing some of his older articles in this issue. He was a 

giant in our field, and he will be missed. 

Ben bequeathed his library to the Germany Philatelic Society, and I was fortunate 

enough to be able to travel to New Jersey and retrieve it. His library, mainly in 

German, is quite extensive, and I do hope it provides our group the opportunity to 

continue to flourish academically for years to come. Ben left us an incredible 

legacy. 

The remainder of the issue has some incredible finds. We spend a little bit of time 

in the Rhineland looking at a fascinating cover presented by stampboards.com.  

Keeping in the same theme, our feature Stamps of the Third Reich showcases 

traditional folk costumes from different areas of Germany, including the 

Rhineland. The reader will discover why these seemingly innocuous stamps were 

quite controversial in its day and how the Rhineland was directly involved. 

I do have one request from our readers. We need articles!! Short or long, or even 

just a simple scan of what you enjoy is helpful.  Please email me anything you 

have to ctkolker@mail.com or mail it to 25 Parkwoods Dr., Norwich, CT 06360.  If 

you need editing, scanning, or more information for your writing, just let me 

know. I will help in any way I can. 

In the meantime, enjoy our latest issue.  The AuctionWatch material is 

outstanding, and the Trivia is tough but fair. All in all, it makes for a great issue. 

Enjoy. 

Chris 

 

mailto:ctkolker@mail.com


Third Reich Study Group Bulletin Vol. LVI #221   5 | P a g e  

 

To Our Esteemed Readers: 

 

I write to you today a second letter for a very special reason. 

As you know, membership to our group is free. I take pride in that, because I think 

philately is a beautiful thing to be enjoyed by all. I want the Germany Philatelic 

Society to prosper, so I am always after everyone to join the GPS so that we can 

continue the benefits and joy of German philately now and in the future. 

But today, the Third Reich Study Group needs money. It primarily is because we 

are a victim of our own success. During the last three months, I have been able to 

travel to a couple of different shows, especially the Great American Stamp Show 

of the American Philatelic Society to promote our group. It has been successful, as 

in the last three months we’ve had over 20 new members. In the last five years 

our membership has increased five-fold! 

But in order to do that, we have incurred some costs. I am printing out more of 

the Bulletins for promotion, and I have printed new brochures as well. Printing 

expenses are ever escalating. Putting that together with the cost of maintaining 

websites and domains, one can see that funds can evaporate fairly quickly. 

This is where you come in. I am humbly requesting donations for the group. Any 

small amount will be appreciated. 100% of the funds go to maintaining the Group, 

as I do not have any kind of salary or fee involved. If we do this, I do not have to 

begin charging annual fees or dues, and my attention will continue to be focused 

on producing a high-quality Bulletin, and not on finances 

Donations can be sent to Chris Kolker, 25 Parkwoods Dr., Norwich, CT space 

06360. Checks need to be made out to “Chris Kolker”. 

Even a very small amount can help ensure the future of our group. 

Thank you for your time and consideration in this matter and for being such a 

wonderful group. It has been my honor to edit the Bulletin for you. 

Sincerely, 

Chris 
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Benjamin Beede  

 In Memoriam 

 In life, one will find only a few individuals that combine intelligence, empathy, 

and even brilliance with compassion. Even fewer combine all of those with 

patience, which brings the willingness to teach those who know less. Ben Beede 

was one of those very few individuals. 

Just a few years ago, the Third Reich Study Group faced a crisis. Jim Lewis, their 

longtime editor, had recently passed away. No one had stepped forward to take 

over. It appeared the issue was combining someone with expertise in the field 

and the necessary computer and publishing skills needed for the changing times. 

After an extensive search, I became the only candidate.  I had just signed up for 

the Group and had never even seen one of the publications yet. However, I did 

possess some computer skills, and the hope was that would be enough to 

continue the Group’s Bulletin.  

Ben clearly saved the day. I told him that I knew I did not have expertise in the 

field. Patiently, day after day, Ben worked with me to teach me what I needed to 

know about the era’s philatelic history. Ben showed me articles, journals, and 

study guides to provide a base and then moved me to more detailed scholarship 

in the field. 

Ben did this in a way that I have seldom ever seen since. He was patient and kind, 

even when I would repeatedly make the same mistake.  And Ben never became 

condescending, despite his incredible knowledge in the field.  His brilliance was 

often understated. His kindness always was. 

Ben indeed left his mark in philately. He saved the Third Reich Study Group, now a 

major driving force in the Germany Philatelic Society. In a true act of generosity, 

Ben willed his impressive personal library to the GPS. To the end, he thought of 

others; he wanted to make philately stronger for the next generation. 

Ben, you will be missed. To put it simply, you have helped make philately the 

incredible recreation it is. Thank you.       

 (Editor’s note: What follows is just a sample of his articles through the years) 
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The Use of “gefallen” and “vermisst” Markings per the Feldpostamtsblätter 

Jason Yang 

 

WWII has caused immense casualties on both sides of the conflict, with the Germans suffered a 

loss of more than 5,300,000 soldiers. Part of this could be reflected through the aspects of 

feldpost system, as the dead, wounded and missing were notified to their family and local 

authorities through “gefallen/verwundeten/vermissten-mitteilung” (death/wounded/missing 

notice), and their belongings sent back through duty-free parcels. Mail sent to those soldiers 

were returned with appropriate markings, e.g., “Gefallen für Grossdeutschland (Fallen for Great 

Germany)”, “Vermisst (Missing)”, etc. 

When I stumbled across some of the returned covers, I was wondering if the Feldpost 

administration had provided official instructions that resulted in the specific use of those 

markings. A search through the official feldpost bulletins (Feldpostamtsblätter) did answer my 

question, with other interesting results. The treatment of undeliverable letters because of 

death/missing/wounded started after the Polish Campaign in late Oct 1939, but went through a 

change in 1941, later causing confusions as casualties mounted in Operation Barbarossa. A 

detailed official stipulation was not in place until July 1942. 

I suspect there has already been research conducted on this matter by ArGe Feldpost, but I 

have yet to dig out anything similar in TRSG newsletters. Similar information isn’t present on 

the Michel Feldpost Catalogue either. Thus, this could be of some use as a reference for further 

study. Comments, feedback or corrections are greatly appreciated. 

Note the official bulletin’s contents are translated with Google Translate with minor edits, not 

everything is translated precisely but the general messages should be the same. 

 

1. Early period (1939-10-31 to 1941-03-03) 

The earliest regulation I have found on this matter is in Directive #31/1939, on Oct. 31, 1939: 

“If the feldpost shipment is returned by the troops as undeliverable, the procedure is as follows: 

1. The addressee was with the unit, but has been transferred, wounded, fallen or for other 

reasons no longer with this troop unit. In these cases, the troop unit must make a corresponding 

note on the shipment, on the basis of which it will either be forwarded with the new address 

specified by the unit or returned to the sender…” 

The directive just mentions the procedure with handling such undeliverable mail, without any 

specifications on the markings to be applied on the letters. This in some sense gave the 
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individual units (companies, battalions, etc.) the freedom to apply the markings on their own, 

which in part resulted in a large variety of the cancels/markings applied onto the undeliverable 

mail covers. Another reason for the variety is that the cancels are not centrally procured (Fuchs, 

1972).  

Interestingly, the Wehrmacht was somehow unprepared for the casualties when the Polish 

Campaign started in September 1939. There was organization or schedule for managing the 

fallen soldiers within the troop units, and a procedure for burying the fallen was established 

less than a month later (Janz, 2015). It appears that the feldpost system was a little late in 

establishing a protocol for undeliverable mail for soldiers killed/missing in action. 

An example of this period is on Figure 1, a cover sent on 1940-06-04 from St. Toenis to 

Unteroffizier Friz Grob, feldpost number (FPN) 14548 (14th Company, 6th Infantry Regiment, 

under 30th Infantry Division). Location: Ypres, Belgium. The cover was returned with dark blue 

“Return” markings and a pencil note “Fallen for Great Germany” with a date “12/6”, suggesting 

it was returned on 1940-06-12.  

 

Figure 1. 1940-06-04 returned feldpost cover. Item from my collection. 

Although the origins of the use of “Fallen for great Germany” is unknown, the format is likely 

carried from similar usage in previous conflicts, i.e., WW1 and earlier. Figure 2 is a 1916 

feldpost postcard from a soldier to another soldier, but returned with a written note “Am 
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15.3.16 Fürs Vaterland Gefallen (Fallen for the Fatherland on 1916-03-15)” in red pen. The 

markings in Figures 1 & 2 do show a similar format. 

 

Figure 2. 1916-03-25 returned feldpost postcard. Item from my collection. 

The word “Grossdeutschland” refers to greater German-speaking area, including Austria. As 

Austria is annexed into Germany in March 1938 (aka Anschluss), the enlarged German state is 

colloquially referred as Grossdeutschland. An example is shown in Figure 3, where the term is 

used in a commemorative postmark “Tag des Grossdeutschen-Reichs (Day of Great Germany)” 

applied on an Anschluss mixed franking cover in 1938.  
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Figure 3. 1938-04-09 Anschluss mixed franking cover. Item from my collection. 

2. Confusion period (1941-03-03 to 1942-07-28) 

A new, more specific regulation was stipulated in Directive #17/1941, on March 3, 1941: 

“b) The shipments to the fallen and missing service members of the Wehrmacht are to be 

marked 

‘nicht zustellbar, zurück an absender’ (undeliverable, return to sender) 

then returned to the feldpostamt or collection office after crossing off the feldpost number. The 

responsible personnel for the unit (mail collector, etc.) must add his name and rank to the note, 

e.g. 

‘nicht zustellbar, zurück an absender 

Mueller, Gefr.’” 

In theory, all such undeliverable mail is to be marked in this way, thus the use of “gefallen” and 

“vermisst” markings is technically against regulations. But from some covers in my collection, 

this does not seem to be the case.  

Figure 4 is an example of the “standard” marking on a feldpost cover. Sent on 1941-09-19 to 

Gefreiter Alois Troger FPN 13604B (9th Company, 283rd Infantry Regiment, under 96th Infantry 

Division). Location: south of Krasnogvardsk (now Gatchina, south of Leningrad/St. Petersburg, 

Russia). It was returned with a stamped two-line marking “Return to Sender/Wait for New 
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Address”. The name, FPN and last line of the marking were crossed out, with a written note 

“Nicht mehr zustellbar (No longer deliverable)”.  

This cover would just be inconspicuous as is, but a search on the German War Graves 

Commission (Volksbund) database reveals that the addressee was either killed or went missing 

on 1941-09-28 at Possjolok (Village) #7. This confirms the adherence to the usage stipulated in 

the bulletin, but the mail handler didn’t sign it. As the units carry out the handling with 

substantial freedom, minor variations from the official format are quite common. 

 

Figure 4. 1941-09-19 feldpost cover with the marking “nicht zustellbar”. Item from my collection. 

Figure 5 is an example of the “gefallen” marking in use during this period. Sent on 1941-08-09 

from Berlin to Leutnant Günter Wolff, FPN 04132 (Reconnaissance Staff 4(H) 21, a Luftwaffe 

unit subordinated under 26th Army Corps). Location: north of Tartu, Estonia. The cover was 

marked “Return to sender, fallen for Great Germany on 1941-08-06”, signed by an Unteroffizier 

on 1941-08-28, and stamped with the unit’s official seal (note the L in its FPN as Luftwaffe).  

Per Volksbund’s database, the addressee was killed on 1941-08-06, at 3km southeast of 

Orgmetsa in Northern Estonia.  
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Figure 5. 1941-08-09 feldpost cover with “gefallen” marking. Item from my collection. 

This “one-type-for-all” marking is potentially misleading for the senders who have received the 

returned letters, as exact fate of the soldier is unknown until an official death/missing notice 

arrives at the door (hence the confusion). As the Germans started the Russian Campaign, 

deaths and missing in the army alone increased from a few thousand per month to tens of 

thousands per official German statistics. This large increase in the order of magnitude might 

had worsened the confusion issue. 

 

3. Official stipulation (after 1942-07-28) 

The practice was officially stipulated in detail in Section B of Directive #76/1942, on July 28, 

1942: 

“B. Treatment of feldpost shipments 

1. The existing feldpost letters for fallen, deceased, missing or seriously wounded members of 

the Wehrmacht are to be held back for at least 10 days after the relatives have been notified by 

the unit or dienststelle leader. This period may only be shortened if there is a risk of losing the 

mail. After the deadline has expired, they are to be returned to the sender. 
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2. The incoming feldpost letters for slightly wounded, sick or displaced members of the armed 

forces are to be forwarded after the address has been changed if the unit or service center has 

received the message about the new address. (See section 9 of the feldpost information sheet) 

If the new address is not informed within 4 weeks, then it must be returned to the sender in 

accordance with number 1. 

3. Packets. those for slightly wounded, sick or displaced members of the Wehrmacht, who have 

not been notified within 4 weeks, as well as for fallen, deceased and missing persons in the 

operation area are to be returned. If you have the explicit note "if undeliverable, return it to the 

sender", otherwise you must present it to the unit leader or the service point manager. That 

person opens the packets, distributes the perishable content as far as it can be used within the 

unit, and has any attached messages as well as purely personal items sent back to the sender 

with a note about the distributed content. 

Otherwise, packages are to be treated like letters (see previous). 

4. Shipments with newspapers and magazines are not to be returned, but distributed within the 

unit. 

5. All returned items are to be marked with a note signed by the post office guard of the unit, 

which contains the word " Zurück (return)" with a short addition that clearly indicates the 

reason for the return. 

Examples: 

Scenario / the note is: 

a) The addressee has fallen or died, with the 10-day period expired. 

‘Zurück, empfänger gefallen für Gross-Deutschland (Return, addressee fallen for Greater 

Germany)’ 

(For foreigners: ‘für die heimat (for the homeland)’) 

b) The addressee is missing, with the 10-day period expired. 

‘Zurück, empfänger vermißt! (Return, addressee missing)’ 

c) The addressee is wounded, ill or transferred, the waiting period has expired, the new address 

has not been received.  

‘Zurück, neue anschrift abwarten! (Return, wait for a new address!)’ 

d) the addressee is unknown to the unit.  

" Zurück, empfänger unbekannt! (Return, addressee unknown!)" 
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Misleading notes are not permitted, e.g. In the case of those who have been transferred, 

wounded or ill, to use the note "unzustellbar (undeliverable)", since the sender then assumes 

that the recipient has fallen, died or missing.”  

Though the formats are officially stipulated from this point, they are mostly a continuation of 

existing practice in marking the undeliverable letters with greater clarity, especially with 

stopping the use of “undeliverable” markings for fallen and missing cases.  

 

Figure 6. The aforementioned marking examples from the Feldpostamtsblatt. 

Fuchs’ handbook also points out that the feldpostamts were also responsible in applying 

marking on KIA/MIA mail, I have yet to investigate further.  

Figure 7 below is an example of such usage. Sent on 1944-06-14 to Obergefreiter Hannes 

Brandlhofer, FPN02774 (HQ 2nd Battalion, 2nd Panzergrenadier Regiment, under 2nd Panzer 

Division). Location: Viller-Bocage in Normandy, France. The cover was returned and stamped 

with a violet 2-line marking “Return! / Addressee fallen for Great Germany” and a red boxed 

rectangular “Return” marking with the sender’s postal code 12b written in pencil. The unit’s 

seal was also stamped, the FPN crossed out, and a Stabsgefreiter signed the marking.  

The addressee is listed on the Volksbund database as Hans Brandlhofer, Obergefreiter, killed on 

1944-06-12 at Mehendin in the Orne area (Normandy).  
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Figure 7. 1944-06-14 feldpost returned cover. Item from my collection. 

An example of the “fallen for the homeland” variant is shown in Figure X, a cover sent on 1944-

04-11 from Tartu, Estonia to SS-Friwilliger-Sturmann Yakob Luuka, FPN 58312 (Engineer 

Company, 46th Volunteer Grenadier Regiment of the 20th SS Division, 1st Estonian). Location: 

Narva, Estonia. The cover was also censored by SS-Feldpost censorship with a red circular 

cachet on the front and a tape on the back. The cover was returned with the marking “Return 

to sender/Addressee fallen for the homeland”. An extra “return” marking in violet is also on the 

front side. 

The addressee, Yakob Luuka, an Estonian volunteer, is listed on the database as killed on 1944-

04-03 at Narva.  
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Figure 8. 1944-04-11 Estonian volunteer feldpost cover, front and back. Item from my collection. 

An example of the “vermisst” marking is shown in Figure 9. A luftfeldpost cover franked with 

two Mi.1B stamps (rouletted version), sent on 1944-07-21 to Obergefreiter Pielmann, FPN 

40200 (HQ 20th Panzer Division). Location: Bobruisk, Belarus. It was returned with a written 

marking “Return to the sender./Addressee missing”. The timing coincides with Operation 

Bagration, the Red Army’s summer offensive in Belarus that started in late June 1944.  
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Figure 9. Luftfeldpost returned cover 1944-07-21. 
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Catapult Mail: 1928-39 

 by Lawrence R. Mead 

 

 Early in the 20th century there was a need to enhance the speed of 

delivery of overseas mail. The French had the idea to launch a sea plane from 

a large mail-carrying steamship. The plane would carry the mail pouch, often 

with registered mail, to shore a day or even two days before the ship was due 

to dock. This idea required that the sea plane be catapulted off of the short 

deck to launch it. On August 13, 1928, the first try was made of a seaplane 

launch of mail from the deck of the Il de France. While this difficult feat (both 

aeronautically and engineering) was somewhat successful, the French 

authorities found it to be too expensive to continue after just four flights. 

 

 

                         First catapult flight: July 22, 1929 
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 The Germans, however, successfully began this type of mail 

enhancement in 1929 just a year later. Initially, mail was carried off of a 

steamship using a Henkel He 12 seaplane which had a range of around 400 

miles. The first German catapult mailing was done by the North German Lloyd 

steamship line of July 13, 1929; we see a first flight cover carrying that date 

above. 

 This cover was sent from Hamburg to New York aboard the North 

German Lloyd steamer SS Bremen by catapult mail (“Mit Katapultflug” at top 

left). The cover is franked 75 Pfennige with three airmail stamps: Mi 378 (5 

Pfg. green), Mi 380 (20 Pfg. blue) and Mi 381 (50 Pfg. orange). 25 Pfennig 

covered the single-weight postage. The remaining 50 Pfg. covered the cost of 

the seaplane launched from the steamer on July 22, 1929 (oval receiving 

mark: 22.7.29) by catapult to deliver its load of mail well before the steamer 

docked in New York. The actual flying distance is not completely sure, but was 

in the 300-mile range (500 km = 310 miles). At first, such covers were 

registered with a four-digit number, here 1396 (later replaced with a special 

machine marking). 

 Such catapult mailings were continued well into the 3rd Reich era until 

about 1939 when airplanes had enough range to fly across the Atlantic Ocean 

on their own.  On the following page, we see such a mailing to New York from 

Bremen dated June 6, 1934; the cover appeared in the Lenz auction 106/5531. 
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At upper right we see “mit Vorausflug vom Dampfer Europa nach 

Southampton”, or “with launch flight from the steamer Europa via 

Southampton [England].”  The letter is franked 75 Pfennige with Mi 380 (50 

Pfg. orange), Mi 482 (3 Pfg. light brown), Mi 486 (10 Pfg. dark brown) and Mi 

487 (12 Pfg. red). Again, 25 Pfg. covered the single-weight postage and 50 Pfg. 

was the catapult charge. The North German Lloyd steamer Europa was added 

shortly after the successes of the earlier catapult flights from the deck of the 

SS Bremen. We lastly note that catapult mailings from the 1933-39 period are 

quite abundant and relatively inexpensive (Euro 50-150) and thus catapult 

mail is an attractive niche in modern philately. 
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Labels and Feldpost of French Volunteer Legions 

by Michael Samuels 
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Stamps of the Third Reich 

By Christopher Kolker 

 

The issues featured are the costumes and cultures semi-postal stamps of 

Germany issued October 4, 1935, Scott numbers B69 - B78 and Michel numbers 

588-97. These stamps had a swastika as a watermark, and are perforated at 14 x 

13.5.  Below is the announcement, or Amtsblatt, issued and translated for the 

stamps, and then some philatelic and cultural perspective. 
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  The Amtsblatt- No 86 

27 September 1935 

Number 314\1935 

Welfare Postage Stamps 

 

Charity Issue – Regional Costumes, Harvest Festival and Nothilfe Postcards 

 

In support of the German Nothilfe, new 3+2, 4+3, 5+3, 6+4, 8+4, 12+6, 15+10, 

25+15, 30+20 and 40+35 pfennig charity stamps, a 6+4 pfennig charity postcard 

and a special, privately printed 6+4 pfennig postcard are being issued. The stamps 

may be used for both German internal postage and for overseas correspondence. 

All post offices will begin sales on 4th October. The special private postcard 

commemorating the Bückeburg Harvest Thanksgiving Festival and the opening of 

the German Folklore Museum in Bellevue Palace, Berlin, is being sold in Berlin on 

the 1st October: on the left side of the card front is an inscription announcing the 

festival celebrations. The Welfare stamps will remain on sale until the end of 

February 1936. 

Furthermore, Welfare stamp booklets, at a price of 2RM and containing four of 

the 3+2 pfennig stamps and five each of the 5+3, 6+4 and 12+6 pfennig stamps 

are available. The surcharges of 2, 3, 4, 6, 10, 15, 20 and 35 pfennigs will go 

towards the German Nothilfe Charity Funds. Only the face value of the stamps will 

be valued for postage. Items that have insufficient postage will be surcharged with 

general regulations. 

Philatelic agencies will receive the stamps for their zone of delivery. Examples of 

the postage stamps are shown with an appropriate 25% magnification. The 

German Nothilfe organization will also sell some Welfare stamps during the period 

specified above. The Welfare stamps will remain valid for postage until 30th June 

1936. 
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The steel engraved stamps, which are 24.5×29.15 mm in size, will be printed in 

sheets of 100 on white, swastika – watermarked paper and depict women dressed 

in provincial costumes:  

 3 pfennig – East Prussia 

 4 pfennig – Silesia 

 5 pfennig – Rhineland 

 6 pfennig – Lower Saxony 

 8 pfennig – Kurmark 

 12 pfennig – Black Forest 

 15 pfennig – Hesse 

 25 pfennig – Upper Bavaria 

 30 pfennig – Friesland, and  

40 pfennig – Franconia. 

Located between the stamp value tablets in the 

upper corners are the inscription quote 

“Deutsche Nothilfe” and the welfare surcharge, 

both of which are printed in relatively small 

letters and numerals. Beneath each illustration 

is the inscription “Deutsches Reich”, together 

with the name of the region depicted by the 

costumes (again printed in smaller letters). The background of each stamp shows 

a characteristic landscape of the region.  

The stamp colors are similar to those of current definitive stamps of the same face 

value. The stamps were designed by the artist Karl Diebitsch of Munich, based on 

original photographs of traditional costumes taken by the fashion photographer 

Hans Retzlaff of Charlottenburg, Berlin. 

The 6-pfennig imprinted stamp on the charity postcard portrays a BDM girl and 

Hitler Youth Flags, to illustrate that German women, whatever their background, 

 Special postmark used for only two 
days (Oct. 5-6, 1935) in Buckeberg 
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are united in the 

BDM, and grow into 

the customs, 

traditions and roles 

demanded of them 

by the Fuhrer.  

The festival postcard 

has an imprinted 

stamp with the same 

design as the 6-

pfennig adhesive 

Welfare Charity 

stamps. When 

sending these postcards to  overseas destinations, appropriate additional postage 

stamps will be required. 

The stamp booklets have a dark red cover, with details of the contents, the period 

of validity and the price of printed in black. Sheets of stamps specially printed for 

the Deutsche Nothilfe booklets may be obtained by sending a written order to the 

stamp collector’s Philatelic Agency in Berlin W30. One of the sheets contain 10 

booklet panes, each with 5 of the 5+3 pfennig and 6+4 pfennig stamps; the other 

sheet contains 10 booklet panes, each with five of the 12+6 pfennig and 4 of the 

3+2 pfennig stamps. Both sheets include tete-beche stamps. The price for the 

sheets is 9 and 11 RM respectively, or 20 RM for the pair. The surcharge will be 

collected by the Philatelic Agency.  
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A more detailed description: 

 

 

Stamp    Color    Theme 

3+2 pfennig dark brown Costume of the urban 
land region of East 
Prussia, with the 
Marienberg in 
background. 

 

4+3 pfennig Blue gray Costume of Rossenberg 
in Upper Silesia 

 

5 +3 pfennig Green A vineyard worker of the 
Rhineland 

 

6+ 4 pfennig Dark green Costume of Lindhorst in 
Schaumburg-Lippe, 
Lower Saxony, with 
typical Lower Saxony 
farmhouse in the 
background 
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8+4 pfennig 
12+6 pfennig 

 Orange brown A woman of the village 
of Heinersbruck near 
Cottbus in the Lower 
Lausitz. This costume 
also typical of 
neighboring Spreewald. 

 

12+6pfennig Scarlet  Girl from Gutachtal in 
the Black Forest. The 
name of the girl is Anna 
Zwick 

 

15+10 pfennig Purple brown Woman of the Schwaln 
district of Hesse wearing 
a typical Marburg style 
of dress.  It has a quaint 
black ballet-like skirt. 

 

25+15 pfennig Ultramarine The Miesbach style of 
costume worn in Upper 
Bavaria 

 

30+20pfennig  Olive brown Girl of the Isle of Fohr in 
Friesland, with the 
“shallow sea” which 
becomes land at low 
tide in background. The 
ornamentation on the 
girl’s costume is 
composed of gold chain. 
 
 

 

40+35 pfennig Purple  
A lilac variety also exists 

The processional 
bridesmaid costume of 
Effeltrich in Upper 
Franconia. Her 
headdress is a gold 
crown decorated with 
flowers. 
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   Postcard of the 6+ 4 pfennig stamp mentioned in the Amtsblatt 
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AuctionWatch 

 

 

 

1934 Nothilfe complete (Scott B59-B67), a pristine mint set, o.g., never 
hinged, Very Fine. 
Michel 556-564; €680 ($760). Scott $450. 
Estimate $200 – 300 
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1933, Ten Years of Nothilfe souvenir sheet (Scott B58),  a full-size 
sheet that was postally used from Berlin to Chicago, Jan 18-29, 1934; small 
faults as would totally be expected. Exceedingly rare. 
Michel Block 2; €14,000 for favor cancel ($15,690). Scott $7,500. 
Estimate $1,000 - 1,500 
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(See the description on the next page) 
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1935 OSTROPA souvenir sheet (Scott B68), on an unusually small 
Registered cover to Vienna with two neat Jun 30 OSTROPA Ship 
post cancels; OSTROPA registration label and address on the back (no 
Vienna receiver), Very Fine. 
Michel Block 3; €1,100+ ($1,230). Scott $825+. 
Estimate $400 – 600 
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1935-38, Five 
different Semi-
Postal booklets 
(Scott 
B69a//B109a). 
Michel MH 41, 42.1, 
43-45; €780 ($870). 
Estimate $200 - 
250  
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Airmail, 1934, 5pf-3m complete (Scott C46-C56), three mint sets, 
vertical strips of 3 except the 20pf an L-shaped "block" of 3, o.g., never 
hinged, Very Fine. 
Michel 529x-539x; €2,400 ($2,690). Scott $1,800. 
Estimate $500 – 750 
 
(All from Daniel Kelleher Auctions) 
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Rhodes Inselpost, 1944, Three different (Michel 6, 8B II, 9, 10B I, 
12 IV), plus Agram & Vukovar overprints, all tied by Feldpost "e" 
c.d.s.s, Christmas day, Dec 25, 1944, on a 30c Rhodes postal 
card sending Christmas greetings to a soldier at Feldpost Station 31986; bit 
of paper clip rust at the bottom not affecting the stamps, otherwise Very 
Fine. Exceedingly rare despite its apparently philatelic origin — the Vukovar 
overprint postally used on a cover catalog €35,000, the Rhodes Christmas 
overprint €8,000! signed U.F.N. Roma. Michel €4,480 as used stamps 
($5,020). 
Estimate $3,000 - 4,000 
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Danzig 
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Trivia 

 

We have some of the most famous quotes anywhere with this round of trivia.  But 

it’s not the easiest- most only get about half of these correct.  Let’s see how you 

stack up: 

 

1. Hermann Göring made a speech in 1936. The most important 

passage starts with, "Party comrades, I have come to talk to you 

about Germany, our Germany. Germany must have a place in the 

sun! Rearmament is only a first step to make our people happy. For 

me, rearming is not merely a goal in itself. I do not want to have 

rearmament for military ends or to oppose others. I want it solely 

for the freedom of Germany". 

 

What nickname was commonly given to this famous speech 

commonly? 
 

 The Ruhr Armament Speech. 

 The Butter or Guns Speech. 

 The Ultimatum Speech. 

 The Sunshine and Freedom Speech. 

 

2. Which SS general made a claim that any SS man with a soft heart 

would do well to "retire quickly to a monastery"? 
 

 Theodor Eicke. 

 Kurt 'Panzer' Meyer. 

 'Sepp' Dietrich. 

 Erwin Rommel. 
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3. Who did Adolf Hitler refer to as "the Man with the Iron Heart" in 

1942? 
 

 Theodor Eicke. 

 Reinhard Heydrich. 

 'Sepp' Dietrich. 

 Heinrich Himmler. 

 

4. Who wrote in his/her autobiography, "From my earliest youth I 

was brought up with a strong sense of duty. In my parents' house it 

was insisted that every task be exactly and conscientiously carried 

out. Each member of the family had his own special duties to be 

performed"? 
 

 Albert Speer. 

 Leni Riefenstahl. 

 Adolf Hitler. 

 Rudolf Hoess. 

 

5. Who said, "I must admit that this gassing had a calming effect on 

me, I was always horrified of executions by firing squads. Now, I was 

relieved to think that we would be spared all these bloodbaths." 
 

 Rudolf Hoess. 

 Reinhard Heydrich. 

 Heinrich Himmler. 

 Otto Rasch (Einsatzgruppe leader, based in the Ukraine). 

 

6. Who said this quote, and what is missing from the blanks? 

 

"Don't think that one can fight against disease without killing the 

cause, without exterminating the germ; and don't think that one can 
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fight against __________ without taking care that the peoples be freed 

of the germ of __________." 
 

 Paul Joseph Goebbels (Bolshevism). 

 Dr. Josef Mengele (smallpox). 

 Hitler (racial tuberculosis). 

 Paul Joseph Goebbels (the Jewish Problem). 

 

7. Who said, "I decide who is or is not a Jew"? 
 

 Adolf Hitler. 

 Hermann Goering. 

 Reinhard Heydrich. 

 Josef Mengele. 

 

8. Who said this? 

 

"It is time something must be done. Whoever acts will probably go 

down in German history as a traitor. Yet if he fails to act, he will be a 

traitor to his own conscience". 
 

 Adolf Hitler (referring to the Munich Beer Hall Putsch in 1923). 

 Generalfeldmarschall Erwin Rommel. 

 Colonel Claus von Stauffenberg. 

 Generalfeldmarschall Friedrich Paulus (before his surrender at 

Stalingrad). 

 

9. Who wrote this piece and submitted it into the Nazi weekly, "Der 

Stürmer"? 

 

"The English have no notion of the Jewish danger. Our worst Jews 

work only behind the scenes. We think with joy of the day when we 
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will be able to say England for the English! Out with the Jews! Heil 

Hitler! 

P.S. please publish my name in full, I want everyone to know I am a 

Jew hater." 
 

 Adolf Hitler. 

 Johanna Maria Magdalena "Magda" Goebbels. 

 Julius Streicher. 

 Unity Valkyrie Mitford. 

 

10. This battleship was described by Winston Churchill as, "a 

masterpiece of naval construction". Although it was thought to be 

unsinkable, it was sunk on the 27th of May, 1941. 

 

What was the name of the battleship? 

(No choices on this one – you have to know it.  But I will give you a hint:  It’s eight 

letters long without any introductory words to it!) 
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Answers 

 

 

1. Hermann Goering made a speech in 1936. The most important passage starts with, 

"Party comrades, I have come to talk to you about Germany, our Germany. Germany 

must have a place in the sun! Rearmament is only a first step to make our people happy. 

For me, rearming is not merely a goal in itself. I do not want to have rearmament for 

military ends or to oppose others. I want it solely for the freedom of Germany". 

 

What nickname was commonly given to this famous speech commonly? 

   

 

 

The correct answer was The Butter or Guns Speech. 

The Butter or Guns Speech became famous by the next passage: 

 

"I must speak clearly. Some people in international life are very hard of hearing. 

They can only be made to listen if they hear guns go off. We are getting those guns. 

We have no butter, comrades, but I ask you: would you rather have butter or guns? 

Shall we bring in lard, or iron ore? I tell you, being prepared makes us powerful. 

Butter only makes us fat!" 

 

The rearmament program was pursued so energetically that by 1936-37 Germany 

was very short of foreign currency and came close to having to introduce rationing. 

 

2. Which SS general made a claim that any SS man with a soft heart would do well to 

"retire quickly to a monastery"? 

   

The correct answer was Theodor Eicke. 
 

 

Eicke was the man that assassinated Ernst Roehm in his jail cell in the 'Night of the 

Long Knives'. Eicke was the first inspector of the concentration camps and he 

influenced the concentration guards with his attitude of "inflexible harshness". He 

was the commander of the SS Totenkopf Division. 

He said, "It is the duty of every SS man to identify himself body and soul with the 

cause. Every order must be sacred to him and he must carry out even the most 
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difficult and hardest of them without hesitation". 

 

Rommel was not part of the SS. 

 

3. Who did Adolf Hitler refer to as "the Man with the Iron Heart" in 1942? 

   

The correct answer was Reinhard Heydrich. 
 

 

Hitler referred to Reinhard Heydrich as "the Man with the Iron Heart" at his 

funeral. Until his death Heydrich oversaw the 'Final Solution' ... He was 

assassinated by two Czech resistance members in Prague in 1942. Hitler was so 

angered by the assassination that the village of Lidice was completely destroyed, 

and the inhabitants murdered. 

 

4. Who wrote in his/her autobiography, "From my earliest youth I was brought up with 

a strong sense of duty. In my parents' house it was insisted that every task be exactly 

and conscientiously carried out. Each member of the family had his own special duties 

to be performed"? 

   

 

The correct answer was Rudolf Höss. 
 

Rudolf Höss was the first commandant of the Auschwitz concentration camp. He 

was given a glowing review in an SS report that stated he was "a true pioneer in 

this area because of his new ideas and educational methods". 

 

If Höss's account can be trusted (and there's no reason to distrust the account of 

his childhood), in his parental home - despite its ardent Roman Catholicism - 

obedience and respect for authority were the two most important virtues of all. 

 

5. Who said, "I must admit that this gassing had a calming effect on me, I was always 

horrified of executions by firing squads. Now, I was relieved to think that we would be 

spared all these bloodbaths." 

   

The correct answer was Rudolf Höss. 
 

 

Rudolf Höss was responsible for the death of over one million people in his 

concentration camp. He was caught in March 1946, gave evidence at Nuremberg 

and was then handed over to Poland for trial. While awaiting trial he wrote his 
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memoirs. He was executed at Auschwitz, the very site he commanded, and 

allowed others to die in. 

 

Otto Rasch was an SS general (SS Gruppenführer) and commanded 

Einsatzgruppe C, based in the Ukraine. 

 

The Einsatzgruppen were mobile killing units that systematically killed Jews, 

Russian partisans, and 'Politruks' (political officers), on the eastern front in 1941-

1943. Rasch was one of twenty-four individuals indicted for war crimes at the 

Einsatzgruppen Trials. He died before sentence could be passed. 

 

6. Who said this quote, and what is missing from the blanks? 

 

"Don't think that one can fight against disease without killing the cause, without 

exterminating the germ; and don't think that one can fight against __________ without 

taking care that the peoples be freed of the germ of __________." 
 

 

 

The correct answer was Hitler (racial tuberculosis). 

 
 

It was said by Hitler at a party meeting at Salzburg on 7 August 1920. The quote 

finished with "The effect of Jewry will never disappear and the poisoning of the 

people will not end unless the cause - the Jews - are removed from our presence". 

 

  

7. Who said, "I decide who is or is not a Jew"? 

   

The correct answer was Hermann Goering. 
 

 

Goering made this statement because he was known to employ "non-Aryans" to 

selected Luftwaffe postings. One such person was Erhard Milch, Goering's Chief 

Assistant. Milch had a Jewish father, Anton Milch, but Goering made his mother 

sign a statement indicating that Milch was born illegitimate to another father (a 

non-Jew), therefore making Erhard free of Jewish descent. 

 

8. Who said this? 

 

"It is time something must be done. Whoever acts will probably go down in German 
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history as a traitor. Yet if he fails to act, he will be a traitor to his own conscience".  

   

The correct answer was Colonel Claus von Stauffenberg. 
 

 

Claus von Stauffenberg was a key figure in the plot on Hitler's life on 20th of July 

1944 and paid with his life for his part in the attempt. 

  

9. Who wrote this piece and submitted it into the Nazi weekly, "Der Stürmer"? 

 

"The English have no notion of the Jewish danger. Our worst Jews work only behind 

the scenes. We think with joy of the day when we will be able to say England for the 

English! Out with the Jews! Heil Hitler! 

P.S. please publish my name in full, I want everyone to know I am a Jew hater." 

   

 

The correct answer was Unity Valkyrie Mitford. 
 

Unity was born in 1914 in England. Her sister, Diana, married Oswald Mosley, 

the leader of the British Union of Fascists. (According to the Wikipedia article on 

Unity Mitford (accessed on 4 November 2010), she was conceived in the small 

town of Swastika, Ontario. Yes, the place does exist). 

 

10. This battleship was described by Winston Churchill as, "a masterpiece of naval 

construction". Although it was thought to be unsinkable, it was sunk on the 27th of 

May, 1941. 

 

What was the name of the battleship? 

   

The correct answer was Bismarck. 
 

 

Shame on anyone that typed in "Titanic" because you saw the word 'unsinkable' :) 

The Bismarck was 42,000 tons of awesome strength and firepower. It had eight 

massive 15-inch main guns and 64 smaller caliber guns.          (Taken from funtrivia.com) 
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For Sale 

 

We do have a few items for sale.   They have recently been rebounded and 

redone.  They look great and are definitely worth the price: 

 

Mail Surveillance under the Third Reich by R.J. Houston.  35 pages. $15. 

 

German Feldpost Operations in the West 1940-1944 by John Painter. 

2004. 60 total pages. $20. 

 

The War of the Springing Tiger by Jeffrey Markem, about Azad Hind 

stamps and the fight for India’s Independence. $10. 

 

Composition Listing of Organic German Military Units, 1980. $15. 

 

Each of these are expertly written, filled with details that obviously took 

scores of hours to research.  All proceeds go only to Third Reich Study 

Group.  It is first come /first come serve, and if we get down to one copy, I 

will get more printed (but that could delay shipping by a week or so if it 

happens). 

E-mail me at ctkolker@mail.com or write to: Christopher Kolker, 25 

Parkwoods Drive, Norwich, CT 06360, for orders or questions. 

Thanks!!!! 
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