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Another Great Issue:

todz Ghetto Stamps by Dr. Sourav
Sengupta - An important article by a
first-time contributor to the Bulletin
highlighting the suffering and almost
impossible decisions residents of the
Polish Ghetto faced.

Undercover Addresses by Kees
Adema — An extremely well-written
follow up to last issue’s article, Kees
provides clarity and incredible
examples of undercover Addresses
during the World War Il. A must read.

The Air Defense League’s History
and its Stamps — Our featured
stamps showcase Germany’s Air
Defense League, a civilian attempt to
provide safety during ever increasing
Allied air raids. An intriguing look into
a highly structured yet flawed system.

Plus AuctionWatch, Trivia, Danzig,
and a great Channel Island Society
Auction!

As | always say: Keep Calm and
Keep Collecting!!

A Big Thank You! This
issue of the Third Reich
Study Group Bulletin has
the answers. In our
previous issue, | asked you
for articles, and you came
through! As | said, the
more varied the
knowledge and
perspective, the better our
publication will be. Even if
you have just an idea, a

scan, or a full-finished
article — email them to me
at ctkolker@mail.com.

Remember: We can always use a
little moolah. Our next major
project is to travel to the APS
National Convention in California
to spread the word about the
Germany Philatelic Society and
the Third Reich Study Group. Just
click on the “Donate” button on
the webpage next to the “Our
Journal” button. Thank you!
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Editor’s Letter

To our Esteemed Readers:

Frankly, this issue of the Third Reich Study Group Bulletin excites me. We have a
first-time author to the Bulletin, Dr. Sourav Sengupta, who gives a great overview
of tddz Ghetto Stamps. | am looking forward to reading his work for many years
to come.

Kees Adema contributes an entire chapter of his book and builds on the
discussion | wrote about last issue on undercover addresses and post office boxes
of World War Il. He offers a detailed and comprehensive assessment, and is a
learned and scholarly addition to my attempt at the subject last issue.

But wait, there is more. The Channel Island Specialists’ Society had another
successful auction and have some great stuff to show. And with our regular
feature of Stamps of the Third Reich, the German Air Defense League takes center
stage, complete with their obsession with uniforms.

If all that is not enough, AuctionWatch shows us some pretty rare stuff up for sale
recently. The market has cooled a bit, so it’s a good time to get some bargains
going. And the archives of Danzig show us some rare cancellation of their WW II-
era mail.

So, sit back and enjoy the read. This is one of our best issues ever.

Your humble Editor,

Chris
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WANTED:

We need your articles!!
Big or small!
Long or short!
Finished or not — we can help
See your work in print

Send them to

Keep Calm and Keep Collecting!!
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Undercover Addresses and Post Office Boxes

Kees Adema

CHAPTER 6

Undercover Addresses and Post
Office Boxes

Undercover mail is not sent directly to its ultimate destination but instead first routed to an intermediate
address from where it is then forwarded to the addressee typically through the regular mail channels. It was
intended to hide the true destination of the correspondence and the location of the recipient. The practice
was of course necessitated by war conditions and by the prohibition on direct mail connections imposed
by both the Axis powers and the Allies. The use of such addresses took many different forms. Although the
scheme was already used in prior conflicts, World War II saw a huge increase in undercover mail, especially
in the later years. That experience related directly to

some of the mail schemes established in the early 5

. 1 otes for persons wishing to communicate with

months of World War II. friends in Enemy Countries, or a Country in the
occupation of the Enemy.

According to Charles Entwistle® more than N e e S R LT
340 such addresses in 39 countries and territories | 4" or detaincd in cnemy territories subject to the following conditions.
have now been identified of which 88 were located
in Lisbon. It should be noted that many of the
addresses listed by Entwistle were those of charitable
or religious services and not meant to evade >
restrictions imposed on mail. The most popular | & Letten mus b placed in ao open uastamped covelope fully s
service was that provided by Messrs Thomas Cook
& Son Ltd but the list expands greatly when the
names of many hundreds of British government-
approved forwarding persons are added as well, that
is, people providing forwarding and letter exchange
services from their neutral country addresses. It
could be argued that many of these services are not v
truly “undercover” but we shall leave it to others to R o oA
draw that distinction. ‘

» one envelope containing one commun

6.1 Europe

Several months before neutral Holland was
attacked by Germany on 10 May 1940 the British
government authorised Thomas Cook & Son Ltd
to establish Post Office Box 601 in Amsterdam

2 . E Communications for Prisoners of War, ie. British and Allied Naval,
for mail between Great Britain and the enemy Military, and Air Force prisoners and Civilian internecs, must not be sent
under the foregoing arrangement, bul forwarded in accordance with the
regulations of which particulars may be oblained at any Post Office
.Flgu.re 6-1. ) ) ) TANUARY. 1940 1380 SR
Directions for mail forwarded via Thomas Cook & Son in
London. (EF)
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6. UNDERCOVER ADDRESSES AND POST OFFICE BOXES

territories. It was in use for about three | : A
months and of course abolished after the iy 4
German invasion. The requirements for & . 3
using the Cook service were very strict e
as can be seen in the list of conditions g, Sooks towre, Derioler St Loneen.
o

issued in Ianuary 1940 (Figure 6-1). GRI0S 1 e wirohien st i n.:y unsatisactory ..., "
Yet it is surprising that the British even DA S s erin i 5o hus o, 8700 s 2505
permitted correspondence to and from "Rent add tional posthox 2o lottexs £ i SouthAfrics Helecrayh Mamber Gookd
enemy territory albeit in a roundabout Gogy of mems fam Trarfic Jt., %o imsteslam, 27th Dec.,1959:-
fashion.? miith ceference to the instreutions which you reesived fom J. Ambord

in Brussels rclative to an errengmment vwidd we arc maing with tie Britilh

Covernment for the formarding f om this Couniry and our Dominions of mail

to Germany and German ocmmisd territory, we have wired you th s morning

. . TOLloWEL= Yesvoavasans
ACCOI‘dll'Ig to Entwistle there were - 'Ar;absgntl e made 1y +the Dominion of South ifrica with our
e . Cape To the 4 t
additional boxes in Amsterdam, 115 s imp Thks et fon L1 bent Faem T iy (Gt
1 ui te 8tbo: nd it o
for South Africa, 510 for the Polish & the mumer ot S%.:? a:m)"ii’;ou Tase Losa ikl o e 1 R
gned ) Jo nt Treific lmnegaes

Merchant Navy, 520 for Australia, 525 S

for New Zealand and 615 for Canada.
Ed Fraser, who specialises in the subject,

has not seen examples of those although Cople ¥ Wi //,,,._ P vg/:v/ﬁ

the letter in Figure 6-2 intriguingly refers g [ VS g
to Box 115. PO Boxes 520, 525, and 615 7"‘ % b (8= 2
were coincidentally the box numbers W ;a@%—vx o/o,éuumzsaf/ﬁréav
later set up and used by Thomas Cook in :
Lisbon.

Figure 6-2.

Cook cable correspondence dated 27 December
1939 concerning undercover mail. (EF)

Figure 6-3a. Reverse.

Prague was the capital of the
Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia
(Bohmen und Mihren) established by the

Figure 6-3*. Nazis on 15 March 1939. Germany and
From Prague to Thomas Cook's PO Box 601 in Amsterdam, 19 February Britain had been in a state of war since
1940. (EF)

September 1939, so at the time the letter
in Figure 6-3 was sent on 19 February 1940 a direct mail connection with Britain was obviously impossible.
Holland was still unoccupied; so the sender in Prague could still address the letter to Cook’s PO Box 601

124

Third Reich Study Group Bulletin Vol. LVII #223 7 |Page



from where it was forwarded to Cook
in London and then to the addressee,
typically in England but also elsewhere
in accordance with the protocol. The
letter was first censored in Berlin and
subsequently in Great Britain by censor
No. 2017. The word “censor” would soon
be changed to “examiner”.

One of the rarest items in this category
is the card shown in Figure 6-4. It was
sent by a Polish woman, Hania, who
writes while in transit in the Protectorate
of Radom as she refers to it. The postcard
was cancelled on 16 March 1940, then
went through the German censor in
Berlin and was annotated 29 March
1940 on receipt.

6. UNDERCOVER ADDRESSES AND POST OFFICE BOXES

v
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Figure 6-4.
From the annexed German

Protectorate of Radom, formerly part of Poland,

to Amsterdam for forwarding to Great Britain; received 29 March 1940. (EF)

Hania was in fact referring to the Generalgouvernement, a territory in Poland and Ukraine, created by
Hitler out of areas occupied after the invasion of Poland by the Nazis and the Soviets in 1939. It was located
between Polish lands annexed by Germany in the west and those annexed by the Soviet Union in the east
and by German decree made the Polish nationals stateless.

45

Holland

E.E, Coussell,

Bedffnet

BEsqu.

care of Postbox 6ol

Amsterdam

dOSN3ID
A8 @3IN3dO

99 0d

Figure 6-5a. Reverse.

Figure 6-5.
Cologne to Amsterdam, 2 April 1940. (EF)

The name and address of the sender of the letter in Figure 6-5 must have raised a red flag in Germany
as well as Great Britain, originating as it did from a Count Sponeck in the Rheinland, the area that was
re-occupied by the Germans in 1936 against the terms of the Versailles Agreement without any military
reaction from Great Britain, France or the USA. The German and British censorship tapes are self-

explanatory.
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6. UNDERCOVER ADDRESSES AND POST OFFICE BOXES

After the German invasion of Holland
on 10 May 1940, PO Box 601 in Amsterdam
was abolished.

Figure 6-6.
Holland to PO Box 456 in Portugal for forwarding to Great Britain, 5 May Reverse.

1941. (EF)

15 23 17 NiNO

Figure 6-7a. Reverse.
Censored in Munich and London.

) Correspondence between Holland
Figure 6-7. f 1d . i
Holland to London via PO Box 456 in Lisbon, 16 September 1941, (KA) and the free world using post office

boxes via Portugal was possible - albeit
with some delay - until the autumn of 1944 when all connections were severed because of the fighting in
Holland. Widely used was PO Box 456 in Lisbon of which two examples are shown here. It was not only
used by individuals (Figure 6-6) but also by the Royal Dutch Army (Figure 6-7). From PO Box 456 letters
were forwarded to London by KLM. The letter in Figure 6-6 is dated Goes (ZL) 5 May 1941 and the one in
Figure 6-7 Zaamslag (ZL) 16 September 1941. The latter was received in London on 18 October 1941 and
21 October is probably an annotation made by the addressee indicating date of receipt or response.

Most undercover mail consists of just the envelope with the content missing. Occasionally we see
interesting cards such as the one in Figure 6-8. At first glance it is an item in somewhat poor condition but
it is in fact an extraordinary sliver of history. Mailed from Prague on 16 April 1940 it was first censored in
Cologne, then allowed to pass onward to Box 601 in Amsterdam from where it was forwarded to London.
It passed through British censorship and then to Thomas Cook, who re-mailed it to the addressee, Hana
Bandler. At some point the stamp was removed, possibly by a censor to check for content underneath or
later by a stamp collector.

126
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6. UNDERCOVER ADDRESSES AND POST OFFICE BOXES

0, 5 ey
o9 \4;/'/ 28 & v 7 4
A AN : ; ¢ v A s S /‘1 Figure 6-9.
224 pi - e NAAR DE BOOQT, i.e. to the boat; Jewish
: ‘ > f children about to board the ferry from Hook

4 o s s et -5 ' ) of Holland to Harwich. (W/PD)

W, elw 4 & € V. ALY v Jht i .

/ AR /L In Fleeing from the Fiihrer
Lo | “E1 p Brinson and Kaczynski (see
§ Ml b T2 '\') ./' QIALATAAT .

T 1/ =/ TR gy £ gl sources) write that the card was sent
L LR e AP A LBl 1 =, to Hana Bandler by her parents and
Figure 6-8. that she had been sent to England
Prague to Great Britain via PO Box 601, Amsterdam, 16 April 1940. (BCK) on a Kindertransport in July 1939.

She would not see them again.

The effort by Jewish organisations to move children under 17 from various places in Europe to safety
in Great Britain, popularly called Kindertransport, started after the Kristallnacht pogrom in 1938. Most
travelled by train to ports in Belgium and Holland from where they were taken by ship to Harwich. Many
were orphans or had parents in concentration camps and were taken in by host families that would often
turn out to be the only “relatives” they would have after the war. Some Czech children were flown directly
to England but it is not known if Hana Bandler was among them.

The very last transport from the continent, with 74 Jewish children, left on the passenger-freighter
Bodegraven in the nick of time on 14 May 1940, from IJmuiden (NH). It was organised by Geertruida
Wijsmuller-Meijer, the Dutch organiser of the first transport from Vienna in December 1938. She could
have joined the children but chose to remain behind. This ship was the very last to freely leave the country.*

The charitable attitude from the British government stands in stark contrast to that of the USA. In
February 1939 a bill to admit 20,000 unaccompanied Jewish children from Nazi Germany was rejected in
Congress. Many of them were orphans or had parents in concentration camps.

Figure 6-10*. Figure 6-10a.
From Lisbon 3 September 1940. (BK/CK) Amsterdam (601)/Lisbon (506).

127
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6. UNDERCOVER ADDRESSES AND POST OFFICE BOXES

The letter to Denmark, in Figure 6-10 shows a change from Box 601 to 506 Lisbon on the reverse and
appears to be an example of mail Thomas Cook had in London ready to be sent to Amsterdam for franking
and posting onto Denmark, which had been occupied from 9 April. Before the letter could be mailed from
London, Holland was attacked and Thomas Cook held it back for posting from a new undercover address
as soon as that would become available. Arrangements to use Lisbon were set up in July 1940 and usages
are known by August.

Were they still processing mail that was originally intended for an Amsterdam mailing in late August or
early September? Or was the user sending this to Thomas Cook using an old instruction sheet saying the
return address to use was PO Box 601, Amsterdam? (See Figure 6-1, condition No. 4).

oA TWORT AN
164298 8441, zon P . ' : cH
se-n§ Lu’ﬁ;:f‘ ‘;\56 Ls‘“pf*
E APELAAR
DEVENTER
G
e (,4/ 10 VELAIN STRAAT I
W 35«J
Figure 6-11*. Figure 6-11a. Reverse.

Lisbon to Deventer, 8 January 1941. (EF)

Figures 6-11 and 6-11a show a letter to Holland from PO Box 506 in Lisbon dated 8 January 1941. The
unnamed sender asks in the red handstamp on the back to send reply to my complete name at PO Box 506,
Lisbon. It is hard to believe that the Germans were unaware of the real purpose behind PO Boxes 506, 456
and others. The British had in fact announced in the press that correspondence with enemy territory was
prohibited except via Thomas Cook or the Red Cross.

Entwistle further lists the following undercover addresses in Lisbon used by the Dutch in addition to

456, not all of which we have encountered:

- Wiese & Co. (Dutch Merchant Navy)

- M.C. Wolffensperger (PO Box 237 London)

- Avenida Duque d’Avila 110 (Royal Dutch Army)

- Rua das Chagas 21 & 41

- Arco Escuro 7

- Rua da Imprensa Nacional 40

- Rua Saraiva de Carvalho 252

- PO Box 467 (Dutch Merchant Navy)

- PO Box 482 (Dutch Consul General)

- PO Box 485 (Royal Dutch Navy)

- Muller & Co PO Box 506 (submarine section of Royal Dutch Navy - undercover address within an
undercover address)

- Apartado 182 - Royal Dutch Navy.

128
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Figure 6-12.
The Hague to England via undercover address in
Lisbon, 30 May 1944. (JG)

Figure 6-12 shows a letter from
The Hague to England via one of
the undercover addresses in Lisbon
not listed by Entwistle. The Bonthuis
correspondence is known but the reverse
shows the extremely rare censorship
cachet from the Dutch Department of
Justice, see Figure 6-12a. Interestingly,
the letter shows no sign of having passed
the British censor.

Figure 6-12a.
Reverse of cover in Figure 6-12 with the elusive
Ministerie van Justitie censorship marking applied
by the Dutch Department of Justice in exile in
London.

After the USA entered the war in
December 1941 mail from Holland
could only be sent indirectly. C.J. van
Oosterzee, the addressee in Barcelona
of the postcard in Figure 6-13, is known
to have used two different addresses to
receive and subsequently forward mail.
Although only franked sufficiently for
surface mail, this card was forwarded by
air mail according to the handstamp on
the back: Correo Aereo / Madrid.

The Hague, 20 July 1943. Your letter of
7 March is the last news we have from you.
Ben and Magteld wrote a letter 31 March
and a card 12 April. You understand how
much we are longing to hear from you...
From our own family we do not hear
anything either and one can only hope
for the best and not give up although one’s
resistance is sometimes lacking... When
will we be freed from this horrible time?

6. UNDERCOVER ADDRESSES AND POST OFFICE BOXES

Figure 6-13.
From The Hague 21 July 1943 to USA via Barcelona, censorship in Munich
and Barcelona. (KA)

129
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6. UNDERCOVER ADDRESSES AND POST OFFICE BOXES

6.2 To and from the Dutch East Indies

After the German injunction
on mail from Holland to the Dutch
East Indies (DEI) and vice versa,
at the end of July 1940, such mail
could only be sent by surreptitious
means, i.e. undercover or by use of
the Red Cross message services in
Geneva.

The postcard in Figure 6-14 was
in all likelihood meant to go via the
KLM service from Bandoeng to
Baghdad and onward by train via
Turkey as described in Chapter 5.
Instead it reached Great Britain via
the Horseshoe Route where it was
then censored. Furthermore the air Figure 6-14*
mail label was cancelled by the tWo  From Djokjakarta to Klosters, Switzerland, 20 November 1940. (KA)
diagonal red stripes marking the
end of air mail as further transit was by surface, steamer to Lisbon and train to Switzerland.

The addressee in Switzerland was Pfarrer Middendorp, a parish priest, whose residence served as an
undercover address for the real one in Holland. According to the pencil notation the card was forwarded
on 21 March 1941. Other such mail has been recorded as the priest served as an intermediary for mail
between Holland and the DEIL

It is nice to be able to write again. Via Marianne Nieuwenkamp we fortunately received the good news. Of
course you are never out of our thoughts. How is it? We so hope all is well. How sweet the little boy must be by now.
Is he growing nicely? ... When you write send it to Len’s company because we do not have a permanent address...”

Figure 6-15a.
Censorship in Frankfurt am Main (e), Singapore
(E and 23) and Batavia (censorship tape and
handstamp No. 5).

S

Figure 6-15*.
The Hague via Basle to Bandoeng, 12 September 1941. (KA)

130
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6. UNDERCOVER ADDRESSES AND POST OFFICE BOXES

The routing for the letter in Figure 6-15 was as follows:
- From The Hague 12 September 1941 to undercover address in Basle by train via Frankfurt;
- Re-addressed and re-franked for air mail to DEL;
- Onward transmission to Lisbon by train;
- Pan Am transatlantic clipper to New York;
- Pan Am transpacific clipper to San Francisco - Honolulu - Singapore;
- KNILM service Singapore - Batavia (arrival 28 October 1941).

Figure 6-16a. Reverse.

Figure 6-16*.
London to Soerabaja, 28 April 1941. (KA)

The PO Box number for the free Dutch Royal Air Force in London was “264” and identifying details in
the circular cancellation were obliterated in order to hide the actual location in the letter from London to
Soerabaja dated 28 April 1941 (Figure 6-16). The letter was censored on board ship in Great Britain but the
8/44 is questionable or erroneous because it arrived in Soerabaja 7 July 1941 where it was opened by censor
41 and foreign exchange office 4.

Although marked Airmail the letter was first carried by ship to Durban and from there to its destination
by plane on the Horseshoe Route.

6.3 South America and USA

The following four covers from Holland to Venezuela show the variety of aspects in seemingly similar
pieces of mail. Although all letters were addressed to Maracaibo, they were intended for Curagao, i.e.
undercover mail, and first carried on the Pan Am transatlantic clipper service from Lisbon to New York.
Planes made a stopover on Bermuda where mail was sometimes but not always unloaded to be censored
before it was put aboard again for the leg to New York and subsequent trip to South America.
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6. UNDERCOVER ADDRESSES AND POST OFFICE BOXES

Figure 6-17a. Reverse.

Figure 6-17*.
Haarlem to Maracaibo/Curacao, 8 November
1940. (KA)

In the first of three letters in this group from the well-known and extensive Van Zijl archive, Mrs Van
Zijl, in occupied Holland, is writing to her captain-husband, who is employed by the Caribbean Petroleum
Co, a Shell subsidiary. On 8 November 1940, the date of the letter, no effort is made to hide the corporate
address or the addressee’s profession. The letter went by train to Frankfurt where it passed through the
censor as evidenced by the encircled “Ae” marking (HL type ED1.1.1) and the framed ID number of the
censor, 1547.

It was received on 9 December in Venezuela. There is no censor mark or label applied at its destination
and no visible indication that the letter was destined for Curagao.

==

Figure 6-18a. Reverse.

Figure 6-18.
Amsterdam to Maracaibo/Curacao, 7 April 1941.
(KA)

Because many Dutchmen living in Curagao were employed in the oil and refinery industry they were a
logical conduit to pass on mail from Holland after the direct connection had been severed. However, the
letter in Figure 6-18 does not belong in that category as it was written by a family member of the addressee,
the captain of a vessel that apparently had Curagao as its home port.

132
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6. UNDERCOVER ADDRESSES AND POST OFFICE BOXES

It certainly did attract the attention of the censor. Posted in Amsterdam 7 April 1941, the letter arrived
at the Koln-Deutz (Cologne) office the next day from where it was forwarded to the censor in Frankfurt.
Unlike the previous letter this one was censored in Curagao. It was resealed with the POSTCENSUUR/
CURACAO tape and stamped with the censor’s ID number, in this case 6. It is not clear if the “2 MAY 19417
arrival marking was placed in Maracaibo or in Curagao.

2
8 ¢
Q

=
% ]
& «
2 é Figure 6-19a. Reverse.

Figure 6-19.
. Haarlem to Maracaibo/Curacao, 26 September
1941. (KA)

The letter in Figure 6-19 was also routed via Cologne but then went to the Berlin censorship office (HL
type BV3.2) before air transport to South America via Portugal. It shows receipt on 22 October 1941 and
was censored upon arrival in Curagao showing a different tape than that used in the previous letter and the
individual censor used No. 17.

Van Zijl, whose title of captain is no longer mentioned, now used a civilian address in Maracaibo and the
letter was routed via de N.V. CURACAOSCHE SCHEEPVAART MAATSCHAPPIJ, the Curagao Shipping
Company, a Shell subsidiary. Although its handstamp was placed on the censorship tape this was probably
not an indication of corporate censorship.

Figure 6-20a. Reverse.

Figure 6-20.
Haarlem to Maracaibo/Curacao, 18 October 1941.
(KA)
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6. UNDERCOVER ADDRESSES AND POST OFFICE BOXES

The letter to Van Zijl dated 18 October 1941 shown in Figure 6-20 differs in several aspects from the one
sent less than one month earlier. After having passed through the censor in Cologne, the letter was carried
on a Pan Am transatlantic clipper that made a stopover in Bermuda where it was taken off, “opened by
examiner 8018” and resealed with a British issued PC type 90 label used by the Imperial Examiner.’

Unlike other such mail which was
sometimes held back until the end of
the war, this letter was then released and
reloaded onto the clipper to New York
from where it was forwarded to La Guaira
arriving on 14 November. This time
the censor in Curagao applied a purple
handstamp with the text gezien (seen). An
interesting aspect is the handstamp from
N.V. CURACAOSCHE PETROLEUM
INDUSTRIE MIJ., the Curagao Petroleum
Industry Co. also a Shell subsidiary.

Figure 6-21.
Thomas Cook’s PO Box 252 in the Grand Central

Annex Post Office in New York City, where mail arrived
for forwarding to Canada; modern day photo. (EF)

S
J
& Y
7 b o8 =
0 e = o
: a
2 3
4
§Z
2 2
]L 4 '//' ] > O
AN [ at/r M=
1/ 15‘,‘ o) T
Figure 6-22. Figure 6-22a. Reverse.
Surface mail Holland to Canada via PO Box 252, 12 August 1940. (EF) German and Canadian censorship sealing tapes.

PO Box 252 in New York was the Thomas Cook undercover address for mail to and from Canada. It
was used primarily by Norwegian seamen but also by a few Dutchmen although it is possible those were
employed on Norwegian rather than Dutch ships. In addition to Norway and Holland, usages are also
known in the 1940-1941 period from Denmark, Poland, Czechoslovakia, Belgium, France, Algeria, Italy
and a few others but most of the reported covers are German. The cover from Holland in Figure 6-22 shows

a Canadian censorship label.
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6. UNDERCOVER ADDRESSES AND POST OFFICE BOXES

Figure 6-23.
From Amsterdam to the KNSM office on 25
Broadway, New York, 5 November 1941. (EF)

The KNSM°used 25 Broadway, New
York, as the correspondence address for
its seamen. The air mail letter in Figure
6-23 was mailed in Amsterdam on
5 November 1941, passed through the
censor in Frankfurt, went by Lufthansa
to Lisbon to catch the Pan Am clipper to
New York where it was again censored.

Its subsequent routing to reach the
addressee, a KNSM captain, might have
been the Horseshoe Route to the DEI

because the letter shows a DHA British Figure 6-23a.
India censorship marking on both face  Reverse with German, British and British Indian censorship.
and the reverse.
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6. UNDERCOVER ADDRESSES AND POST OFFICE BOXES

136

6.4 Notes

1

5

Ed Fraser, whose collection of Thomas Cook undercover mail is unparalleled, generously permitted us
to use the covers shown here under EE.

Entwistle, Charles R., Undercover addresses of World War II (third edition).

Van Doorn article in De Postzak, March 1989, No. 159, p26.

W.

® Flynn, Peter A., Intercepted in Bermuda, p58.

The Dutch shipping company, Koninklijke Nederlandsche Stoomboot Maatschappij, was founded in
1856. In 1939 it owned 79 ships of which 48 were lost during the war. The company survived the war
only to be taken over by Nedlloyd in 1981 (see also subchapter 1.3).

6.5 Postal Rates

6-3. Foreign letter rate: 250 heller/2.5 korun effective 1 October 1 1925.

6-1, 6-11. Foreign letter rate: 1 escudo 75 centavos < 20 grams from 1 August 1934 to 6 November 1946.
6-14. Foreign postcard rate: 10 cents / air mail charge 20 cents, total 30 cents; over franked by 1 cent.
6-15. Foreign letter rate Holland - Switzerland, < 20 grams: 12% cents/ air mail charge Switzerland / DEI

210 rappen per 5 grams.

6-16. Foreign letter rate 3d < 20 grams, air mail charge 1s per 5 grams, total 1s3d.
6-17. Tariff 12 % cents plus air mail surcharge 60 cents.
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Think about it:

Enjoying the Third Reich Study group?

Think about making a donation so that the fun continues:

Go to and click on the Paypal button.

100% of the funds go to the Study Group!

Keep Calm and Keep Collecting!
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tédz Ghetto Stamps: A TALE OF HOPE...ANGUISH...DESPAIR

Dr. Sourav Sengupta

The Wehrmacht (German army) captured the city of todz, the
then second largest city of Poland on 8™ September 1939 and
opened the ghetto for segregating local Jews on 8" February
1940. The Nazis appointed Mordechai Chaim Rumkowski as
the head of £ddz ghetto Judenrat (the Jewish Council), in charge
of the ghetto administration. Hans Biebow was the chief of
German Nazi administration of Lodz ghetto, under whose
command the Nazis crammed around 164,000 Jews inside the
ghetto, converting it into a cheap slave labor camp. Biebow was
both a philatelist and numismatist and he developed some
elegantly designed scrip currency and coins for the usage inside
the ghetto.

An optimist, Rumkowski adopted the policy “rescue through
labor”, believing the productivity of the ghetto’s factories
would prevent the deportation of the ghetto’s inhabitants and
prevented its liquidation to please the philatelist in Biebow, he
planned to issue the ghetto’s own stamps for exclusive usage
inside it and organized a stamp design competition on January
1942. The result were 2 sets of stamps issued in March 1944 —
the only local stamps issued in any ghetto with the permission
of the Nazis.
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The first set of 2 stamps designed by J. Kowner was
engraved on carton paper without gum with two
valuations, 5 Pf (cinnabar) and 10 Pf (olive-green

& dark bluish-green) with portrait of Rumkowski

(a blunder perhaps!) on a backdrop of ghetto
factories with the star of David.

The second set of 3 stamps designed by Pinchas Szaar was
letter-pressed on vertical and horizontal striped paper with
three valuations, 5Pf (dark blue), 10Pf (dark green) and 20Pf
(dark brown), of which 5Pf and 20Pf were without gum. The
design contains a compass, a scissor, a wheel, the star of David
and the picture of Rumkowski, mirroring his fantasied salvation
from the ineluctable Nazi extermination of the Jews.
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But the hope of appealing the philatelist in Hans Biebow turned
into a failure, as on March 14™ 1944, he forbade further use
and printing of the stamps and confiscated the unsold supply.
Only 10 genuine postal usages are recorded until the now with
many forged cancellations.

The Nazis liquidated t6dz (renamed as Litzmannstadt by Nazis)
ghetto (what an innocuous term for a horrific end!) from the
10 June to August 1944. Rumkowski along with his family
were deported on the last transport to Auschwitz and were
murdered on 28" August 1944,

With him ended a failed attempt to peace and salvation with
the help of philately in those trying times of murder of
humanity.

References:

1. The Montreal Holocaust Museum.

2. Wikipedia: Hans Biebow

3. http://edwardvictor.com/Ghettos/lodz philatelic_main.ht
m

4. https://www.stampboards.com/viewtopic.php?t=74316
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FAN MATL TO THE N.A.D.S.P.

Last September, at BALPEX, we came upon a collection of
about 30 "Danzig Covers" being hawked by a dealer. No
question about his accuracy in describing their origins;
they wer covers and they had Danzig stamps attached.
They also contained some additional information that
makes covers infinitely more interesting than mere mint
adhesives, and we list a few of these points below:

(1) Almost all of the covers were addressed to "Reichs-
leitung (or Reichsgesh#iftsstelle) der Nationalsozial-
istische Deutschen Arbeiterpartei" in Miinchen, with the
exception of 2 which were sent to the "Reichszentrale
Landaufenthalt flir Stadtkinder E. V. ... Hauptamt flr
Volkswohlfahrt" in Berlin.

(2) Several of the covers contained return addresses on
the back, which is 0.K. if you're convinced that your
side will come out on top in any future conflict.

(3) Most envelopes probably contained dues, since the
addressee is often the treasurer of the party,
Reichsschatzmeister Franz Xaver Schwarz. Photo below
was taken at the First
Congress of “Arbeits-
front im preussischen
Landtag 1933. Left to
right are Schwarz, Ru-
dolph Hess, Dr. Robert
Ley. The treasurer was
formerly an accountant
from the Munich City
Hall and was considered
a tight financial man-
ager of the party's
accounts. Not like the
more visible publicity
seekers, little infor-
mationhas been written
about Schwarz.

(4) Of philatelic con- B
sequence are the slogan
cancels on these early
covers from Danzig. Below is a 21.5.31 cover with the cancel
extolling Danzig and the ‘Baltic Sea spas as choice locations
to visit. The 15 Pfg No. 214x reflects rate since 1.2.25.

e ——— o iz o

Ks Rejeerigh o7,
Ko LI C:—‘ & : :aer.‘
P und se ,?FF‘
Reichslei der I.T.A,

der N,S.D.A.P,

Miinchen 43

RedafPar an
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In pursuit of the 4th point listed above, we found the best
information on slogan cancels in "Freie Stadt Danzig 1920-
1939; Bewertung der Poststempel 1.Auflage 1977", co-edited
by Schiiler, Hasselhoff and Rittmeister. This 49-page book
is an excellent example of detailed research and is rich in
information. The published tables provide us with a check-
list of machine cancels with propaganda and advertising
slogans. Unfortunately, a .search of our collection turned
up no examples of Types la, 1b, 1lc, 2b or 5, thus requiring
a reconstruction from the descriptive text. Two additions
to the published 1list (one ours and one recently reported
in*Editor Schiiler's Danzig Arge) will be noted in the proper
locations in the text.

2 =
Tm cin
Type la Doftibedtonty, c wavy
. Ou fpaclt LINES
Jeif yud @t
=3 =
Type 1b Same, but with hours under the date line.
Type 1lc Without the 6 wavy lines and a heavier HEn
"1 /l.flpﬁi;—
2 SLocA O RIGHT
Type 2a \') ~ ‘Werdet I~ 2.5 X 39 mm Eox
/l . ‘Y._l')\
) Pk
k\iioﬁﬂ e 254
P g
, Werdet
/ . (‘((94'
Type 2b “ ll/ﬁdfunh@ﬁ@' S SMRLLER STRES ]
AR A RI6/ 7" STHE LOopwEL THAN LEET
& Top stroke of the 3(0) is straight.

Type 2c  Same, but top stroke of the 3(0) is round.

- ¥inder hungern,

i1 durch Spondea

Type 3a

Type 4 Same, but narrow & tall "5"; with stars.

Type
Type 6 Same, but shorter "5",with stars.

w

Slogan on left; same narrow & tall "5"; no stars.
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4'

X .
T e G'_)
Type 7 Bjthbe e h 35

S e ft
Oen gad e\’
L=7 ; 7

Uevdet Mitglicd |
Type 8 o i

Luftfdyutzbund

Type 8x Same, but with 2 horizoﬁtal lines, 39 mm long,
above and below slogan.

Type 9 Same double circle, but with 6-pointed star.
36 3 3 3 3 33 30 3 3 3 3 36 3 303 3 363636 36 90 3636 3636 336 3 I 3636 3 36 363 3 3 3630 3 263 36 369 I 3636 3 36 3 3636 6 I 3 3 3363 HH

LIST OF SLOGANS,. TYPES REPRESENTED AND USAGE DATES:

Als Reiseziel/erwdhl sich jeder/Danzig/und seine Ostseebider
1Dt iieeiinssresnsissssessssFrom 5.-11.8.29
2B ittt tntien e et eenanannaneeens 13.9.29-7.11.30
2Cteeneriranranaarennenaenseass. 11.3.-3.11.31
3a.(Smaller type in text)........ 14.3.-13.7.32

Wrosewms.ems s e wamsmamsins wsmawsms LB8:8:32-27.9:33
Bitiiii ittt iei it eaes 10.4.-10.5.37

» f-»é“»;zs

2A§,' NORDDEUTSCHER LLOYD, BREMEN -
o M. S. ,Hansestadt Danzig"

gf\\:fti =

AT IR TP
m. b. H., Bremen. . :
L
’77’?1;,7"‘%/“{
T o M
e 4

v

)

B e den A

2C - SO s Reserist N
According to 4 Lk COEpeel e
the chart, 2c D ¥nEay:
retains larger N Wl
type of 2a. » - undsg.g bpi-tee
This fits the die

2c date category
but has a small
type face and a
*5b cancel.

Wias 1ac Reichslei der I.T.A,

der N,S,D.A.P.

MUnchen 43

Brieffach 80
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Al Re ‘
sich der
z 4071/31 , TanEien e
K e - An 7&

Custom office
cover with
postage due; ;
note low star r  -&
& larger type .7
compared to it

) : den Gode Wind ¢ D@n S-ZOPpot
previous ex- )giv‘f; :

Iacht—Club BRI

ample. o
4 7 i 4
# x ’ a ~. -
4 SIS S I A i
i o o /o e
5 f - ) : 2,, o4 ’.
£y . ’;./ !"
5 . . :
e , . . ¢
éwmeﬂyﬂmn"’j 3 'u‘}';n.‘l. ST s
aii] ;> e I8
R e P ; el ooty g

T e R gy r
Danzig 5 £ T R ! |

4 " und seine Usisecuauen
without £ r
stars. ’ an. d1s
Smaller
Type face.
nationalsozialistische Teuische Arbeiterpariei
, Z. nd. d4o8 .errn heicnsschatzmeisters
i . \ « ) 1 .
i Schwaraz Ly

29.4.37 with the TAlS Recsem{

"invitation to v, : Ui‘°* Llﬂ&thy;% Hnezwah!§mhjed
Danzig" machine E““” . : ig. Rl
cancel as well as#’« Vs LHU Dem Loy H AN
purple handstamp:& i+ ' uw&'se né Os seehid

"Help harvest: )
struggle to keep 3
it from decaying"

Stabsamt des Reichsschatzmeisters der
NSDAP., Hauptbuchhaltung

e

e wrf{.;.g:‘:k
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Benutzt/die(Autobus)Kraftpost/Danzig-Marienbu

6]

rg(Westpr.)/x visumfrei x

1b

-------------------------------
................................

.................................

...............................

-------------------------------

................................

................................

28.5.-23.7.29
.10.29-23.2.33
1.-7.3.31
.1.-13.1.33
24.4.-10.5.39

26517 ¢7 + 25
.12.29-23.11.30
21.1.-20.11.31
8.10.32-31.3.33
1%.10.35-23.3.42

T I D T T U T S D From 26.5.39
Blo. s v aai wiaiw acn wcm e e ke e oo e g 31.3.-29.10.34
Plhes o vssvaso it g 1 0 4 G 5 8R0S 0§ 16 AEH O B0E I B 1.4.-28.7.35
Bt ettt e 29.7.35-2.9.39
s R i@ IR b B W ia i ede e 21.7.-13.8.39
Could tnis ve an ¥  BrEIMArken-Spezialnaus (Fuenxigre
unlisted Type 57?7 § DANZIG : . 28 ? s
Note the lack of | Zeughauspassage Telefon 27386 X Dklnxe‘)éal [ﬁ) /
stars and 21.5mm f# ‘ o . e BONES
diameter. 24.9.37[ . . T oo
An Hde :
P 4
- Sus ..
7 Naticawlsozialistische Deutsche Arbeiterparteiics
Reichsrevisiorsang '
J‘AIIQP =
wRi
S iR g
Dangig) Doegi »
-] e

uUuBWe,EM MY Buuea - Jskew

Defndieife;icl!

annlk_eifésielfl ( ‘

lchsleitung -- R

ialistische Deutsche Arbeiterpartei

eichsrevisionsamt
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N e, - ad et

4

nard Bury s
DANZIG
ischer Graben Nr. 71
Firma Gegr. 1907 &
Tslefon 287 21
iarken - GroBhandel | d
Fims  Hogs Beyer, . 3
Herm k
. N
\
‘ Prankfurt. a/Md. E
Griineburgieg 92. a
)
& Zteafle,  Duusm Webanoereil '
? Sradwert oder PojtivAeladnuner
} S N U T
PP ARANRN TR
Deutliche/und genaue Anschrift/bewahrt/vor VerzBgerungen
1D i & 7 ol S48 550 0081 e (9 6 05 B0 8 ) 4 ) 9OE 3 10 0 W0 8 € 6pntl. 8,29
Bl o cas 0 v 5451 vl 058 B 50 6 00 BT 350 6060 6 46 5 0L B 0 O R 26.11.-28.11.34
s wocer o 0] w551 107 = wvw muas wiser 01 @oome m 4w W ol @ 3f Cieensaas 20.1.-27.3.35
Bt teeee ettt e e 7.11.35-25.11.36
Fernsprecher/spart/Zeit und Geld
1 X YO T F E 3.6.-11.8.29
P w6 im v @ 000l 900 8 8 9 04 88 W8 8 e e w e e e 12.12.29-21.10.31
2B i n i s R R AR S WA WSS e e 21 =21 ,.10,31
e Y I I L I i 30.9.32-25.3.33
B et ittt ettt 12.-17.12.3
T e e S § S W8 15 6 R G ey ealiene e e e e 13.1.-16.3.35
T Y TYTYTTmMmm 21.10.-24.11.35
*Sb. ‘ .
cancel.
An «ia
|
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Gebt/flir die Winterhilfe/Opfert!

il

T his3chiagtamelstier

... ... A ee..16.12.33-29.1.34

D) § 6 Wi 51 3 0 6.0 e g 11 8 10 00 08 B 5 RS e 6 5.2.-23.3.34

Bueieri it aaaiiaeensnenees 31.1.34-6.1.35

ettt enaentennnansennenes vess428.1.-30.3.35
......... I T 0 T el (5
.................... vesmsmsmswa el 2.88=17. 3. 40 -

o T i st e NG S e e,
A

Sechrevareze,

e S 50 5 B 5B € w100 5 o 1w i I 13.6.-11.8. 29

I frar & i @e wE e e 8 0§ 0 8 21.9.29

2Bty gy 0 5w o @ 0180 980 6090 B B8 B8 B 4G NG %o mE e e 15.-20.12.30

2w 95 596 B 5 W § 6 W § B e w s e e s 1 2el.=6.1%, 31

L T L L L T T 15.2.-26.11.38

Dttt it ittt ettt st s ettt e s 5.9.39-31.5.40
Helft Feuer verhliten (in rectangle)

P83 v b i I E S5 5 8 e 0idl Bam oo o v eeal28.4.-4.5.30
Kauft/Winterhilfszeichen (with double 39.5mm thick & thin lines)

o ++425.10.36-10.1.37

8x (2 thin 39mm llnes) ........... 13.1.37-15.4.39

S O «..2.12.38-23.3.40

) [L

‘ Ru‘rt\ )(g
mmtcthtlfw
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Kinder hungern/Hilf durch Spenden
ZC 1t 5k Sm w8 B 6 o § B s 50 66 0 wid B e Bver e 23.-30.11.31
DB ruy- w5 i 06 s w5 Ty e e e A o 1.12.31-4.3.32
3a (hours under the date line)...10.2.32
(4:new type recently found & reported in May '80 Arge)

g

- Sm—— T LT d S

X

- n’}? durch
8- e

£ TS
Reichszeugmeisterei

N. S. D. A. P,

Hilf durch Spendent
*‘WI“-'v“‘v. .;-‘_}"4“‘

ERIUTEYY

’
D HH)] TG
01) N AROI0Y,) o
AS|LASAL) SRR SN
. N

g
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Nimm ein/Postscheckkonto/du sparst/Zeit_und Geld
Tiy: wire e e s o (o $om 6050 Bl B 91 6 30 6 0 00 .00 00 oo olke-18.5.29
= DD wiee 9 6wt 6 gm1 9w wooms wews wse o o 105 0 105 aos it wkt ol 0121 :e5:¢-22:7:29
Pl ni pmis o ® 50 0% 608 596 5 £ 18 8 10 6 31 Wi g5 o g . .023.12.29-15.2.30
2b.sswens & S B W e 8.-9.12.30
2B w w08 6 oo s s vl ek 0 0 8 BT 8 B R S W O 5.1.-31.10.31
Lhis s s oo o ves woes wie iy vt e wi s e h e o e e e B B Lol 7.11.31-21.4.33
O's s o ww s ey ,19.11.-20.12.34
Tw s ene 0 B S 6065 % 6 8 5 506 578 B e 18.1.-22.3.35

¥ q‘v‘;—-. -“V“':_‘.:_’-:‘ ‘ . : }0

. : imm cin Fo0 ’ 3
stionsl oziulistisd - 4222,_4742 Poftibed For el Y
A - oo fpavit 4% g (SIS

Arreditarnurtd . octt und GelY : é_.z’/

if //%j;42f2;f . :
C ol R
ol B iy, Haopg. Bl

»"‘:’ L

%m%' wes

&t"" . Annry
Schafft/Hausbriefkisten an sie/beschleunigen/die Briefzustellung

FBe v eeoteeae ittt at et 5.3.-9.4.32 ]

B o s o5 0 680 o 5 50 B B0 G 0 A8 9 e 16.9.32-12.12.33

Bla s 5 wre mEws B 9N EE 3 W B S § 0 R O e 15.10.-11.11.36
Vergiss nicht Strasse/und Hausnummer/anzugeben

5 A Y T I T T L. 6.-24.7.29

s, v e e e G A B S 8 vsws21:8:29
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Werdet Mitglied/im Luftschutzbund
3

Werdet/Rundfunkteilnehmer

2.12.34-11,1.35,6-7
11.1.35,11-12, -13.3.35

oo N
oo

4

i1 Cancel at left
4 dated 17.1.33;
- | *5b office.

135 Nationalsezialistische Beutschq Arbeiterpartei

B3

S f 5 :
"7 Kassenverwaltung R

by o
. ; N& ij 4
;.aﬁﬂﬂ t@g

ik

fé£4##vw A
IFF R Fisloner W,
:
\) ) % ¥
\ \g\w g\ /LZ //‘Mﬂ/dfxz/ %ﬂf%
pi 2y
1 Y
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Wo gibt es eine andere Stadt/die Seebaa/dicht bei Seebad hat

............................... 27.4,~22.9,93
e e %5 % 5 DB~ eI

VN T A
2

o

23

- Drucksache! 3

. P \{\() RS G, FIS
- ; x4 ; ~ dieSeebad  [®}{F
o s o ‘ dicht bei Seebad hiat L5

lr.
Otto K ort e

%06 Last 84 street

2+ Guido~Eyron &Co. ey fork / UsA : -
- Export- Handelsgesellschaft - X
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CHANNEL ISLANDS SPECIALISTS’ SOCIETY

Founded 1950

Date: January 12, 2022

Press Contact: Steve Wells Press & Advertising Officer

Auction NS16

The Channel Islands Specialists’ Society has made available the results of its Autumn auction, NS 16, which
closed on October 22, 2021.

Auctioneer Nick Stuart commented: “This 730-lot general auction included German Military Occupation
items (Postal History, Bisects, Stamps, Red Cross Messages, Feldpost, Internee and P.o.W. Mail). Reserves
were from £3 to £300. There were over 100 bidders generating the highest level of sales to date of
£19,918. The bidding for many lots was very strong, such was the rarity of some of the material on offer,
and over 80% of the lots were sold”.

“As usual Occupation material attracted many bids with virtually all lots being sold and prices realised
close to the reserves. A sheet of Guernsey %d Olive Green Arms stamps sold for £400 and a sheet of the
1d Arms stamps on blue bank note paper sold for £350 (NS16256 & NS16260). Instructional markings on
Occupation covers are uncommon so an underpaid envelope with a 3d / 324 handstamp which had a
reserve of £25 sold for £60 (NS16281) A drawing of Room 66 of the Women’s barracks at Biberach, which
had a reserve of £40 went for £100 (NS16340)”".

“Some unusual Feldpost items were on offer: a coloured postcard of a Luftwaffe flying boat sent from
Jersey to Sagau in Germany with several military cachets and a 1940 Jersey date stamp with a reserve of
£80 sold for £140 (NS16342)”.
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“There were some very rare items in the Red Cross section of the auction especially those into the islands
from unusual places. A green form from Ireland to Guernsey dated 30" April 1945, which was held in
London until the Liberation in May, sold for £475 (NS16378). Another Red Cross form from Kenya to
Guernsey with a rare Kenyan censor stamp went for £400 (NS16379). The only recorded Red Cross form
from Jersey to Argentina with a scarce Argentinian cachet was sent in June 1942 and the reply was dated
April 1944! It sold for £180 (NS16381)”.

Further information about the C.I.S.S. may be obtained from the website: https://www.ciss.uk/

The Study of Stamps, Postal History and Postcards of the Channel Islands

PRESS RELEASE
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The sheet of Guernsey %d Olive Green Arms stamps
that sold for £400
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The sheet of the 1d Arms stamps on blue bank note

paper sold for £350
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The underpaid envelope with a 3d / 324 handstamp which had a reserve of £25
sold for £60
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Sept 181k - BIBERACH - 1945

- e e L

Room 66 I ar- 10

A drawing of Room 66 of the Women’s barracks at Biberach, which had a reserve of £40
went for £100

Third Reich Study Group Bulletin Vol. LVII #223 42 |Page




The green form from Ireland to Guernsey dated 30th April 1945, which was held in
London until the Liberation in May, sold for £475

Third Reich Study Group Bulletin Vol. LVII #223 43 |Page



Another Red Cross form from Kenya to Guernsey with a rare
Kenyan censor stamp that went for £400
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The only recorded Red Cross form from Jersey to Argentina with a scarce
Argentinian cachet sent in June 1942 with the reply dated April 1944, sold for £180
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Stamps of the Third Reich
Christopher Kolker

This issue’s featured stamp is the air defense stamp, commemorating the Air
Defense League of 1937.

Scott 481-3/Michel 643-5

The Amtsblatt:

No0.40/1937. New Postage Stamps

The Reich printing Works will produce a limited quantity of 3, 6, and 12 pfennig
steel-engraved stamps for the German Reichspost, based on an advertising poster
designed by Prof. Ludwig Hohlwein (Munich), and will commemorate the fourth
anniversary of the Reich Association for Air Raid Protection (figures 151 — 153).
The stamps will be 23 X 27.32mm in size, and have similar colors to current
definitive stamps with the same face values. The illustrations below show the
stamps magnified approximately 25% above normal size.
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o e ok j‘;a- ' Sale of the stamps, which can also be
used for correspondence to foreign
countries, will commence at all post
offices on the 3 March 1937.
Reichspost directories have received
special instructions regarding
distribution of the stamps.

The History Behind the Stamp:
Herman Goring organized the
German Air Defense League, the
Reichsluftshutzbund, or RLB, in 1933.
At the grassroots level, The RLB was
4 2 volunteer organization, serving as
an air raid precaution organization.
When it was organized, any existing
air raid precaution organizations
were merged into this group. It
b e became a Kérperschaft des
Two RLB kids, with their official helmets dffentlichen Rechts in 1939’s which
means it was a semiautonomous
organization not directly under government control. That further changed in 1944
when the RLB merged with the Nazi party.

Its members were trained in four major tasks:

1. Preparation of homes and apartments against air raids
2. Firefighting after air raids

3. Protection against chemical exposures resulting from air
raids.

The Flag of the RLB

4. Communications in the event of an air raid
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Geography dictated the organization of the RLB at the ground level. Each police
precinct would have one essential group called the RLB-Revier. In. In small towns,
it would be expected that each town would have one group, called the RLB-
Gemeinde-Gruppe.

Each RLB-Revier comprised made up of subgroups called the Untergruppen,
usually comprised of a city block. Its warden was called the Blockwarte.

On each block, further delineations of responsibilities existed. These were the
Luftschutzwarte, or air raid wardens, who might be responsible for a particular air
raid community called the Luftschutzgemeinschafte. An example of this might be
that even on one city block there are two or three apartment communities.
Therefore, each apartment would have their own air raid warden because each
apartment building would be its own particular air raid community.

Going up the organizational ladder, a group of RLB-Reviers would be called the
RLB-Ortsgruppe. This would be the case where several police precincts existed in
a medium-size town. Grouping several of these Orstgruppes together was called
the RLB-Ortskreisgruppe, one for each German state.

When all of these were put together, at the national level, there was a Présidium,
or President, who had a Chief of Staff that supervised a general staff overseeing
the entire organization. The President was subordinate to the Ministry of Aviation
of the Nazi government.

The RLB-Prasident: (from Wikipedia)

Generalleutnant 29 April

1 Hugo Grimme [de] 1933 30 April 1936 | 3 years, 1 day
(1872-1943)
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https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hugo_Grimme&action=edit&redlink=1
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hugo_Grimme
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:No_image.png

Generalleutnant

30 April 3 years,
2 Karl von Rogues 193%' 30 May 1939 3gda .
(1880-1949) 3
General der Flakartillerie
30 Ma 2 years,
3 Ludwig von Schroder 1939y 3 June 1941 4yda .
(1884-1941) y
General-
) Hauptluftschutzfther 12 June 1 August 1 year,
klermann Sautier 1941 1942 50 days
Acting
(as Chief of Staff)
General der Flakartillerie
4 Friedrich 1 August 31 January 2 years,
Hirschhauer [de] 1942 1945 183 days

(1883-1979)

One of the RLB’s most notable attributes was their prominently displayed
uniforms. Taken directly from Wikipedia, this table shows the organizational
construct of the RLB:
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Karl_von_Roques
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ludwig_von_Schr%C3%B6der_(Luftwaffe)
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Friedrich_Hirschhauer&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Friedrich_Hirschhauer&action=edit&redlink=1
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Friedrich_Hirschhauer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Karl_von_Roques_at_the_Nuremberg_Trials.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:General_der_Flakartillerie_Ludwig_von_Schr%C3%B6der.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:No_image.png
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:No_image.png

Table of ranks:

Shoulde
el Luftwaffe
insigni . .. RLB Rank Translation )
i insignia equivalent
a 1
| T Reichsluftschutzbund Reichsluftshutz General der
O | -Prasident bund President Flieger
: e General- G_eneral he_zad Generalleut
v 508 P8 . air protection
Hauptluftschutzflhrer | nant
eader
. General air .
. TR Generalluftschutzfuhr orotection Generalmaj
e leader -
. Chief air
n AR Oberstluftsrchutzfuhre St Oberst
leader
-.——— Qberststabsluftschut Chief sta_ff ar Oberstleutn
Qo558 58 0 protection
zfuhrer leader ant
Staff air
' (J. ... Stabsluftschutzfuhrer protection Major
leader
Head air
u Hauptluftschutzflhrer protection Hauptmann
leader
Sl €l Oberleutnan
' Oberluftschutzfihrer protection t
leader -
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ranks_and_insignia_of_the_Reichsluftschutzbund#cite_note-Steiner-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ranks_and_insignia_of_the_Reichsluftschutzbund#cite_note-Steiner-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ranks_and_insignia_of_the_Reichsluftschutzbund#cite_note-RBL-2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/General_der_Flieger
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/General_der_Flieger
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Generalleutnant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Generalleutnant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Generalmajor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Generalmajor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oberst
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oberstleutnant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oberstleutnant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Major
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hauptmann
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oberleutnant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oberleutnant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:RLB-Pr%C3%A4sident.svg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:RLB-Pr%C3%A4sident-shoulder.svg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:RLB-General-Hauptluftschutzf%C3%BChrer.svg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:RLB-General-Hauptluftschutzf%C3%BChrer-shoulder.svg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:RLB-Generalluftschutzf%C3%BChrer.svg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:RLB-Generalluftschutzf%C3%BChrer-shoulder.svg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:RLB-Oberstluftschutzf%C3%BChrer.svg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:RLB-Oberstluftschutzf%C3%BChrer-shoulder.svg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:RLB-Oberststabsluftschutzf%C3%BChrer.svg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:RLB-Oberststabsluftschutzf%C3%BChrer-shoulder.svg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:RLB-Stabsluftschutzf%C3%BChrer.svg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:RLB-Stabsluftschutzf%C3%BChrer-shoulder.svg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:RLB-Hauptluftschutzf%C3%BChrer.svg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:RLB-Oberluftschutzf%C3%BChrer.svg

L
1
L
L
1
1

Air protection

Luftschutzflhrer Leutnant
leader
Luftschutzobertrupp S(_enlor TTEEIED
: air protection Feldwebel
meister
trooper
: Master air
Luftschutzetrruppme|st protection Unteroffizier
trooper
Luftschutzobertruppw Sl ar Hauptgefreit
protection
art er
trooper warden =
Luftschutztruppwart Air protection Obergefreite
trooper warden r
Luftschutzobertru Sy el
PP protection Gefreiter
mann
trooper
Air protection :
Luftschutztruppmann Flieger

trooper

Not surprisingly, this organization came to an abrupt in at the end of the war.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leutnant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Feldwebel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Unteroffizier
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hauptgefreiter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hauptgefreiter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Obergefreiter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Obergefreiter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gefreiter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flieger
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:RLB-Luftschutzf%C3%BChrer.svg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:RBL-Luftschutzobertruppmeister.svg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:RBL-Luftschutztruppmeister.svg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:RBL-Luftschutzobertruppwart.svg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:RBL-Luftschutztruppwart.svg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:RBL-Luftschutzobertruppmann.svg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:RBL-Luftschutztruppmann.svg

A good cover of the Air Defense League stamps
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AuctionWatch

The Ukraine. Inflation. Supply-chain shortages. It seems we have no shortage of
problems. Does that mean that auction prices for our most coveted stamps have
risen? We will let you decide; take a look at our latest version of AuctionWatch.

Note 1 Euro= $1.11 US dollar as of 3-19-22

Gert Muller Auctions:
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1 Fr. Black opal green with scarce overprint error "1 from 1943 shortened"
from lower margin, in perfect condition mint never hinged, without signs.
Michel 350,- €.

Start Bid €100

SOLD for €100.00
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1

Occupied Flemish Legion Stamp 1941 -
Airplane overprints 1943, all fours’ values
fresh colors and in perfect condition mint
never hinged, without any signatures.
Michel 450,- €. Start Bid €150 -
UNSOLD
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Flemish Legion -
Pictures of emperors
1943, all six values
in miniature sheet,
perforated, in perfect
condition mint never
hinged, rare!

Start Bid €400 SOLD for €400.00

1
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German Occupation of Bohemia and Moravia - Theresienstadt admission
stamp 1943, large margins all around unperforated, in perfect condition mint
never hinged a scarce variety in excellent quality. Photo expertized "perfectly
guality" Pfeiffer BPP.

Start Bid €500 SOLD for €570.00
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German Occupation of Estonia:

3 Kop. Dark greenish blue, cut, vertical pair with
hand stamp "EESTI post”, which by of the upper
stamp inverted affixed was, fresh colours and in
perfect condition mint never hinged without any
signatures. A very rare combination pair, from the
especially in mint never hinged condition only a few
copies became known are. By Michel clearly
undervalued. Photo expertized "genuine and
immaculate" Lébbering BPP.

Official stamps 1940,
unperforated proof in black
lilac without impression of
the value, block of four, in
perfect condition mint never
hinged very rare!

Opening EUR 300.00
Sold...EUR 300.00
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German Occupied

Dunkirk- 1 Fr. Exhibition
with overprint in type II,
fresh colours and in perfect
condition unused, issued
only 80-100 pieces. Photo
expertized "the condition is
perfect" autumn. Michel
1500,- €. Start Bid €500

UNSOLD

German-occupied Fortress
Lorient-

1, 50 Fr. Marshal Petain
with overprint "fortress
LORIENT", fresh colors and
in perfect condition mint
never hinged issued only
1800 pieces and by Michel
undervalued. Expertized
Pickenpack BPP, Calves,
photo expertize autumn VP.

Start Bid €400 UNSOLD
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From Auktion Christop Gartner:

3 Pf to 8 Pf British complete forgery of the Hitler head edition Mi-Nr. 782/83,
785/86 vom Oberrand (postfrisch) im Buchdruck SOLD for €250.00
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1943, British propaganda forgery of the special stamp edition of Italy, Michel
No. 625, 25 C in the pattern "ltalian-German Brotherhood in Arms" modeled
after with changes in the brand image, different perforation and on paper
without watermark. The piece from the left edge of the arch is an original and
has original rubber coating, the quality is impeccable. The brand has the
paper inclusions typical of this edition and a light rubber-matt spot. These are
manufactured and do not represent a defect, Fotoattest Pieles BPP
(Mi€2.500,-) SOLD for €800.00
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Exposition a Bruxelles des Ateliers des Faux
“ DEFENSE DE LA FRANCE -~

EN BELGIQUE

Nous n'avons pas eu d'atelier des faux, et nous saluons,
tandid: |

avec ad cette u maquis de Pour lutter contre les mesures allemandes tendant &
France, frére du ndtre. Mals dans toutes les villes, dans toutes || ¢,oorimer arbitrairement le droit de vivre & des milliers

les communes de notre pays, il y eut d’héroiques faussaires : d'individus, la Résistance frangaise se forgea un certain nom-

EN FRANCE

policiers, fonctionnaires, bourgmestres, échevins, quiinondé- || pre d'armes. Une de celles-ci, et non la moindre fut la con-
rent le pays de fausses cartes d'Identité et les répartirent avec fection de faux dossiers d'identité permettant de manger, de
autant d'intelligence que de courage. se déplacer, d'habiter et de travailler en France. L'Atelier

La Belgique, en outre, s'enorguelllit d'avoir possédé la || des Faux * Défense de la France ~ en fabriqua & lui seul
presse clandestine la plus puissante d'Europe : plus de deux prés de un million!
cents journaux Illégaux, réguliérement distribués, diffusant
des mots d’ordre précis, répondant, du tac au tac, aux innom-
brables mensonges de la presse nazifiée.

Pour faire des économles, car nous fournissions gratuite-
ment tous les organismes anti-allemands, nous eames I'idée
- pour affranchir nos plis, d'Imiter le timbre a I'effigie de Pétain
Le maquis de Belgique salue aujourd'hul le maquis de || o avait cours a cette époque. C'est ce timbre gravé, Impri-
France, les faussaires de ﬁelglque tendent la main aux faus- mé et perforé par nos soins que nous vendons aujourd'hul au
saires de France. Puisse I'intéressante exposition de I'Atelier profit de nos camarades qul ont payé de leur situation, santé,
des Faux mettre en pleine lumiére un aspect trop ignoré de vie, cette réussite philatélique anti-allemande.
la Résistance frangalse.

12 -24 Novembre 1945

1944, Memorial sheet with 1.50 Fr. Petain and Belgium Mi Nr. 712/18, two
pieces with Petain in different shades, each usual light edge crease. Two

short findings Pieles BPP each "flawless" (These are sold as known forgeries)
SOLD for €60.00
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1940/1944, so-called
"Rommel - Gedenkblatt" of
the Luftgaupostamt
Frankfurt/Main in favor of
the WHW, which documents
the stations of the advance
(France, capture of Tobruk,
El Alamein) and the retreat
to the bridgehead Africa by
appropriate stamps and
stamps as well as with the
facsimile signature of
General Field Marshal
Rommel

SOLD for €140.00
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12 + 28 Pfg stamp "Outline
of the Gorochow Regional
Commissariat", toothed,
impeccably stamped with
official seal tee "The Area
Commissioner in
Gorochow", edition only 192
pieces, prr. Keiler and
fotoattest Zirath: "real and
flawless. The perforation is
typical for this edition.",
Wed. 8.000.- - Rarity of the
editions German
Occupation 1l World War!
Start Bid €2500

SOLD for €2,600.00

5 cents to 30 lire free stamp issue
similar to the landscape series
Laibach Mi.-Nr. 45/60, impeccably
post-fresh. According to Michel,
this should be a "fantasy edition”,
which we cannot really believe
due to the excellent artistic and
technically complex execution
(gravure printing!)!

5 cent to 30 liras postage stamps
Issue similar the Landscape
series Ljubljana Michel-no. 45/
60, in perfect condition mint never
hinged. According to Michel
should the a \"fantasy edition\" be,
what we due to the outstanding
artistic and technical elaborate
execution (engraved printing!) not
So correct believe can!

Start Bid €150
Sold for/SOLD for €170.00
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{ Wladimir-Wolynsk
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SN BoOR200000

12+18 Pfg Vladimir-Volynsk, white matte art paper, main type "thick first e in
the word German", plate defect | "small s in German" (field 13), with left lower
corner of the sheet, impeccably post-fresh, gepr. Pickenpack and photo
certificate Zirath BPP: "real and flawless", Wed. 450.-+ Start Bid €100

SOLD for €220.00

1/2 d to 3 d King George VI,
propaganda falsifications
completely impeccable
unused without rubber, as
spent, Wed. 500.-
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Souvenir sheets issue \"German Red Cross\" without factory watermark with
additional red cross over the brown cross in sheet margin, in perfect condition
mint never hinged, issued only 100 examples - the predominant portion
watermarked \"LIGAT\", expertized Dr. Rommerskirchen BPP and expertise
Brunel VP (2021): \"the condition is perfect. \", Michel 13.000.- (Bl.2Zl) Start

Bid €3500- NO BID
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OCCUPIED UKRAINE-10 Gir.
Provisional stamp grey, in
perfect condition unused
without gum as issued,
scarce issue! Expertized
Zirath BPP

Start Bid €150
SOLD for €190.00

Vlasov Army 0.50 - 10 Rbl,
4 values complete,
iImpeccably post-fresh,
unsigned, rated in the
Michel Feldpost catalogue
for years only with "-.-",
photo finding Brunel VP:
"The stamps that have no
longer been issued are
genuine and have post-
fresh original rubber
coating. The preservation is
impeccable."

Start Bid €120

SOLD for €160.00
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Tribia
We got a good one this month: Challenging, but not impossible; tough,

but fair. Enjoy, as it covers many of the primary foreign policy events of
the history of this terrible era.

Let’s begin:

1. Who was one of Adolf Hitler's main influences in the 1920s?

“ Friedrich Ebert

“ Paul von Hindenburg
“ Alfred Rosenberg

“  Matthias Herzberger

2. Which two people did Hitler dictate his infamous “"Mein Kampf"
book to in Landsberg prison in 1924?

“  Rudolf Hess and Heinrich Himmler
Adolf Eichmann and Martin Bormann
“ Rudolf Hess and Josef Goebbels

“  Rudolf Hess and Emil Maurice

3. When did Hitler first meet his close ally, Benito Mussolini?

© 1927
© 1933
© 1929
© 1934
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4. And where did the first meeting between Hitler and Mussolini
take place?
Hint

~

o~

~

~

Venice
Munich
Berlin
Rome

5. What bold move did Hitler make in October 1933 shortly after
taking power.

~
o~
~

~

6

Authorized the Reichstag fire

Withdrew Germany from the international disarmament conference
Authorized the purge of the SA

Took the first steps against Jews in Germany

. What event soured the relationship between Mussolini and Hitler

in 1934, leading to increased hostility until 1935?

The Italian invasion of Abyssinia

Eric Phipps visiting Hitler

ltalian support for the fascists in Spain
Failed Austrian Putsch

7. What did Hitler describe as the “happiest moment of my life”?

The remilitarization of the Rhineland of March 7th 1936
The start of the war on September 1st 1939

The Anschluss with Austria of March 12th 1938

The Anglo-German Naval Agreement of June 18th 1935
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8. Who was Hitler's foreign minister until 1936?

Konstantin von Neurath
Arthur Seyss-Inquart
Joachim von Ribbentrop
Herbert von Dirksen

i T T B

9. Did Hitler send Ribbentrop to London with the words "Bring me
the British alliance, it is what | want most of all"?

“ Yes
“ No

10. What of these events made Hitler feel politically defeated?

© D-Day

“  The failed Austrian putsch of July 25th 1934

“  The Munich Conference of September 29th 1938
© Military defeat at Stalingrad

11. Who said this “No peace, this time we want war"?

“  Goebbels

“ Ribbentrop
© Hitler

©  Goering

12. What event was Hitler referring to when he wrote to Mussolini
"“In a fateful hour | am turning to Your Excellency to inform you of a
decision which appears necessary under the circumstances and has
already become irrevocable"?

“  The German declaration of war on USA, December 11th 1941
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~

~

~

The German invasion of Poland, September 1st 1939
The Anschluss, March 11th 1938
The German entry into Prague, March 15th 1939

13. Where did President Roosevelt make his famous “Quarantine
speech” that for the first time openly deplored Nazi aggression?

~

o~

~

~

Washington
Pittsburgh
New York
Chicago

14. When was the Anti-Comintern Pact signed?

May 9th 1938
January 12th 1937
November 25th 1936
August 26th 1937

15. What was Operation Sealion the codename for?

Invasion of USA

Invasion of Russia
Invasion of Britain
Invasion of France
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Ansoers

1. Who was one of Adolf Hitler's main influences in the 1920s?

The correct answer: Alfred Rosenberg

Alfred Rosenberg was intellectually influential member of the Nazi party,
particularly in its foreign policy. He is considered one of the main
portrayers of key aspects of Nazi ideology, including its racial theory, the
persecution of the Jews, 'Lebensraum’, abrogation of the Treaty of
Versailles, and opposition to "degenerate" modern art.

Ebert was the first chancellor of the German republic after World War |,
and while a conservative, tried to cooperate with the Western powers.

Von Hindenburg led the German Imperial Army during World War | and
was President of Germany from 1925-34. Conservative and pragmatic,
he was no Nazi.

Matthias Herzberger was German Finance Minister from 1919-20 and a
member of the Catholic Centre Party. He was assassinated by right-
wing groups for being too compliant with the western powers.

2. Which two people did Hitler dictate his infamous "Mein Kampf" book
to in Landsberg prison in 19247

The correct answer: Rudolf Hess and Emil Maurice
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During his time in prison, Hitler underwent something of an epiphany
with regard to his use of violence: from now on everything was to be
ostensibly legal. Having chosen this new move, Hitler felt that he needed
to make sure that the public knew what he stood for, so began to dictate
a book to Hess and Maurice.

Rudolf Hess became Deputy Fuhrer to Hitler in 1933. He held that
position until 1941, when he flew solo to Scotland in an attempt to
negotiate peace with the United Kingdom. He hanged himself in 1987
while serving a life sentence for crime against humanities.

Emil Maurice, despite being of mixed German and Jewish ancestry,
served as Hitler’s personal chauffeur. He ultimately had to serve four
years in a labor camp after the war due to his role in the Nazi party. He
died quietly in Germany in 1972.

3. When did Hitler first meet his close ally, Benito Mussolini?

The correct answer was 1934

Hitler met Mussolini with great ceremony, all of which was quickly
and suddenly arranged. The German people were not aware of the
meeting until Hitler was on his way to Venice, and most Italians
thought that Crown Prince Umberto was coming instead, as
Mussolini had not been to Venice in eleven years.

The meeting was not a complete success. No agreements were
reached, as Hitler often went into very long and boring monologues
about his theories. Furthermore, Moussolini’s interpreter had a
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hard time understanding Hitler’s thick Austrian accent. However,
Hitler left with an awe of Il Duce.

4. And where did the first meeting between Hitler and Mussolini take
place?

The correct answer: Venice

Venice was the venue for the first meeting. They met eleven more
times, the last being in early 1944.

5. What bold move did Hitler make in October 1933 shortly after taking
power.

The correct answer: Withdrew Germany from the international disarmament
conference

Hitler took the step of leaving the conference in a snub to the
League of Nations powers. He had publicly stated that the Germans
and French should have equal armaments. By leaving, this allowed
him to begin his massive rearmament.

6. What event soured the relationship between Mussolini and Hitler in
1934, leading to increased hostility until 19357?
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The correct answer: Failed Austrian Putsch

Mussolini felt betrayed by Hitler, as Il Duce worried about the
German advance to Italy's borders.

Just a few months after the Austrian Civil War, Austrian Nazis and
German SS soldiers attacked the Chancellery in Vienna in an
attempt to depose the ruling Fatherland Front government

under Engelbert Dollfuss in favor of replacing it with a pro-Nazi
government under Anton Rintelen of the Christian Social Party. The
Nazi putsch ultimately failed as the majority of the Austrian
population and army remained loyal to the government. The Nazis
managed to kill Dollfuss, but Kurt Schuschnigg succeeded him and
the Austrofascist regime remained in power.

A German invasion of Austria in support of the putsch was averted
because of the guarantee of independence and diplomatic support
that Austria received from lItaly.

7. What did Hitler describe as the 'happiest moment of my life'?

The correct answer: The Anglo-German Naval Agreement of June 18th 1935

The agreement set German maritime tonnage to be at 35% of
English tonnage. The English believed this would keep German’s
navy from being a threat. Hitler aimed for an alliance with Britain
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and felt this agreement to be the key for better relations to begin
the process to defeat Russia. Both were mistaken.

8. Who was Hitler's foreign minister until 19387

The correct answer: Konstantin von Neurath

Von Neurath was an old-school German (not a Nazi), and he was
kept in place to create a peaceful German image. But once Hitler had
consolidated his position, Hitler replaced von Neurath in 1938 with a
more compliant Joachim von Ribbentrop, who served from 1938 to
1945. Von Neurath became Reich Protector of Bohemia and Moravia
after his service as Foreign Minister, having only minimal powers.

That did not stop him from being tried as a war criminal after the
war and serving 9 years in prison.

Arthur Seyss-Inquart served in various foreign positions in Europe
during the war and was executed after the war for the slaughter of
Jew.

Herbert von Dirksen was German ambassador to Britain before the

war.

9. Did Hitler send Ribbentrop to London with the words "Bring me the
British alliance, it is what | want most of all"?

The correct answer: Yes
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Again, Hitler felt a British alliance was key to defeating his most
hated enemy Russia.

10. What of these events made Hitler feel politically defeated?

The correct answer: The Munich Conference of September 29th 1938

The Munich conference, which ceded the Czechoslovakia’s
Sudetenland to the Germans, allowed British Prime Minister Neville
Chamberlain to bask in the glory of international approval and to
temporarily stop war in Europe. Hitler had wanted to use the
Sudetenland as the reason to start his military offensive. With this
conference, that had been thwarted.

Hitler felt he had ceded too much at Munich and that if he had
gone on the offensive, the allies would have been crushed. Hitler
himself felt blameless for the other failures.

11. Who said this 'No peace, this time we want war'?

The correct answer: Ribbentrop

Ribbentrop was very much in the mold of his Flhrer.
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12. What event was Hitler referring to when he wrote to Mussolini "In a
fateful hour | am turning to Your Excellency to inform you of a decision
which appears necessary under the circumstances and has already
become irrevocable"?

The correct answer: The Anschluss, March 11th 1938

The Anschluss was the German peaceful but coerced annexation of
Austria, just four years after an attempted coup by the Germans to
take Austria forcefully. Hitler informed Mussolini of the Anschluss
after it had taken place. This angered Mussolini and further
highlighted the fractured nature of the alliance.

13. Where did President Roosevelt make his famous 'Quarantine speech'
that for the first time openly deplored Nazi aggression?

The correct answer was Chicago

The Quarantine Speech was given by U.S. President Roosevelt on
October 5, 1937, in Chicago (on the occasion of the dedication of
the Outer Drive Bridge between north and south outer Lake Shore
Drive), calling for an international "quarantine" against the
"epidemic of world lawlessness" by aggressive nations as an
alternative to the political climate of American neutrality and non-
intervention that was prevalent at the time. The speech intensified
America's isolationist mood, causing protest by non-interventionists
and foes to intervene. No countries were directly mentioned in the
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speech, although it was interpreted as referring to the Empire of
Japan, the Kingdom of Italy, and Nazi Germany Roosevelt suggested
the use of economic pressure, a forceful response, but less direct
than outright aggression.

14. When was the Anti-Comintern Pact signed?

The correct answer: November 25th 1936

The Anti-Comintern pact was an agreement signed between
Germany and Japan to provide mutual support to stop the
progression of the Communist International. It was signed by
German ambassador-at-large Ribbentrop and Japanese ambassador
to Germany Kintomo Mushanokoji. The agreement was later
expanded first to Spain and then to Italy, and during the war,
renewed with central European allies such as Bulgaria, Hungary,
and Romania. It later was used an ad hoc agreement to identify the
United States as the most dangerous of all enemies, and was
considered during the ear

15. What was Operation Sealion the codename for?

The correct answer: Invasion of Britain

Operation Sealion was the code name for the proposed invasion of
Britain in 1940, after the Germans successfully concluded the Battle of
France. Bothe the German High Command and Hitler himself had
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reservations that the battle could be successful, and both knew they
had to have complete air and sea superiority to make the operation
successful.

While Britain reeled initially due to the loss of France, they were able to
evacuate a number of troops at Dunkirk, and thus Britain retained a
fighting force. And while the Germans initially enjoyed air superiority,
the Luftwaffe began taking on more losses as time went by, making the
plan an impossibility.

Operation Sealion was postponed in autumn 1940. The policy was never
reactivated.

Keep Calm and
Keep Collecting

German Stamps!
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Ifor Sale

We do have a few items for sale. They have recently been rebounded and
redone. They look great and are definitely worth the price:

Mail Surveillance under the Third Reich by R.J. Houston. 35 pages. S15.

German Feldpost Operations in the West 1940-1944 by John Painter. 2004. 60
total pages. $20.

The War of the Springing Tiger by Jeffrey Markem, about Azad Hind stamps and
the fight for India’s Independence. $10.

Composition Listing of Organic German Military Units, 1980. S15.

Each of these are expertly written, filled with details that obviously took scores of
hours to research. All proceeds go only to Third Reich Study Group. It is first
come /first come serve, and if we get down to one copy, | will get more printed
(but that could delay shipping by a week or so if it happens).

E-mail me at ctkolker@mail.com or write to: Christopher Kolker, 25 Parkwoods
Drive, Norwich, CT 06360, for orders or questions.
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