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The Stamps of Zante-  

Gerald Ledlitz has sent us some truly historical images of the stamps 

made in Zante, a Grecian island in the western Aegean Sea, printed 

very briefly during the war. Truly a wonderful display 

 

The Paper Trail by Kees Adema 

An overview of an important new work out that systematically 

discusses WWI Holland and its colonies.  Published by the Royal 

Philatelic Society, this work will become one of the most 

important ever written on the subject.  A review and preview of 

the book is kindly supplied to us by the author 

 

The Scans of Jerry Crow 

It just goes to show you what you can find when you start looking. 

Jerry has supplied the funny, the picturesque, the historical, and 

the unusual in these images he was so very kind to send. 

 

A Very Special Large Feldpost Cover 

Larry Nelson sent in this wonderful cover with a very detailed 

description mirroring the end of WW II. 

 

 

 

WELCOME! 

What an issue we 

have for you!  Jerry 

Crow has sent us 

some wonderful scans 

from tradeshows that 

he had attended, and 

Gerald Ledlitz shows 

us wonderful and very 

rare samples of the 

stamps of Zante, a 

Grecian island in the 

west Aegean Sea. 

Plus, we need to help 

two of our readers! 

Enjoy! 

 

Please send your 

comments, articles, 

and answers to 

ctkolker@mail.com 

Or 25 Parkwoods 

Drive, Norwich, CT 

06360.   

mailto:ctkolker@mail.com
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From the Editor 

 

 

Dear valued Third Reich Study Group member: 

 

Greetings to you all. 

As I write this, I'm very happy to say that the scanning process for all of the old issues for the 

Third Reich Study Group Bulletin is nearly complete. As it stands now, only about 20 issues 

remain to be scanned. This puts the number of pages scanned in at approximately 4700 

pages. While it has been quite an endeavor, it also has been an honor to help preserve these 

documents. After all, so many articles with great scholarship and knowledge of our subject has 

been written that preserving these issues for everyone has to be a top priority.  I hope each of 

our members find it also very relevant and very helpful as they learn more about their stamps, 

postcards, covers, and related material. 

However, more changes will be added to the website. Over time, I hope to put in place an area 

on the website where those who go to our website can blog (essentially leave comments for 

anyone to read). I also plan to update our picture carousel to provide more timely and 

interesting stamps for anyone to view. A “Links Page” will be added on the website fairly soon 

so that our website will be linked to many of the other great websites including those of the 

Germany Philatelics Society. Look for that in the coming weeks. 

 

But still, much more needs to be done. Another website will be started that features the Post-

World War II Study and Research Group Bulletin. One of our members, Benjamin Beede has 

asked me to post these online as a way to keep that scholarship alive, and I do think that to be 

an excellent idea and a needed service.  It appears they have around 500 pages of material 

that was published in the mid-80s. I should be able to do that scanning and website over a few 

months this spring and summer, incorporating it into a new website. That website will be 

simpler, as right now I don't have enough members to warrant putting that study group back 
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together. But again, the scholarship is excellent, and this information needs to be seen. 

Therefore, a website of its own is warranted, with appropriate links back to the Germany 

Philatelics Society. 

 

That is not to say that I have forgotten our friends who have inquired about Danzig. You can 

see from this issue, we do have an article about Danzig from the archives. This will continue 

with future issues, until a group can be formed or individual new articles come in to the TRSG  

Bulletin.  After the Post-World War II Study and Research Group Material is put on its own 

website, yet another website will be made for Danzig. This may take a little bit longer, which is 

why I wanted to do the shorter and more straightforward post-World War II material first. They 

have about 2000 pages worth of material. This material is highly enriched with both pictures 

and detailed historical records of the area. It is absolutely top-notch and needs to be under the 

umbrella of the Germany Philatelic Society. I suspect that this will take us into the remainder of 

this summer, fall, and winter to complete. 

 

Yet still more will need to be done! Rudi Anders, President of the Germany Philatelic Society, 

once told me that to truly make all of this information accessible, a comprehensive index must 

be made.  He is absolutely correct.   As many of you have noted by looking at some of the 

older issues of the Third Reich Study Group Bulletin, there are some indexes from time-to-time 

inside the issues. However, they are not systematically done, and they're not easily found. This 

information will need to be indexed in order to make sense and become usable. 

 

After all the information is placed on Internet sites, I will then go back and start to index the 

Third Reich Study Group Bulletin information.  As I index, I will post it online, as even partial 

information can be of service to some. 

 

Believe it or not, this process will then be repeated with Post-World War II Study and Research 

Group as well as the Danzig group. I am looking at 3 to 4 years then of doing this slowly and 

methodically. Obviously, this will depend on things like work schedule, family obligations, 

energy, and time. 

 

This schedule, however, doesn't really bother me. I have many more years ahead of me, I 

believe, with the Germany Philatelic Society. It is best that I remain active and steadfast in 

these pursuits.   If I simply pace myself and be consistent and persistent in my endeavors, 

things will indeed come to pass.  
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The rewards will be immense for the Germany Philatelic Society.  Once completed, we will 

then have the most completely archived study groups perhaps anywhere on the planet. We will 

then be at a comparable level of quality to institutions like the American Philatelic Research 

Library (APRL) and the Rocky Mountain Philatelic Library (RMPL) in our ability to access 

anything we have written. 

 

What I can use from anyone is help. While I continue to do these endeavors, any help would 

be greatly appreciated.   I certainly am not above having somebody else begin to do the index 

for the Third Reich Study Group Bulletin, or even if we can arrange mailings of material, that 

some scanning can be done for those who are able to do it into a particular website. Therefore, 

if you are interested, please contact me at ctkolker@mail.com or at 25 Parkwood strive, 

Norwich, CT 06360, and we can certainly make arrangements. 

In the meantime, enjoy your issue of the Third Reich Study Group Bulletin. Keep collecting, 

keep reading, and keep learning. 

 

       Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

       Christopher Kolker MD. 
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April 2, 2017 

 

Dear Valued Third Reich Study Group Member: 

 

One last plea for the last few of you who have not paid dues and receive a written copy of the Third 

Reich Study Group Bulletin: 

 

We certainly have seen a lot of changes over the last year. Since the format has been radically 

changed, we have been able to offer color photography, better graphics, and more pages to our 

bulletin. The response has been more than favorable, and it has been my delight to keep the rich 

tradition of wonderful scholarship of the TRSG Bulletin going. 

 

It has been my hope to keep up the wonderful scholarship that our previous editor, Jim Lewis, had been 

able to do over the past four decades. Only with the help of readers like you can we even begin to 

approach his level. 

 

That's why I'm so grateful for you. Because of your readership and your financial contribution, we are 

able to keep our wonderful little bulletin going. 

 

Yes, I am writing you because it is now time for the payment of the dues. Because of the wonderful 

work and contribution of Don Unverrich to help with printing the Bulletin, our dues will still be at $24 per 

year. He has made the TRSG Bulletin possible at such an affordable price, and we are all truly grateful 

for that. 

 

If you could, please mail a check, (made out to Christopher Kolker) for $24 to: 

Christopher Kolker 
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25 Parkwoods Dr. 

Norwich, CT 06360 

 

This ensures another great year of the bulletin. We are in the process of scanning online every back 

issue, and over 2000 pages of great scholarship are now available online. We are also expanding into 

Danzig philatelics until a permanent editor can be found, (if one can be found). We hope in the future to 

provide services to newer members in the form of booklets, pamphlets, and information to generate and 

explain our interest in our wonderful hobby. 

 

The future is great for the Third Reich Study Group. Please help us to achieve our goals by making 

your dues payments today.  Always keep in mind that if you decide to download the Bulletin instead of 

having it mailed to you, no dues are necessary.  We just ask that you email us your intentions to: 

ctkolker@mail.com 

 

Thank you so much for your patronage. Have a wonderful Spring! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 Christopher Kolker 

Editor, Third Reich Study Group Bulletin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:ctkolker@mail.com
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A bit of advertising from your Editor:  

 

 As most of you have probably seen from an e-mail, the Germany Philatelic Society does have a new 

study group. It is about the early German states that produced stamps prior to the 1871 unification of 

Germany. 

 

Before 1871, sixteen of the German states produce their own stamps. This left behind a fascinating 

legacy of politics, intrigue, fraud, and the ebb-and-flow of history. Each different state has their own 

story to tell, and each history is fascinating. The stamps tell so many different and wonderful stories. 

 

These fascinating stamps beginning with the 1849 issuance of Bavarian stamps and ending only in 

1920 when Bavaria issued their last set. 

 

The website is: Germanstatestamps.com 

 

I have a summary for 11 of the 16 states and will try to fill in the last few over the next couple of 

months. On the website, we have: 

• Articles featuring each of the states’ rich philatelic history (well, most of them) 

• Over 100 pictures of high quality stamps,  

• The summary of the geopolitical situation during this time 

• A call for articles!!!!! Let’s make a journal 

• A place to blog or write down your comments. 

• Links to other great sites 

 

Check it out, and better yet, leave a small article. There's a place on the web do that. When we have a 

couple of articles, we will start putting together a journal. Check it out at germanstatesstamps.com 

 

Your Editor, 
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Dear Dr. Kolker, 

 

I'm hoping you could help me on the following 

subject.  

 

For some time now I have been trying to find 

out what the letters (buchstabe) on the 

cancellation stand for.  

 

I have been told  postal employee had their own 

hand stamp and as such had a different letter or 

letters on the cancellation which was applied to 

each letter, card, etc.  

 

Below is an example of an add I found with the 

special cancellation in question. The add also clearly identifies the letter on the cancellation. 

 

The description of the stamp for sale makes special note of the letters on the cancellation. In this case they are 

"ah". 

 

I have been researching this cancellation for the 1937 Reichsparteitag (1937 Party Rally) and have found 71 

variations all with different letters. 

 

It would seem strange to me that there would be so many variations and would there have been that many 

different handstamps? 

 

Any help or insight would be appreciated. 

 

Thanks, 

 

Bill Wilson 
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Hello Christopher,  

  

I came across the website for the Third Reich Study 

Group quite by accident while searching the Internet 

for information need for one of my research 

interests. 

  

After downloading and looking at a few of your 

BTRSG Bulletins, it seems that there may be 

someone in your group with an answer that could 

save me having to look through all 200 issues of the 

Bulletin online. 

  

I am researching the mails sent by German and 

Italian Internees held in two internment camps 

operated by Mexico during World War Two.  These 

were the Estacion Migratoria camp located at Perote, 

VER, Mexico and the Haciendia San Antonio camp 

located at Irapuato, GTO, Mexico. 

  

The camps housed both local “political” prisoners (identified by the Mexican authorities and/or the USA 

– FBI) as well as some 500 sailors who were “stranded” in Mexico when Mexico finally declared war on 

the Axis in May 1942.  Their only method of communication with family back in Europe was via the 

International Red Cross in Geneva.  This correspondence was typically routed by air from Mexico City to 

New York City, sometimes censored in Mexico and almost always censored at New York, then via 

Clipper to Lisbon, Portugal.  Next it traveled by rail to Paris, where Paris was the designated censorship 

station for mail to the International Red Cross, and where it was usually censored (the censor tapes and 

markings indicate Paris ( “X” ). 

  

However, some of the covers were sent to Berlin, Germany and show indications of censorship there 

(The tapes and hand-stamps have the “b”). 

  

A small number of these covers have a marking I cannot identify, a large black “2500” on the front of 

the cover.  These appear only on those items which went via Berlin, so I have assumed they were related 

to the censorship there.   However, I’ve not been able to find a reference for the marking.  I am told it 

does not appear in Horst Landsmann’s book on Civil Censorship (I ordered a copy recently but have not 

yet received it). 

  

An example of one cover is attached.  This “2500”  marking has been observed only on letters mailed in 

Mexico between May 4, 1944 and July 5, 1944.  Covers dated shortly before or after do not have this 

marking. 

  

I don’t know the transit time from Mexico to Paris, but it has occurred to me that this May-July period 

may well correspond to the chaos experienced by the Germans following D-Day, and with Germany 

surrendering Paris on Aug 25, this may explain the transition to Berlin.  All of the examples in my Census 
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of these covers dated after the July 5, 1944 date show no evidence of German censorship, which makes 

sense as the Allied forces would control Paris after the Aug 25 date, and the Allied censorship – if any – 

for this Red Cross Mail would be done by the US or Allied censorship office in Paris – or would simply 

assume that the censorship done in NY was sufficient and send the letters on to Geneva. 

  

During 1943, it appears that most of the German censorship of these letters was performed in Paris, but 

I do have several examples showing the censorship was done in Berlin. 

  

My questions are twofold: 

  

(1)    Can you provide any insight as to the significance of the “2500” marking? 
(2)    Was there ever any reason for Red Cross mails to be censored in Berlin, and if so, is there any 

information as to why or what dates such mail was sent to Berlin?  Would it have been ALL such mail, or 

simply some way of handling an overload of mail volume. 

  

I’ve include a lot of background, as it appears that this mail relating to the Mexico internee camps is not 

well documented in the literature, or at least I can’t find much.  I hope you can assist, and feel free to 

pass this query along to others in the group if you think they can help. 

  

Of secondary importance, I have a cover census for the mail form these two internment camps, with 

close to 140 covers identified.  This is the basis for some of the details mentioned above.  I am always 

looking for additional covers – their scans – for inclusion in the census so if you know of anyone in your 

group who might have these, please ask them to contact me. 

  

One last remark.  My compliments and thanks to whoever in the TRSG who scanned all the back issues 

of the Bulletin.  They look like a marvelous resource, at least for the few issues I downloaded and 

examined.  I hope to spend more time looking at them. 

  

Regards, 

  

Mike Ludeman 

  

mike@ludeman.net 

  

P O Box 2024 

Denton, TX 76202-2024 

  

(940) 566-1608   (Home) 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:mike@ludeman.net


 
 

1
2

 
 

The Scans of Mr. Jerry Crow 

 

One of our very esteemed members, Mr. Jerry Crow, has been kind enough to send us a lot of his 

material.  What a treat it has been to see all of this wonderful material!  What we have here is a very 

special collection of stamps, postcards, and other postal items from this very awful time in human 

history. 

Jerry, thank you so much for sending in your material.  You truly have brought a smile to my face and to 

the faces of all those collectors out there, I am sure.   

Enjoy the show! 
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Michigan stamp show find-front and back scan.  Berlin 19-8-42 cancel 

 

 



 
 

1
6

 

 

 

Another from recent Michigan stamp show--postcard scan front and back  canceled Dortmund 25-3-34- 
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Messerschmitt ME-109 postcard, with 

a Lockstedterlager (Holstein) cancel 

dated 27-7-40. 
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Another

-- front 

and 

back - 

Has a 

Dresden 

6-6-44 

(D-Day) 

cancel 
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  SOME VERY PRISTINE CANCELLATIONS, ALL ON ONE ENVELOPE! 
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A Very Special LARGE Feldpost Cover 

By Larry Nelson 

 

 

 

 

Chris: 

 Attached is a scan of Feldpost cover that was mailed on March 28, 1945 to Feldpost number 03105 

which was part of the 1st Panzer Division. At that time the letter was written, they were trying to break 

the siege of Budapest. When that failed, they retreated to Austria and finally surrendered to the 

Americans in southern Bavaria on May 8, 1945. However, what is most interesting about this cover is 

shown in the signed "Expertise" form the Arbeitsgemeinschaft(ARGE) Deutsche Feldpost 1939-1945 

e.V., the German Feldpost study organization. Briefly the story is that this cover, as well as many 

others, were in the Hamburg postal system but could not be delivered because of the war conditions. 

After the war, British censorship took over such mail. Since much of this mail could not be delivered, it 

was destroyed. However, about 1000 of such covers were stolen and opened to check for valuables. 

Note the rough opening on this cover. They were then hidden in the roof of the Graf Goltz barracks in 

Hamburg and discovered in 1979 during a renovation project. After unsuccessfully trying to deliver this 

mail, the Hamburg Postfund gave the covers to the ARGE who then gave them, free of charge, to its 

members with the Expertise. For more information about this subject, Myron Fox has written an article 

about his ARGE cover in the the July, 1994 TRSG Bulletin, page 16. Hope all is well.  

Larry Nelson  
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 Dear Mr. Kolker: 

Thought this might be of interest to the membership - if you think it is appropriate to pass on 
plse do so. Thanks much in advance. Kees Adema 
 

 

My new book The Paper Trail, written with co-author Jeffrey Groeneveld, is now in print. At 700 pages 

and almost 7 pounds it is a rather substantial volume. The base price is £ 70.- (£ 63.- for members of 

the Royal Philatelic Society London).  

We have arranged for a bulk shipment to the USA which reduces the shipping cost from the UK 

substantially compared to individual orders on line. Including shipping or delivery within the USA the 

price of the book is $ 120.- ($ 110.- for RPSL members). The authors do not derive any financial benefit 

from the sale of the book as all proceeds go to the Royal, a registered charity in the UK.   

The shipment is currently on its way and should arrive in Connecticut in the next week or so. Orders can 

be placed with me via email. 

I have attached a translation of the first review (Association Internationale des Journalistes Philatélique) 

and the book’s contents which show that the book is more than a philatelic treatise. 

By writing about the ugliness of war it hopes to make a statement about the need for peace. 

Kees Adema 
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THE PAPER TRAIL 

WORLD WAR II IN HOLLAND AND ITS COLONIES AS SEEN THROUGH 
MAIL AND DOCUMENTS 

 

Kees Adema RDP FRPSL 
Jeffrey Groeneveld 

In February of 2018 the Royal Philatelic Society 

London (RPSL) published this 700-page book about Holland 

and its colonies during World War II. In it the authors tell the 

story of the war from a social-philatelic perspective using 

covers, letters, pictures and documents. With the help of 

numerous collectors, organisations and museums the book 

has become a unique document with many accounts not 

generally known and hundreds of illustrations.  

This hardbound and full colour edition can be purchased online 

via the RPSL website (http://www.rpsl.org.uk/publications.asp).  

       

 Members RSPL:£ 63.00     

    Non-members:£ 70.00  

       excl. postage 

& packing) 

 

 

  

 

http://www.rpsl.org.uk/publications.asp
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THE PAPER TRAIL 

WORLD WAR II IN HOLLAND AND ITS COLONIES  

AS SEEN THROUGH MAIL AND DOCUMENTS 

INTRODUCTION  

FOREWORD 

PREFACE KEES ADEMA 

PREFACE JEFFRY GROENEVELD 

PROLOGUE 

CHAPTER 1 – PRELUDE TO WAR IN HOLLAND  

 

                        1.1 Fall Weiss: German Attack on Poland 

                        1.2 The Free City of Danzig and ABP Königsberg 

                        1.3 The First Dutch Casualties  

                        1.4 Operation Weserübung: German Occupation of Denmark 

and                               Norway 

                        1.5 Dutch Mobilisation 

  1.6 Field Post 

  1.7 Gathering Clouds and Warning Signs Missed 

                        1.8 Notes 

  1.9 Postal Rates 

 

 CHAPTER 2– FALL GELB: BATTLE OF HOLLAND  

 

                    2.1 Effect of Invasion on Domestic Mail 

                        2.2 Government Mail 

                        2.3 Dutch Surrender 

   2.3.1 The Bombing of Rotterdam: epilogue 

  2.4 Incoming German Mail 

  2.5 A New Wind is Blowing from the East  

  2.6 Pigeon Perils   

  2.7 Wife of the Exiled Emperor 

                        2.8 Terschelling Sealed Off 

  2.9 Queen Wilhelmina 

  2.10 The Fishermen from IJmuiden   

  2.11 Notes 

  2.12 Postal Rates 

 

CHAPTER 3 – SEVERED CONNECTIONS  

 

  3.1 WITHIN EUROPE (1940) 
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                      3.1.1 Germany 

                         3.1.2 Sudetenland 

                         3.1.3 Great Britain 

                         3.1.4 Denmark 

                         3.1.5 Neutral Sweden and Switzerland 

                         3.1.6 Belgium 

                         3.1.7 Estonia 

                         3.1.8 Liechtenstein 

                         3.1.9 Romania 

                         3.1.10 France 

   3.1.11 Restoration of International Surface Mail 

                        3.2 BETWEEN HOLLAND AND THE COLONIES (1940) 

                         3.2.1 Last KLM Connection 

                         3.2.2 Airmail and Surface Mail Halted 

                         3.2.3 Curaçao 

                         3.2.4 Suriname 

                       3.3 NON-EUROPEAN COUNTRIES (1940)                            

                         3.3.1 USA Surface Mail 

                         3.3.2 Transatlantic Flights Halted  

                         3.3.3 KLM Flights from Middle East  

                         3.3.4 China                         

  3.4 NEW DEVELOPMENTS IN EUROPE  

                         3.4.1 The Balkans 

                         3.4.2 Operation Barbarossa: Attack on the Soviet Union and    

 the Baltic States 

   3.4.3 German Postal Bans 

                        3.5 Notes 

  3.6 Postal Rates 

 

CHAPTER 4 – THE USA ENTERS THE WAR  

 

                        4.1 Pre-Pearl Harbor 

  4.2 Pan Am’s Flying Clipper Boats 

  4.3 Forty Minutes to Pearl: Pan Am’s Anzac Clipper 

  4.4 Consequences of Pearl Harbor in the Pacific and the Dutch East   

 Indies 

                        4.5 Consequences of Pearl Harbor in the Atlantic 

  4.6 Switzerland – Surface and Air 

                        4.7 Broken Connection with South America 

  4.8 Dutch East Indies – USA 

  4.9 Curaçao to USA  

                        4.10 Mail to and from Java 

   4.10.1 West Africa to Java 

   4.10.2 Curaçao to Java 
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   4.10.3 Australia to Java  

   4.10.4 Java to Japan 

  4.11 Allied Invasion of Italy 

  4.12 Notes  

  4.13 Postal Rates 

 

 

 

 

CHAPTER 5 – DELAYED DELIVERY 

 

  5.1 Surface Mail Service between Holland and the Dutch East Indies          

Restored by Ship via Italy                       

  5.2 Surface Mail Service between Holland and the Dutch East Indies          

via Trans-Siberian and Trans-Manchurian Railways 

   5.2.1 Surface Postcard Mail: the Asscher-Heymans Story 

   5.2.2 Surface Letter Mail 

  5.3 The Railway Option via China 

  5.4 Other Delayed Connections to and from Holland 

   5.4.1 Holland – USA, Delayed in Great Britain  

  5.4.2 Paramaribo – Maastricht 

   5.4.3 Amsterdam – Manila – Singapore 

  5.5 Airmail to and from the Dutch East Indies 

   5.5.1 The Lydda Connection 

   5.5.2 The China Connection 

                         5.5.3 The Horseshoe Route 

   5.5.4 Airmail to Baghdad, Train to Switzerland 

                        5.6 Mail from or via France Delayed Eight Years  

  5.7A Braille Rara Avis 

  5.8 The Sinking of the SS Groningen IV 

5.9 Notes 

5.10 Postal Rates  

 

CHAPTER 6 - UNDERCOVER ADDRESSES AND POST OFFICE BOXES 

 

  6.1 Europe 

  6.2 To and from the Dutch East Indies 

  6.3 South America and USA 

  6.4 Notes 

  6.5 Postal Rates  

 

CHAPTER 7 - JEWISH ESCAPE ROUTE VIA HOLLAND AND THOSE WHO                   

STAYED BEHIND 

 

  7.1 The Escape Route via Holland 
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  7.2 The Voyage of the Damned 

  7.3 The Identity Card 

  7.4 The Jewish Advisory Council 

  7.5 Israel and Sara 

  7.6 Bartering Lives for Money 

  7.7 Confiscation of Jewish-owned Assets 

  7.8 Gibraltar Camp, Jamaica 

  7.9 The Royal Netherlands Brigade Princess Irene 

  7.10 Notes  

  7.11 Postal Rates 

   

 

 

CHAPTER 8 – REFUGEE CAMPS AND GHETTOS  

   

  8.1 Refugee Centres 

  8.2 Central Refugee Camp Westerbork 

  8.3 Anti-Jewish measures 

  8.4 Ghettos  

   8.4.1 Litzmannstadt 

   8.4.2 Theresienstadt 

   8.4.3 Izbica 

  8.5 Notes 

  8.6 Postal Rates 

   

CHAPTER 9 - CAMPS IN HOLLAND 

   

  9.1 Westerbork Transit Camp 

   9.1.1 Hans Calmeyer, Good or Bad? 

   9.1.2 The Story of Alexander and Lotte Holländer  

  9.2 Camp Amersfoort 

  9.3 Camp Vught 

   9.3.1 The Bunker Tragedy 

  9.4 Notes 

  9.5 Postal Rates 

     

CHAPTER 10 - GERMAN INTERNEES IN DUTCH CAMPS 

 

  10.1 The Dutch East Indies 

   10.1.1 The Van Imhoff disaster 

   10.1.2 Connections Severed 

  10.2 The Dutch Antilles 

   10.2.1 The Cabo de Hornos at Camp Suffisant 

  10.3 Suriname 

  10.4 Notes 
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  10.5 Postal Rates  

 

CHAPTER 11 - HOSTAGES AND PRISONERS 

 

  11.1 Hostages 

   11.1.1 Nelissen  

  11.2 The “Oranje Hotel”  

   11.2.1 The Frans van Beveren Story 

  11.3 Notes 

  11.4 Postal Rates   

 

CHAPTER 12 – PRISONERS OF WAR, FORCED LABOURERS AND      

       INTERNEES 

  12.1 Stammlager and Offizierlager  

   12.1.1 Special Postage Stamps Voor Krijgsgevangenen 

  12.2 Forced Labour Camps 

   12.2.1 Dutch Postal Workers in Germany 

  12.3 Concentration and Extermination camps 

   12.3.1 A “Postal Worker” in Dachau 

  12.4 Return to Holland 

  12.5 Notes 

  12.6 Postal Rates 

   

CHAPTER 13 - JAPANESE CAMPS  

 

  13.1 Background 

  13.2 Family Separations 

  13.3 Transfers 

  13.4 Foreign Mail to Camps on Java 

  13.5 The Thai-Burma Railway 

  13.6 Hell Ships and Camps in Japan 
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19.02.2018 - Adema & Groeneveld: The Paper Trail 

(RPSL/RvS-AIJP) ‘The Paper Trail: World War II in Holland and its Colonies as Seen through Mail and 

Documents’, written by Kees Adema RDP FRPSL and Jeffrey Groeneveld tells the story of the postal 

history of Holland and its Colonies during World War II in a fresh and compelling way. The book is not 

intended to cover historical or philatelic ground that has already been well trodden, but to weave 

together the evidence of mail and other documents – letters, cards, diaries, cards, photographs, personal 

memorabilia and the like – into a distinctive narrative. The focus is on the lives and experiences of 

ordinary people, individually and collectively, and the impact upon them of occupation, unprovoked and 

accidental bombing, famine (at times), and in many cases persecution, forcible removal and, at worst, 

extermination in the concentration camps. The authors have drawn material both from their own 

extensive collections and also from other collectors and institutions who have generously shared their 

holdings. A myriad of correspondence has been unearthed from family records and, through this book, 

brought to a wider public for the first time. 

The war in Europe profoundly affected the Dutch people in many ways. Less familiar to many is the 

experience of the Dutch East Indies, which was occupied by the Japanese for over three years and 

endured horrendous suffering. (The Dutch Colonies in the western hemisphere, Suriname and the 

Antilles, were not occupied and are therefore only lightly touched upon in this account.)  

The authors’ approach is broadly chronological – starting with the events leading up to war, the severing 

of postal connections within and beyond Europe, the entry into the war of the USA, the refugee camps 

and the ghettos, censorship and control over mail by the occupying powers, and later liberation and 

eventual adjustment to post-war conditions..  

Kees Adema and Jeffrey Groeneveld, both members of the Dutch Academy for philately, are ideally 

equipped to undertake a project on this scale. Kees has four books to his credit, including the “Times of 

Turmoil” trilogy on the Napoleonic Wars, for which he received the Society’s Crawford Medal, and has 

written countless articles on postal history. Jeffrey Groeneveld has written extensively about World War 

II, is a contributing columnist to the Dutch monthly Filatelie, and, as does Kees, regularly gives 

presentations about the subject. World War II is very personal to both authors. While Kees’s family 

lived in Arnhem during Operation Market Garden, Jeffrey’s was in the Dutch East Indies during the 

Japanese occupation. Their family backgrounds add a strong element of poignancy to their story, which 

will not escape the reader.  

Published by the Royal Philatelic Society London, February 2018. 702p. ISBN 978-Q-900631-92-4. 

American letter size hardback with dust jacket. Price £70 retail, £63 to members plus packing and 

shipping.  

The Paper Trail will be officially presented on 30 March at the Regional Meeting of the Royal 

Philatelic Society of London (RPSL) in the Netherlands ('De Mammoet', Calslaan 101, 2801 

Gouda, from 13 until 16 h.). Co-author Kees Adema (who lives in the United States) will be 

present at this event. 
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     A Collecting Challenge  

The German Occupation of Zante Postal Emissions 
October 21, 1943 to October 29, 1941 

 
Historical Background 

 
The German Armed Forces in the Balkans and Greece faced serious resource issues in August and 
September 1943 if Italy decided to surrender to the Allies. On September 24, 1943 Field Marshall 
Freiherr von Weichs stated very strongly that the shortage of resources of all types and the scope of 
the task to defend the Balkans and surrounding islands must be considerably reduced. He regarded 
Greece and the greater part of the Greek sea area to be only as an outpost. The Commander in Chief 
of the German Naval Forces supported this position indicating the eastern most islands in the 
Mediterranean were valueless.  Dismissing any thoughts regarding a lack of resources, Hitler as 
Commander-in-Chief, opposed such strategic thinking. On October 1, 1943 the directive for the future 
defense in Italy, the Balkans which included Greece, the Ionian Islands such as Corfu, Cephalonia, and 
Zante along with the easternmost Aegean Islands of Scarpanto, Milos, Cos, Leros, Samos, Chios, 
Mytliene, and Lemnos was issued. There was to be no retreat from the current occupied areas. This 
directive set the stage for the eventual occupation of Zante when Italy surrendered to the Allies. (1) 
 
On October 2, 1943 the German armed forces led by Captain Leuth quickly pacified the island in 
contrast to the serious resistance to the German takeover that occurred on other Ionian Islands.(2)  On 
October 20, 1943 a directive was issued and signed by Captain Leuth, Island Commander, Athanassius 
Markettos, Prefect Commissioner, and Lukas Carros, the Island mayor, that stated: 
 
“Considering that since the overthrow of the Italian authorities on Zante, no Greek postage stamps 
have been received for the use of postal services of the island and that those issued by the Italian 
occupation of the Ionian Islands are still in use and with the verbal authorization of the Commanding 
German Forces for the overprinting by a special commemorative marking of the said postage stamps of 
the Italian occupation.  
 
We decide that all postage stamps now in the hands of the Post Office of Zante and the public Treasury 
of Zante with the overprint Isole Jonie be overprinted with a special stamp having in a frame the “Ellas” 
and underneath the date “2.X.43”, the day when the Greek national flag unfolded again on the 
Prefecture building of Zante”. (2)  Thus the Zante issue of October 21, 1943 came into existence.  
 
Footnotes:  
(1) Warlimont, General Walter; Inside Hitler’s Headquarters 1939-1945 
(2) Constantinis, Moses C.; Secretary of the Hellenic Philatelic Society, Ionian Islands: Italian Overprints of Greek Stamps during the Period 

of Italian Occupation 1941-1943. English translation of directive issued on October 20, 1943.  
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The Collecting Challenges 

 
For many years thereafter the Greek philatelic societies refused to recognize the Zante overprints as 
being legal postal issues.  Likewise, the stamps themselves according the late P.J. Drossos were never 
popular in Greece for obvious reasons as the Italian-German World War II Occupation period during the 
years 1941-1944 was very tragic.(3)  Eventually, in later years, the Greek catalogs such a Vlastos, listed 
the Zante overprint issue.  
 
The German Michel Specialized catalog over the years did list the six overprinted values and the two 
unissued values as being used or available for postal purposes even though their postal validity was of 
short duration.  In recent years more overprint placement varieties are now noted in the Michel German 
Specialized catalog.  All of these recently listed varieties are rare. 
 
Overprint Quantities as Listed in the 2017 Michel Specialized Catalog: 
1. Mi #Ia  circa 1,000  
2. Mi #1b   circa 500 
3. Mi #1-3I  -  15,000 
4. Mi #1-2II -   3,000 
5. Mi #3II    -    2,000 
The above listed overprinted quantities are considerable to be reliable.  The amount still in existence is 
considerably less due to wartime and postwar conditions in Greece.  The 1953 devastating earthquake 
that struck the island in 1953 probably destroyed any remaining stamps held in the island governmental 
files or held in private island hands.  
 
The short postal validity period also creates problems related to actual postal usage.  There are in 
existence genuine overprints, properly cancelled with the correct postal fee on letters that are 
considered to be hand carried to the mainland rather than going through the postal system. There is 
one my collection, although, one point could to certain characteristics that would indicate that it did go 
through the postal system.  
 
Excellent (dangerous) forgeries do exist.  It is important that all of the Zante overprints be expertized. 
Overprints on any Italian “Isole Jonie” Occupation values other than those listed above are forgeries. 
There is also a forged Zante type overprint on a German Hitler definitive issue value.  
 
Although there is much more commentary that could be made on this issue I think it is best to look at 
the collection on the next pages relating to the collecting challenges that exist for this World War II 
occupation postal issue.  
 
(3) Mazower, Mark; Inside Hitler’s Greece – The Experience of Occupation 1941-1944 

 

Gerald O. Zedlitz 
March 31, 2018 
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Afpelbaum recently auctioned off this postcard, and it got me looking into the most famous of 
diplomatic blunders.  History Today wrote this excellent suumary of that conference.  Enjoy! 

 
 

 

From left 
to right: Chamberlain, Daladier, Hitler, Mussolini, and Ciano pictured before signing the Munich 
Agreement, which gave the Sudetenland to Germany. 

 
 
 
Hitler had previously started rearming Germany in defiance of the Treaty of 
Versailles, reoccupied the Rhineland in 1936 and annexed Austria in 1938. He 
was now determined to seize the Sudetenland, which was in Czechoslovakia 
but had a substantial German population and important industrial resources. 
It was clear he would do so by force if he had to and that the Czechs by 
themselves had not the faintest hope of resisting him. He had told his generals 
in May that he intended ‘to smash Czechoslovakia by military action in the 
near future’, though some of his confidants got the impression that at this 
point he did not want a general war. 

Chamberlain had gone to Germany twice in September to discuss the situation 
with Hitler, at Berchtesgaden and then at Bad Godesberg, where Hitler 
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demanded not only the prompt German annexation of the Sudetenland but 
that all the Germans elsewhere in Czechoslovakia should be allowed to join the 
Third Reich. On the 20th he told the Hungarian prime minister that he was 
sure the British and the French would do nothing effective, and he was right. 

Like almost everyone in Europe, including most Germans, Chamberlain 
thought that practically anything was preferable to a repeat of the war of 1914-
18. He misunderstood Hitler, who he believed could be appeased by suitable 
concessions and neither he nor the French saw good reason for a war to 
preserve Czechoslovakia, which had only been created in 1918. At the same 
time, if the quest for peace failed, Britain needed to buy time in which to 
rearm, though this inevitably meant giving Germany more time to continue 
rearming as well. 

No Czech representative was invited to the conference. Chamberlain had asked 
for the Czech ambassador to Berlin to come to Munich as an adviser, but he 
was not allowed in the same room as Hitler. On the night of September 28th a 
Czech government statement agreed to cede Czech territory where 50 per cent 
or more of the population were German, but protested against the demand for 
a plebiscite in areas without a German majority. 

At Munich Hitler gained what he wanted – the domination of Central Europe 
– and German troops marched into the Sudetenland on the night of October 
1st. The day before, the Czech government had accepted the Munich pact. 
General Sirovy, the Czech premier, told his people on the radio that he had 
experienced the most tragic moment of his life: ‘I am fulfilling the most painful 
duty which can ever have fallen upon me, a duty which is worse than dying ... 
the forces arrayed against us oblige us to recognize their superiority and act 
accordingly.’ In Germany, Josef Goebbels said: ‘We have all walked on a thin 
tightrope over a dizzy abyss ... The world is filled with a frenzy of joy. 
Germany’s prestige has grown enormously. Now we are really a world power 
again.’ 

As part of the Munich agreement all predominantly German territory in 
Czechoslovakia was to be handed over by October 10th. Poland and Hungary 
occupied other parts of the country and after a few months Czechoslovakia 
ceased to exist and what was left of Slovakia became a German puppet state. 

When Chamberlain left Munich, Hitler reportedly said, ‘if ever that silly old 
man comes interfering here again with his umbrella, I’ll kick him downstairs’. 
However, the French and British premiers had flown home in triumph to 
tumultuous welcomes from their peoples, who felt huge relief that another 
European war had been avoided. Chamberlain went straight to Buckingham 



 
 

6
2

 
Palace where he appeared on the balcony with George VI and Queen Elizabeth 
to the plaudits of the crowd below and then to Downing Street, where he told 
the admiring throng, ‘I believe it is peace for our time’. This soon proved to be 
one of history’s most celebrated misjudgments. 
Source: www.historytoday/richard-cavendish/munich-conference 
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      Trivia 

 

The last issue was the first issue that I didn't have any errors or inconsistencies with the trivia 

questions.  Perhaps that means I'm finally getting the hang of it; at least a little bit. 

Maybe I'm getting soft, but I'm going a little bit easy on you all this time.  Here are more trivia 

questions about World War II, ones that I believe are going to make you feel a lot better about 

yourself. 

 

1. What two Far-Eastern nations were involved in armed conflict before World War II broke 

out? 

2. What is considered the longest continuous campaign (i.e. Battle) of World War II? 

3. What was the first Nazi concentration camp? 

4. What country sent troops to help Germany in its attack on the Soviet Union, calling those 

troops the Azul division? 

5. What was the largest battleship of World War II? 

6. What battle had the largest number of tanks engaged in World War II history? 

7. Who had Mussolini arrested in 1943? 

8. What was the codename the Nazis used for a planned invasion of Great Britain? 

9. What German battleship sunk the British battle cruiser the HMS Hood? 

10. What general surrendered Singapore to the Japanese army? 

11. How many Japanese planes were used in the attack on Pearl Harbor (to the nearest 20)? 

12. To the nearest five, how many Japanese planes were lost during the attack on Pearl 

Harbor? 

13. To the nearest 10, how many Japanese were killed during the attack on Pearl Harbor? 

14. The nearest 100 how many Americans were killed in the attack on Pearl Harbor? 
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1. China and Japan. As many know, Japan had already invaded Manchuria prior to the onset 

of World War II. China spent most of World War II fighting off the Japanese as best as 

possible, while dealing with their own civil war. 

2. The Battle of the Atlantic. Considered by most historians to be one continuous campaign for 

the control the Atlantic, this started with the onset of the war 1939 continued in some fashion 

all the way until early 1945. 

3. Dachau.  The facility had already had been a munitions factory prior to World War II, and 

was felt by the Nazis to be ready-made for a concentration camp. It is believed that over 

30,000 people died there, although different sources give widely different numbers. 

4. Spain. Because of the fastest tendencies of Francisco Franco, this division was sent to help 

fascist Germany fight communist Russia. 

5. The Musashi. This was the largest battleship ever made it was designed to counteract the 

fact that the Americans had more battleships. It had a sister ship, the Yamato, which was 

almost as big.  The Musashi was sunk in the Battle of Leyte Gulf in October 1944, highlighting 

the Japanese flaw in their naval strategies.  It was found underwater by billionaire Paul Allen in 

2015. 

6.  The Battle of Kursk. Over 6000 tanks were used, and this was the battle that helped stop 

German expansion in the East.  Fought in the summer of 1943, it represented the first time that 

the Soviets could stop German advances in the summer, and proved to be the German’s last 

best chance for advancement on the Eastern Front 

7. King Victor Emmanuelle the third. The Allied invasion of Italy, the grand Council of passes 

and had voted to not support Mussolini's policies any longer. Kane then took it upon himself to 

have Mussolini arrested. It should be known that he was only briefly detained for two weeks 

before German commandoes freed Mussolini and put him back in power. However, because of 

the Allied advancement, Mussolini had to know that his end was near and he is ultimately 

executed by his own people. 

8. Operation Sea Lion. It is thought to started with the battle of Britain when it seemed for a 

while that the invasion was a very likely event. 

9. The Bismarck. This German battleship was then 

hunted all over the north Atlantic by scores of 

British ships, until planes from the HMS Ark Royal 

crippled her on May 26, 1941.  She was ultimately 

sunk about 300 miles west of the French coast on 

May 27, 1941, as part of the Battle of the Atlantic.  

10. Lieut. Gen. Arthur Ernest Percival. This was 

considered to be the largest capitulation of British 
   THE BISMARCK IN 1940 
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soldiers in the history of its Empire. This surrender 

of about 80,000 troops on February 15, 1942 was 

called by Churchill the “worst disaster” in British military 

history. 

11. 353 planes. 

12. 29 planes lost. 

13. 64 Japanese were killed. 

14. 2403 Americans were killed, while 1178 

Americans were wounded. 

 

How did you do? If you have any questions, comments, or concerns, please let me know at 

ctkolker@mail.com or at: 

 

Chris Kolker 

25 Parkwoods Drive 

Norwich, CT 06360 

 

 I would love to hear from you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  PERCIVAL SURRENDERING SINGAPORE 

IN 1942 
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For Sale 

 

We do have a few items for sale: 

 

Mail Surveillance under the Third Reich by R.J. Houston.  35 pages. $15. 

 

German Feldpost Operations in the West 1940-1944 by John Painter. 2004. 60 

total pages. $20. 

 

The War of the Springing Tiger by Jeffrey Markem, about Azad Hind stamps and 

the fight for India’s Independence. $10. 

 

Composition Listing of Organic German Military Units, 1980. $15. 

 

Each of these are expertly written, filled with details that obviously took scores of 

hours to research.  All proceeds go only to Third Reich Study Group.  It is first 

come /first come serve, and if we get down to one copy, I will get more printed 

(but that could delay shipping by a week or so if it happens). 

 

E-mail me at ctkolker@mail.com or write to: Christopher Kolker, 25 Parkwoods 

Drive, Norwich, CT 06360, for orders or for questions. 

 

Thanks!!!! 

 

 

mailto:ctkolker@mail.com
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