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THIRD REICH STUDY GROUP BULLETIN 

October 2023, Volume LVIII, Number #4 (#229) 

 

  One of our best issues ever: 

Guernsey Occupation Stamps:  

Read and learn about how these 

Channel Island stamps came to be 

made and the secret the printers 

put on the stamps, fooling the Nazis 

for the totality of the occupation. 

The Return of Eupen, Malmedy, and 

Moresnet to Germany:  Discover 

the long historical roads these 

territories took and how at least one 

of them became a gambling mecca 

as a result. 

New!  Is it Real or is it Fake? Test 

your skills and knowledge of picking 

out the fake.  It’s either real or its 

not, and we will give you the answer 

and why. 

AuctionWatch:  So much great stuff, 

and so little time.  The best of the 

best showcased here. 

Plus, Danzig, Trivia, and yes, an 

earnest request from me. 

 

 

 

Help! My goal is to keep 

this website and journal 

free and easy to 

everyone. Still, I could 

use a few dollars to cover 

expenses. Help us out by 

donating on PayPal at our 

website, or by sending a 

check made out to Chris 

Kolker to 25 Parkwoods 

Drive, Norwich, CT 06360. 

Thank you for your 

continued support. You 

are what makes our study 

group great! 

Calling for any and all 

articles, long or short, 

introductory material or 

the work of an expert. 

We need them all! Simply 

email me your articles, 

scan, or idea to 

kolkermd@att.net. Keep 

calm and keep collecting! 
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How About a Little Help? 

 

To my esteemed readers: 

It is my sincere desire to provide to you a quality journal every three months that 

is both learned, readable, and actually enjoyable. These are all good things, but 

lately the journal does have one issue that only you can solve - there’s too much 

of me. 

When you look over the last year or so, you will see that a lot of articles are 

written by me. In fact, nearly every article is written by me. That’s not good for a 

variety of reasons. First, we just need different perspectives. A lot of knowledge is 

out there, and it should be shared. What one person thinks to be very pedestrian 

and routine knowledge, another may simply have no idea about that topic. 

Secondly, and relatedly, more authors mean a broader spectrum of ideas 

conveyed. For instance, the previous editors mainly did Feldpost Material.  As 

many have noted, I tend to do occupation and historical issues, not having a lot of 

expertise in Feldpost. That would be something that would be welcomed by me in 

this journal. 

Third, ownership of the magazine rises when other people write. You’re definitely 

going to read the Bulletin if you just wrote an article for it. You’re more likely to 

tell your friends and family about the Bulletin if you did. And then readership of 

the Bulletin spreads by word of mouth. That doesn’t happen when one person 

writes everything. 

 I therefore ask each of you to think about contributing to the Bulletin. If 

interested, I’m looking for a couple columnists who could contribute one or two 

pages every three months. It may be about a topic that you’re especially good at 

or have a lot of material. It could even be opinions about the state of the stamps, 

the auctions, the shows, pricing, et cetera.  I just need some fresh new voices out 

there. 

It can also simply be that once a year or so, you make sure you write an article for 

the Bulletin. As I’ve noted before, the articles can be short or long, quite detailed 
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or fairly simple. They can be written for the beginner, or something that would 

interest the very advanced collector. But they would be your voice. 

Simply contact me at kolkermd@att.net if you have any interest whatsoever. If you 

need help with editing or getting the product on the computer just right, let me 

know. I’m pretty good at these sorts of things.  

Let’s work together to make this the best journal in philately. 

Thanks again for your reading, and I really look forward to working with you all. 

 

Your Editor, 

 

Chris 
 

 

 

 

  

mailto:kolkermd@att.net
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The Channel Island Occupation:  

The Guernsey Stamps 

Christopher Kolker MD 

 

At least it’s easy to remember.  Yes, the Channel Islands are a 

group of islands found in the English Channel. There are actually 

nine islands, with the largest being Jersey, Guernsey, and 

Alderney. 

They became a British possession in 1066 when William the Conqueror famously 

crossed the English Channel in 1066. From that time the Channel Islands were no 

longer French but 

forever became a 

British possession. 

And the islands became 

particularly English. The 

Channel Islands are not 

part of the United 

Kingdom with Scotland, 

Wales, and Northern 

Ireland. Administered 

by the English fully, 

with the outside 

territories having no say in how they are run, the 

Channel Islands maintain a British culture to this 

day.  

But because of Channel Islands’ dichotomous 

past, their governments are a bit of unusual as 

well. Are divided into two bailiwicks 

(jurisdictions), one of Jersey and one of 

Guernsey, each presided over by the Sovereign’s 

Guernsey's Coat of Arms 
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appointed Bailiff. 

Each of these 

bailiwicks had its 

own government, 

and each produced 

its own occupation 

stamps. 

Such small islands 

would forever be 

forgotten by 

contemporary 

historians, except 

for one thing: they 

are the only British territories occupied by the Nazis during World War Two. 

1940 was not a good year for the British in World War II, and it certainly wasn’t a 

good year for the Channel Islands. One can remember that in September 1939 

Great Britain and France declared war on Germany. However, from the Fall of 

1939 until May 1940 was the period of the “phony war”. It was a period of lots of 

propaganda, lots of threats, lots of militarization accusations, but for a while, no 

actual fighting. So much so, that some came to believe that no real fighting may 

break out. That came to a tragic end on May 10th 1940 when German forces 

launched attacks on Holland and Belgium. The Germans then went on to France, 

and by June 12, 1940, the Nazis occupied Paris.  

By June of 1940, Germany began broadcasting messages to the Channel Islands. 

Was from Lord Haw-Haw, a group of English speakers who became famous for 

broadcasting Nazi propaganda into the English- speaking world: 

“We are coming very soon, you Channel Islanders, to get those potatoes and 

tomatoes, and when we have finished with you there will be nothing left.” 

During this time, the British were famously on their heels trying to evacuate folks 

out of Dunkirk (May 26-June 4, 1940), and trying to decide with their new prime 

minister installed on May 10, 1940, Winston Churchill, what their next step might 

be. The British announced to the islands that they were to be demilitarized and 
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the civilian population would be voluntarily evacuated. That announcement came 

on June 19th, and by June 30th Germany occupied Guernsey.   Jersey was next, 

occupied by July 1st, with Alderney falling July 2nd, 1940. 

As expected, mail service to Britain was abruptly suspended. The one-penny 

stamps almost immediately had a shortage and so existing 2-pence stamps were 

often bisected. That’s something that seemed fairly commonly on Channel Island 

covers to this day. The post office cut them in long diagonals for this.  Other cuts 

were prohibited, although are rarely seen.  

The stamps that were cut included the King George V issues, both the 1912 and 

1934 varieties, the King Edward VIII 1936 issues, and the King George VI 1937 and 

1940 Centenary issues. The Centenary issues were the newest available on the 

island, and so are the most common. They had been issued only about six weeks 

prior to the German occupation and still 

sold as the post offices’ main stock of 

two-pence stamps.  British stamps such 

as these were considered valid for 

postage in the Channel Islands 

throughout the German occupation. 

These bisects were common all the way 

until May 31, 1941 when bisects were no 

longer considered valid, but still could be 

done as a favor of the post office, where the clerk or the postmaster would have 

discretion to accept them. 

 King George V 1934 Variety King Edward VIII 1936 
Variety 

King George VI 1937 Variety The 1940 Centenary Stamp of Great Britain 
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However, even with the bisects, these stamps weren’t going to last forever.  So 

due to the exhaustion of the supply of the British stamps, postal authorities had to 

have something produced.  The postmaster in Guernsey, Mr. H C Chapell 

approached the Guernsey Star Gazette and the Guernsey Press Company Limited, 

requesting proof designs for a postage stamp. After a couple of different designs, 

the now-famous Guernsey postage stamp of World War II came to be used. It was 

chosen simply because it was a fairly plain stamp with a suitable design both for 

the English and the Germans. The English liked it because it was the coat of arms 

of the Sovereign of England; the Germans accepted it since apparently, they didn’t 

know that it was also King George VI personal 

coat of arms.  

27th December 1940 Guernsey Bisect, George V 1924 2d definitive, Guernsey CDS, postcard, handwritten address. 

GUERNSEY German Occupation GB #238 

Bisect Postage Card WWII Channel Islands 

1941 
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The Basic Guernsey and Jersey occupation stamps of 1940.  the coats of arms are not the same, but are 

very similar. 

 

The designer, E. W. Vaudin, not only risked his life with this design, but also put 

tiny little “V, in the four corners of the design of the stamps.  The “V”, standing for 

victory, was fist and often used it by The 

Allies as a sign of defiance to the Nazis, 

although later in the war, the Nazis would 

use it for their own propaganda. 

 

Red and green ink were used for the 

production of these initial occupation 

stamps of both Guernsey and Jersey. The 

local printers had only a limited number 

of dyes, and obviously during a time of 

occupation, importing dyes for stamps 

would not be a priority. In Guernsey, the 

carmine ink stock was larger than green ink, and so the carmine color was fairly 

consistent during the 16 printings of the One-pence Value. The shades of green for 

the ½ -pence value show much more variation, and they are as follows: 

Color Variations of the ½ d Guernsey stamps 1941-44 

Printing number Color 
1st-4th Blueish-green 

5th Green, but on banknote paper 
6th Bright green- part in pea green 

The tiny "v" s seen on each corner of the Guernsey 
occupation stamps. 
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7th Dull green 

8th Olive green 
9th Deep yellow green with some in olive 

green 
10th-11th Deep yellow-green 

12th Pale green 
13th Pale yellow-green 

 

Ultramarine dye was available but scarcer, so that would be used for the 2 ½-

pence values stamps.  A couple of variations of that stamp do exist: 

The first, third, and fourth printing had an ultramarine, but the second printing 

was in a deeper ultramarine. 

Most of these 1/2d and 2 ½ d variations are because of over- and under-inking, 

due to the nature of the machines and the expertise available during a time of 

occupation. 

The imprints also had details of the printing itself on them, up to December 1943. 

For example, the 5th printing would have the following:  

Guernsey Press Co.  5X120M/ 9/41. 

“Guernsey Press Co.” refers to the stamps’ printers, the “5” represent the number 

of printings, 120M meant the number of Stamps printed: 120 M represents 

120,000 stamps, and the “9/41” represents the date of the printing, meaning 

September 1941. 

 

 

After December 1943, the words were 

changed to:  

1. Guernsey Press Co (no period) 

2. PRESS TYP. or 

3. “PRESS” 

The bottom of a Guernsey plate block, the 

8th printing (240,000) printed in April, 1942 
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One of the more famous questions is, “What about 

the blue paper?” In 1942, in conjunction with the 

German authorities, the Guernsey Post Office, 

always aware of looming paper shortages, decided 

to use available French watermarked paper that 

France had previously used to print banknotes. The 

paper sported a lozenge-style watermark and came 

ungummed.  

Gum was applied on the stamps with a thin brush by 

Channel Islands postal 

workers. That gum had 

been brought to the 

island in used oil cans 

and that deposited a 

thin oily scum on the 

surface of the stamp. 

When the workers applied the gum to the paper, it 

changed the paper from white to various shades of 

blue. This was plainly and immediately visible, but 

postal authorities decided to continue on with the 

printing. Necessity mandated that they continued on. 

The ½d stamps were placed on sale on March 11, 

1942 and became an instant hit with the public. 

Subsequently, when the 1d stamps went on sale on 

April 7th, they were completely sold out by April 25th, 

with that the vast majority going to collectors.  

Perforations for these Guernsey stamps were always the same. Each sheet of 

printed stamps was run through an electrically operated but hand-fed roulette 

type machine. The machine only had three perforating wheels, and so a sheet of 

60 stamps had to be fed through the machine 7 times. Therefore, any 

imperforates found by collectors are thought to be mainly printer’s waste. 

 The famous Guernsey blue paper issue 

The 2 1/2 Pence, with no accessory 
information on the plate block 
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Postage rates during the time were straightforward. In both Guernsey and Jersey, 

rates were one penny for postcards, unsealed letters and printed matter, 2½d for 

sealed letters, and 5 ½d for registered mail. It should be known that revenue 

stamps were not used for postal use, but examples exist where they were 

accepted. Each local post office did have discretion in such matters as shortages 

mandated. 

The Occupation Ends 

Although the brutality of the Channel Islands’ occupation did not compare to the 

atrocities felt across eastern and Western Europe, life was still extremely difficult 

from 1940 to 1945 for the Channel Islanders. Intimidations, restrictions, and 

shortages became the order of the day. Civil liberties were reduced to nothing. 

Censorship of the mail became standard, and contact with England became nearly 

nonexistent.  

 

(Taken from The 

German 

Occupation of the 

Channel Islands 

1940-1945 by Ron 

Brown, from the 

Channel Islands 

Specialists 2016)  

 

However, the Red 

Cross did provide, 

usually through 

clandestine means, 

that some contact 

between England 

and the Channel 

Islands did exist. 
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With that said, deportations from the Channel Islands to the concentration camps 

of Germany did occur. Arrests were often done in order to stifle any kind of 

political activity, and of course the Channel Islander would be at the mercy of the 

local Nazi authorities. 

After Germany’s unconditional surrender in April 1945, by May 1945, the Nazi 

troops were evacuated from the Channel Islands. Spontaneous celebrations 

occurred throughout the islands, captured in the photograph below. A new era 

began both for the Channel Islanders and for their philately. 

 

Channel Islanders celebrate their liberation, May 1945 
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The celebration of the Channel Islands liberation in a postal cover, May 1945 
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The Channel Islands Occupation and its Philately in Images 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Germans march in to occupy Guernsey as if in a parade, June 1940 
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First Day Cover for Occupied Guernsey, February 18,1941 
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The inevitable souvenir sheet of the Channel Islands stamps, with the Guernsey stamps on the bottom. 
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Stamps of the Third 

Reich 

 

 Christopher Kolker MD  

 

 

The stamp issues we look at commemorates sudden happenings of western 

Europe in 1940.  Part of the initial western Blitzkrieg of Germany into France was 

the overrunning of the low countries of Belgium, Holland, and Luxembourg. With 

it, some territories that had historically been administered by Prussia, at least for 

a period of time, and subsequently occupied by the Germans in World War I, 

became available for Germany’s taking. 

Seizing on this, Hitler simply incorporated some of these historical areas back into 

Germany proper. 

Our featured stamps celebrate the return of Eupen, Malmedy, and Moresnet to 

Germany in the early days of World War II.  

 

The Announcement in the Amtsblatt (the Official Philatelic Gazette) of Germany: 

 

The Return of Eupen, Malmedy, and Moresnet to Germany 

Michel 748/749; Stanley Gibbons 736/737; Scott B174-5 

 

Amtsblatt #71. July 19th 1940 

Number 399/1940 
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New Commemorative Stamps 

To mark the reunification of Eupen-Malmedy with the Reich, the German 

Reichspost will issue two special stamps of 6 + 4 pfennig and 12 + 8 pfennig face 

value, featuring illustrations of Malmedy and Eupen (figures 307-308). The 

commercial artist Vogenaur prepared the designs in the art studio of the Reich 

Printing Works. Printing Process: photogravure; size 27.5 X 32.8mm; colors: green 

and red. The surcharge will go towards the Führer’s culture fund. 

The stamps will be available for purchase at all post offices from the 25th July. 

Accounts should be processed in accordance with regulations specified in 

Amtsblatt Ref. No.506/ 1939, S724. 

The Reichspost Directorates have received special instructions regarding deliveries. 

 

The Stamps: 

As mentioned in the announcement, both stamps were designed by E. R. 

Vogenauer, a stamp designer and an Expressionist artist.  Both were perforated at 

14. Both featured photogravure printing on coated paper. Both had Swastika 

watermarks and were valid until December 31st 1941.both bear the inscription of 

“Eupen-Malmedy again German”. 

The 6+4 pfennig green showed a view of Malmedy, while the 12+8 pfennig was 

brown red and featured a view of Eupen. 

The 6+4 pfennig stamp depicts the Church of Saints, Peter, Paul, and in Malmedy. 

Formally a Benedictine abbey church dating from 648, the present church was 

erected between 1775 and 1784 by sculptor-architect Gallisen. This 6+4 pfennig 

also exist with a variety where it shows a sunray just left of the church. 

The 12 + 8 pfennig stamp features a view of St. Nicholas Church in the 

marketplace in Eupen. This church, which incorporated an earlier church from the 

14th century, had a second spire added in the 1890s and represents to this day 

Eupen’s most prominent skyline feature. 
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Background: 

 

Both Eupen and Malmedy are cities now peacefully situated in present day 

Belgium, but having endured turbulent histories over the years. Eupen, just a 

stone’s throw from Aachen, Germany, has always been a German-speaking city. 

During the Napoleonic years, it became part of the French Napoleonic Empire.  

After Napoleon’s defeat and the subsequent Congress of Vienna of 1814-15, 

Eupen came to be administered by Prussia and thus had more Germanic influence 

in the 19th century. Once Prussia organized a unified Germany in 1871, Eupen 

became a simple German resort town. 

World War I brought significant changes, and with Germany’s loss in the war, the 

Treaty of Versailles made Eupen a plebiscite. This meant that an election would be 

held to see if Eupen was to be absorbed by Germany or Belgium. In the meantime, 

a Belgian transitional government was set up for the entire area headed by 

Belgian general Herman Baltia. During that time Belgium pushed Belgian 

nationality in the area pretty hard trying to convince locals and the world at-large 

that the Eupen- Malmedy area was essentially a Belgian territory.  

The debate could be intense and a little artificial.  While most of the people in the 

area hardly thought of themselves as Belgian, they certainly did not think of 

themselves as primarily German, but German speakers.  Most thought of 

themselves as a territory first.  

Just to be sure, for the Plebiscite, the Belgians decreed those who were pro-

German had to announce as such for the Plebiscite and register at the provisional 

government. Only 174 brave voters out of the entire area did so, while others no 

doubt fearing retribution from the provisional Belgian government. German 

voters had been successfully intimidated, and the vote went towards unification 

with Belgium.  

This led to long-standing German animosity, and one of the first actions of a 

victorious Adolf Hitler in Western Europe in 1940 was to proclaim Eupen to 

become once again part of the Germany proper on May 19th ,1940. 
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Malmedy had a similar historical course.  Being close to Eupen that is easy to 

guess, but its population was and is different. Most in Malmedy speak French, so 

when Napoleon came to conquer Belgium in the early 19th century, Malmedy 

simply became a part of greater France. French predominated there even after 

the Congress of Vienna likewise gave Prussia administrative control over Malmedy. 

During that time, Prussia made no real attempt to change the language in 

Malmedy, and during the 19th French still prevailed, although some did learn 

German. 

Still, after World War I, Malmedy was also placed back to a plebiscite status. 

Elections were held in Malmedy as well and again, there was a general 

intimidation of pro-German voters. Historically speaking, it was doubtful that 

intimidation was needed, and the election results gave Malmedy back to Belgium. 

Despite the language difference, Hitler also felt Malmedy was part of Germany 

proper, and again announced that it would also be annexed as part of Germany 

proper on May 19th 1940, after the initial western push into France was successful. 

Moresnet is a simply a sliver of land that sits between the Belgian and German 

borders, consisting of only 1900 acres (1 by 3 miles). It had been neutral for the 

better part of 100 years, due to squabbling about its lucrative zinc mine on the 

land.  As part of Hitler’s May 19th, 1940 decree, it too became part of Germany 

proper.  Today, it is also part of the German-speaking area of Belgium. 

 

 

The three special cancellations made for these stamp issues 
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A postcard, circa 1900, highlighting Moresnet.  This is not to scale. 
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Almost certainly a philatelically made item, but this cover does show the Malmedy cancellations well. 

 

 

A similar cover, this one for airmail 
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Another cover, this one with the Eupen cancellation 
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The Moresnet cancellation in action 

 

 

The Moresnet 

cancellation on both pics 
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E. R. Vogenaur had a career as a mainly 

forgotten Expressionist artist and a 

stamp designer.  A search of his work 

did bring me to a couple of his 

drawings.  His themes seemed to be 

about conflict, violence, and 

supernatural.  Enjoy his work! 
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The Church at Malmedy 
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Eupen, as it stands today 
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Stamp Forgeries of Germany 

 

We’re going to start a new feature for the 3rd Reich Study Group, and it changes 

good. One of the most often asked questions is simply, “is this stamp real? Quote 

that question can be very difficult, and lots of people take pride in being able to 

distinguish the real from the fake. My next line so how good are you? Each issue, 

I’m going to try to find a stamp that is genuine, and a forgery. I’m going to ask you 

to see if you can tell the difference. 

 

The stamp in question is a 1945 German-occupied French stamp that is known to 

most collectors of Germany and its occupation territories during the Second 

World War.  However, one of these stamps is legitimate, and the other is a forgery. 

Can you tell me which one is which? On the on the subsequent page, I will have a 

very brief discussion of the reasoning behind the answer. 

Is the real stamp A or B? 

A. 

  or 
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B. 

 

 

 

 

The Answer is………………………………………….. 
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B.  Here’s why: 

 

 

With the forgery: 

• The paper has a more light-green tint 

• The tip of the mast is more to the left of the E 

• End of the transverse mast is more to the left of the C 

• Initial of the engraver EG are further apart 

• The forgery and the real stamp can have “Liberation” stamped on it 

• The I in SAINT is tilted to the left 

• The dash after the SAINT is longer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keep calm and 
Keep Collecting! 

Donate today!  Go to www.trsg-usa.com and click on any 

PayPal button.  It’s that easy, and every cent is used for the 

good of the group! 

 

http://www.trsg-usa.com/
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AuctionWatch 

 

The powers-that be tell me these are inflationary times.  Are they in philtely as well?  They just 

might be, but take a look ate some of the prices on the Auctions below.  The important thing is 

what you think:  Can you get a good deal? 

 

Dutch Country Auctions 

 
B68 F OSTROPA 1935 S/S on piece, show FD cancel 6/23/1935, toned spots 

in lower & upper right corners, Euro 1,100 
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Selection airmails on 
stkpg: all Zeppelins 
unused C35-45 but some 
gum disturbances; also all 
Zeppelins used, some 
non-Zepp cancels; C59-60 
used (3), B19-22 H; 
generally fine to very fine 
 
Catalogue value $4,687 
Sold for $750 
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Old Louis Auctions 

 

 

 
 

 

  

1944 15pf Kotor, German 

Occupation of Bay of 

Montenegro, Germany (Mi. II, 

Unissued Stamp, CV $1,170, 

MNH) 

Opening US$ 170.00 

Sold...US$ 220.00 

1944 Kotor, German Occupation of Bay of Montenegro (Mi. 7 - 10, Full 

Set, CV $180, MNH) Opening US$ 16.00 

Sold...US$ 35.00 
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Cherrystone Auctions 

 

 
(Continued on the next two pages) 
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Private Issues. 1941 Ukrainian Relief Committee in Kholm, selection of 47, 

mostly different imperforate stamps, including overprints "Kiev 19.IX.1941" 

and 1z Capt. Schramchenko (two different), some canceled on piece or 

unaddressed envelopes. In addition, there are four unused "stationery cards" 

(Listivkas), fine-v.f., Mi. Euro 12,750 - SOLD for $4,000.00 
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Auction Galleries Hamburg vormals Schwanke GmbH 

(As of 9/20/23 1 € (Euro) = $1.07 US Dollar) 

 
1933, emergency aid block centerpiece unfolded, cleanly stamped three times 

"BERLIN NO 60 5.12.33" and with owner's mark. According to the photo 

certificate from Hans-Dieter Schlegel BPP, the brands, imprints and stamps 

are genuine and the quality is impeccable. Michel 2,000 euros (centerpieces 

according to the Michel manual catalog blocks 3,600 euros). Start Bid €500 -

NO BIDS 

 

1945, Adolf Hitler, postage 
stamps 5 RM, perforated K 
14, lower left corner edge 
piece with centrally applied 
stamp "(10) EILENBURG / 
8.2.45", cabinet piece with 
FA H.-D. Schlegel 2004 
“Stamp genuine, quality 
impeccable”. Rarely offered 
in this quality, value €2,500. 
Start Bid €600 
SOLD for €1,350.00 
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1935, Friedrich von Schiller, 12 Rpf. dkl'rosarot, horizontal pair as franking on 

complete cash on delivery card including attached postal order from 

Aschaffenburg to Heimbuchenthal (Spessart), recipient address crossed out, 

fracture stamp "Back!". Stamps flawless, canceled with Aschaffenburg flag 

stamp, rare MeF on delivery. Start Bid €40   SOLD for €70.00 
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Third Reich Study Group Bulletin, October 2023, Vol LVIII, #229                                 42 
 

 

 

1936, "World Congress for Leisure and Recreation" 2 values ninety times 

completely in sheet sections (some with margins). The 6 Pfg. has 2 values 

and the 15 Pfg. 8 values have traces of adhesion. The other values are in very 

good mint condition. Michel approx. 1,500 euros.  Start Bid €50 SOLD for 

€90.00 
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1943, Wehrmacht 
Day I, the complete 
set distributed over 
two R-letters with 
FIRST DAY 
RAILWAY POST 
STAMP 
"OBERSTDORF / 
KEMPTEN / 
BAHNPOST / 
21.3.43" to 
Mindelheim, 
back. each with AK 
Mindelheim. Unusual 
combination. Mi. 
value and KB special 
net €300 each (and 
€50 surcharge for 

rail mail). 
Start Bid €80 
SOLD for €100.00 
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Raritan Auctions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Zeppelin Flights. 1935, 1st, 3rd, 5th and 7th SAF covers to Brazil, each one 

franked by Count von Zeppelin 3m blue and black, tied by appropriate on-board 

cancellation, each one with letter ''d'' (on-board) confirmation cachet, Pernambuco 

arrival ds on reverse, all housed on pages from a Collection, VF, Sieger #290, 296, 

302, 308, C.v. €705  SOLD for $ 230.00 
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Sterling Auctions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continued next page….. 
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Continued next page……. 

 

 

 

Germany Scott B134-B136 on Commemorative Cards and Cover - 2 cards 

and a cover with commemorative cancels from 1939. Great Automobile topical 

items. F-VF. (Est $60-80) SOLD for $30.00 
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Daniel F. Kelleher Auctions 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

1939 Nürburgring Races complete (Scott B141-B143), o.g., 

never hinged, Very Fine to Extremely Fine. 

Michel 695-697.  Scott $210.  Opening $75 and SOLD $75 

Airmail, 1924, 5pf-300pf Dove complete (Scott C20-

C26), Fine to Very Fine. 

Michel 344X-350. 

Scott $273  Opening US$ 25.00 

Sold...US$ 25.00 
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Trivia 

 

The gloves come off.  While I have given you a bit of a break in the last few trivia 

sections, not today!  I am going for broke.  If you can get just 5 of these, you will 

earn my undying respect.  Email me at kolkermd@att.net if you do.  I will certainly 

sing your praises! 

1. On 1 November 1942, while serving as a leader of a machine gun 

squad on Guadalcanal, Cpl Anthony J. Casamento's US Marines 

came under heavy enemy fire near the Matanikau River. During the 

ensuing battle, all members of the unit were either killed or severely 

wounded. Despite his own multiple wounds, Cpl Casamento 

continued to provide supporting fire and heroically held the enemy 

at bay, thereby protecting the flanks of adjoining companies until 

he was physically unable to continue. As a result, the president of 

the United States presented him with the Medal of Honor on which 

of the following dates? 

 

1.  December 25, 1942 

2.  November 1, 1947 

3.  September 9, 1945 

4.  September 12, 1980 

 

2. During the war, the dashing British actor, David Niven, served as 

an officer and rose to the rank of Lt. Colonel. Which of the following 

served as his batman (enlisted orderly)? 

 

1. Peter Ustinov 

2. Alec Guiness 

3. Michael Caine 

4. Trevor Howard 

mailto:kolkermd@att.net
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3. Adolf Hitler had two personal railroad trains. One was named 

Brandenburg. What was the name of the other one? 

 

1. Hindenburg 

2. Amerika 

3. Bismarck 

4. Ludendorff 

 

4. Simon Christopher Joseph Fraser, the 15th Lord Lovat, was known 

during the war as which of the following? 

 

1. An outspoken critic of the war as he thought Great Britain should 

align itself with Germany. 

2. The infamous Lord Haw-Haw who made propaganda radio 

broadcasts for Germany. 

3. The only member of parliament to vote against declaring war on 

Germany in September, 1939. 

4. A daring Commando officer who won numerous awards for valor. 

 

5. Anderson Shelter was which of the following? 

 

1. A British general captured by the Germans in North Africa. 

2. A British air raid shelter named after Sir John Anderson. 

3. A spy for Germany who was tried and hanged after being caught 

giving secrets to a British double agent. 

4. An America fighter ace serving with the Eagle Squadron before the 

US entered the war. 

 

6. Bella Russa was which of the following? 
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1. A female Soviet fighter ace who scored 73 kills. 

2. A female spy for Germany who was tried and hanged after being 

caught giving secrets to a Soviet double agent. 

3. A Soviet ship that was accidentally sunk by an American submarine in 

May, 1943. 

4. A female officer in the Soviet Army who rose to the rank of full 

colonel. 

 

7. It is common knowledge that many lives were lost during the First 

World War as the result of mustard gas use. What is not commonly 

known is that it took many lives during World War II in one 

incident. How did this occur? 

 

1. When the Japanese used it against American marines in a last-ditch 

defense of Okinawa in April, 1945. 

2. When the German Luftwaffe blew up an American supply ship which 

had the gas on board at Bari, Italy in December, 1943. 

3. When the German Luftwaffe dropped gas bombs on Stalingrad in 

January, 1943. 

4. When the Germans fired it in artillery shells at Warsaw, Poland, in 

September, 1939. 

 

8. What was Allied "V-2"? 

 

1. A rocket jointly developed by the British and Americans that was 

never used as the war ended. 

2. A nickname given by the press to U.S.O. singer Dinah Shore. 

3. A long-range rocket under development by the Germans for use 

against Washington, D.C. 

4. A code name for Princess Elizabeth of England. 
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9. What was the Alliance of Animals? 

 

1. The nickname President Roosevelt and Prime Minister Churchill gave 

to Hitler, Mussolini and Tojo. 

2. A clandestine organization in France that gathered information about 

German forces prior to the Normandy invasion. 

3. The official Anglo-American intelligence bureau codename assigned 

to Hitler, Mussolini and Tojo. 

4. The codename given to a pack of rabid dogs released by Soviet 

forces in Berlin in May, 1945. 

 

10. What connection, if any, did American cosmetic manufacturer 

Elizabeth Arden have with World War II? 

 

1. She produced black face cream for use as camouflage for night 

missions. 

2.  She personally paid for the construction of a B-29 bomber which 

then nicknamed for her. 

3. She donated all of the profits of her company for the year of 1944 to 

the war effort. 

4. No connection at all. 
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Answers 

1. On 1 November 1942, while serving as a leader of a machine gun 

squad on Guadalcanal, Cpl Anthony J. Casamento's US Marines 

came under heavy enemy fire near the Matanikau River. During the 

ensuing battle, all members of the unit were either killed or severely 

wounded. Despite his own multiple wounds, Cpl Casamento 

continued to provide supporting fire and heroically held the enemy 

at bay, thereby protecting the flanks of adjoining companies until he 

was physically unable to continue. As a result, the president of the 

United States presented him with the Medal of Honor on which of 

the following dates? 

 

The correct answer was September 12, 1980 

In 1964, it was learned that two eyewitnesses to Cpl Casamento's 

heroism were still alive. That set in motion a chain of events that 

would ultimately result in his receiving the Medal of Honor from 

President Carter in 1980. 

 

2. During the war, the dashing British actor, David Niven, served as 

an officer and rose to the rank of Lt. Colonel. Which of the following 

served as his batman (enlisted orderly)? 

The correct answer was Peter Ustinov 

 

I came across this in a novel set during WWII and I didn't believe it. I 

looked it up and was quite surprised to discover that it was true. In 



Third Reich Study Group Bulletin, October 2023, Vol LVIII, #229                                 70 
 

my research I also learned that Peter's father (Baron von Ustinov) 

served as a lieutenant in the German Air Force in World War I. 

 

3. Adolf Hitler had two personal railroad trains. One was named 

Brandenburg. What was the name of the other one? 

The correct answer was Amerika 

 

It was named this before the US entered the war. I cannot imagine 

why he did not change it. 

 

4. Simon Christopher Joseph Fraser, the 15th Lord Lovat, was known 

during the war as which of the following? 

The correct answer was A daring Commando officer who won numerous 

awards for valor. 

 

He was played by Peter Lawford in the film, The Longest Day. Bill 

Millin, the piper who accompanies Lord Lovat to Normandy with his 

bagpipes, played himself in the film and he used the same set of 

bagpipes he played on D-Day. 

 

5. Anderson Shelter was which of the following? 

The correct answer was A British air raid shelter named after Sir John 

Anderson. 
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Sir John was in charge of British home security. These simple 

shelters were distributed free to lower income British households 

and for a nominal fee to others. Distribution actually began in 1938, 

before Britain was at war. After the war they had to be returned to 

the government or purchased 

6. Bella Russa was which of the following? 

The correct answer was A Soviet ship that was accidentally sunk by an 

American submarine in May, 1943. 

 

The captain of the submarine thought it was the Florida Maru, a 

Japanese ship. 

 

7. It is common knowledge that many lives were lost during the First 

World War as the result of mustard gas use. What is not commonly 

known is that it took many lives during World War II in one incident. 

How did this occur? 

The correct answer was When the German Luftwaffe blew up an American 

supply ship which had the gas on board at Bari, Italy in December, 1943. 

 

The US had it there for defensive purposes as it had intelligence that 

the Germans intended to use it in Italy. This was kept such a secret 

that the local population was not notified of what was affecting 

them and this caused the loss of many lives that could have been 

saved. 
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8. What was Allied "V-2"? 

The correct answer was A nickname given by the press to U.S.O. singer 

Dinah Shore. 

 

Dinah - whose name was actually Frances Rose Shore - was a major 

US singing star during the war years. She later began starring in 

films. She had her own TV show for many years beginning in 1951. 

 

9. What was the Alliance of Animals? 

The correct answer was A clandestine organization in France that gathered 

information about German forces prior to the Normandy invasion. 

 

They were called this as their individual code names were animal 

names. They communicated with London via radio and carrier 

pigeons. 

 

10. What connection, if any, did American cosmetic manufacturer 

Elizabeth Arden have with World War II? 

The correct answer was She produced black face cream for use as camouflage 

for night missions. 

 

Her real name was Florence Nightingale Graham. She died in 1966 

but the cosmetics company bearing her name continues to trade 

today and is listed on the NASDAQ (RDEN). The current 'face' of 

Elizabeth Arden is Catherine Zeta Jones. 
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For Sale 

 

We do have a few items for sale.   They have recently been rebounded and 

redone.  They look great and are definitely worth the price: 

 

Mail Surveillance under the Third Reich by R.J. Houston.  35 pages. $15. 

 

German Feldpost Operations in the West 1940-1944 by John Painter. 2004. 60 

total pages. $20. 

 

The War of the Springing Tiger by Jeffrey Markem, about Azad Hind stamps and 

the fight for India’s Independence. $10. 

 

Composition Listing of Organic German Military Units, 1980. $15. 

 

Each of these are expertly written, filled with details that obviously took scores of 

hours to research.  All proceeds go only to Third Reich Study Group.  It is first 

come /first come serve, and if we get down to one copy, I will get more printed 

(but that could delay shipping by a week or so if it happens). 

 

 


