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WELCOME!
Another great issue! This is
our Publicity issue, as we

Inside:

discuss inside creating a
new, revised study guide

Where do we go from here?

and a new brochure for our

group. Add in Jerry Crow’s
A vision for the future is outlined in this issue.
scans, tons of reader’s

A Study Guide for the TRSG
The old study guide, published here, contains an incredible amount of information. But it
is a bit dated, and we need your help with your comments and ideas as to what should
stay, and what should go.

comments, Danzig, a list of
future goals for the group,
trivia, and lots for sale, and
you have hours of great
reading ahead.

The Scans of Jerry Crow
More great postal covers for your enjoyment!

Enjoy!

Our Own Propaganda
A prototype brochure that can be downloaded and distributed by you, our members
wherever the world of philately takes you. Let me know what you think of this brochure.

Danzig
More readers’ rare material from the Danzig journal of days gone by.

Please send your comments,
articles, and answers to

Trivia!

ctkolker@mail.com Or 25

It ain’t easy this time around!

Parkwoods Drive, Norwich,
CT 06360.
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(Editor’s note: The following was sent to the Germany Philately Society as part of the report the we submit yearly to them so that they can see
how we are doing)

Third Reich Study Group Accomplishments and Goals
July 2018

Christopher Kolker MD

The previous year has been a big and busy one for the Third Reich Study group. We have added 20-25 new members, while
losing only a couple, usually due to age. We have also accomplished our biggest goal ahead your schedule: nearly every single
bulletin that has ever been written by the Third Reich Study Group is now online at www.trsg-usa.com. Starting from 1969 to
the present day, that includes over 200 issues. For those keeping track, that’s about 5500 pages. Because of the time and labor
that has been invested, over the last 3 to 4 weeks I can simply taking a little time off from such endeavors in order to rest up to
begin our next goals.

However, that does not mean to say that we stop the momentum. Below is a list of our goals.
1. We are in the midst of creating a new study manual for new members and even existing members who may be unfamiliar
with some of the more basic materials of our topic and discipline. This will be taken extensively from one written 25 years ago by
the former editors. While expertly written, that one needs to be updated with new information and color pictures and graphics.
Furthermore, needs to be available online or in print. This would be something to help attract new members who want to know
more, but really need an easily readable digestible amount of information so that they feel that they gain some understanding
as to the topic.

2. A Third Reich Study Group brochure will be made. In our present issue of the Bulletin, we have a prototype of a simple
brochure. It has essentially six sides over one piece of paper, with basic information about our group, contact information, a
disclaimer about politics that is unfortunately needed in this time and age, and a list of topics often discussed. Once approved by
the group, this would be available online, and I will encourage anybody and everybody going to any kind of stamp show to bring
this with them. They can simply leave it at the appropriate table, or better, yet, use it as a conversation piece. I'm going to
great lengths to make this brochure as politically neutral as I can so as not to appear offensive in any way.

3. Now that we have over 5000 pages of material, this will need to be indexed. Some of our older members have mentioned to
me possessing a comprehensive index. If it is usable, we are hoping that it will presented to us in a way that is usable and can be
put online. If not, some of the bulletins do have partial indexes which will be put in a format that can be available online right
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away. Then, slowly over time everything will be more comprehensively indexed. The comprehensive nature of 5500 pages
makes this an undertaking that is a year or two in length.

4. I've been approached by members of the old Post-World War II Study Group to make their material on-line as well. I have
agreed to do this and will start in the fall. It will be a separate website; probably a simpler website than the TRSG website,
where the information is available for those who would like to access it. Obviously, this group's information we need to be
indexed as well, but that would only be done after the Third Reich Study Group Bulletin is indexed.

5. The Danzig Study Group also approached me with the same kind of request. I've decided their request can go last for the
simple reason is that it is available online at www.Danzig.org. But, that is not necessarily a philately site, and it would ultimately
behoove us to have it under the umbrella of the Germany Philately Society. But because of the availability, I think it does have
right now the lowest priority. I would like to see that ultimately scanned and indexed.
6. In order to keep interest in scholarship high, I contacted the Spellman Museum of Stamps and Postal History to see if they
would let us go through some of their more unusual and rare items pertaining to our subject material. (I do have contacts there).
It is my hope that they are looking to do this let me take pictures of some of the more interesting findings in their collection. This
would be a great thing to share to those in the group. I would encourage a day where members of our group might meet, but
the reality is we are scattered over the country, with the vast majority unable to make any kind of meeting. This would provide a
new and fresh perspective on the postal history of the WWII era.
7. I hope in our October issue to provide some information about online advertising. This simply represents the future of
philately. Interest in our topic is definitely there worldwide: many online auction houses do very good business, and frankly, our
topic is one of the more sought-after areas for collectors buying online. It is just that these collectors don’t join the group,
especially when they never heard of our group.
We can begin to change that. By doing some targeted online advertising, it is my hope that just by spending a little bit of money,
we can vastly improve our membership ranks.

Sincerely,

Christopher Kolker, MD
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Dear Valued Members:

As was mentioned in our last Study Group Bulletin, one of the projects that we are working on is getting new, introductory
reading materials for would-be new members.

This seems particularly important because one of the main reasons that many people don't want to join a society such as ours is
because Third Reich philately can be a very daunting subject. Most stamp collectors don't read German, and even those that do
may not understand all the markings, stamps and philatelic material that make up the subject matter of our study group.

So, in order to make things easier, it has been proposed that we have some reading material that goes over the very basics of
what collectors in this field look for. What does Feldpost mean? What is a Kenn number? What are some of these censorship
markings? How do you know if something is worth anything at all?

Below is a study guide that has been used in the past, but seemingly discarded as of late. I put it in for your consideration for two
reasons. Number one, I want to see if members now can also learn from the study guide. Number two, I would like comments
on whether we think how this particular study guide should be changed or not.

Enjoyed reading the study guide. Be sure to contact me at ctkolker@mail.com about any opinions or information that you think
would be useful. With your comments and input, we can make a new and improved study guide for the 21st Century for
potential new members.

Sincerely,

Your Humble Editor
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A Great Item For Sale!!!
Propaganda leaflets of WWII Selling Vol 1 – 7 of Flugblatt Propaganda im 2. Weltkrieg by Klaus Kirchner.
FLUGBLATTPROPAGANDA IM 2.WELTKREIG published by Staatsbibliothek Preussicher Kulturbesitz (illustrated
catalogue of Kirchner exhibition). Vol 1: leaflets from England 1939/1940/1941; Vol 2 leaflets from Germany
1939/40; Vol 3 Leaflets from France 1939/40; Vol 4 Leaflets from England G-1942; Vol 5 Leaflets from England G1943, G-1944; Vol 6 Leaflets from USA 1943/1944; Vol 7 Leaflets from England and USA 1944/45
From Library of ‘Gil’ Gilhousen – each volume is large format (8.5 x 12”) and 1 to 2 lbs. Asking for all 7 vols. Price
$245. Contact rudi.anders@iphouse.com or 612-721-7316

A Question for a member:
Bryan Hamill wrote:
Hello! I found this at a military flea market.... It looks like a plate of this stamp:
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Do you know anything about stamp printing plates? I wonder if it's real?

Do you know how to tell?

An Answer:

Greetings Bryan,
As you probably know, this is Michel #694 vs Mi 701 (which has extra verbiage - "Reichparteitagg..." However, both were
created via Rastertiefdruck = photogravure. I'm going to add a scan of a description of the process. Michel catalog describes
this as a process whereby acid is used in a process and a copper plate is etched and the etching causes the surface to be
lower and that's where the color goes. The literature talks about a printing cylinder - I'm not sure what that looked
like. Since I don't know what your object looks like - i.e. is it a metal? or a film? But what makes me suspicious is that it
appears to have perforations all around. As you probably know, the stamps are printed, then cut into sheets -10 x 5 = 50
stamps and finally they are perforated. So a plate would not have any sort of sign of perforation. I wonder if the object a
photo/negative of the stamp?
The Germany Philatelic Society (GPS) Third Reich Study group which might have encountered this sort of object before. I'll
forward your question to the head of that group and see what he has to say. If you have interest in this kind of material for
historical research, etc. -- I'd suggest joining them and getting their bulletin.
Cordially yours,
Rudi Anders, President GPS
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Another Question:
Hello Dr Kolker,
I recently visited and enjoyed the new Third Reich Study Group website. While not my principle area of interest (Colonies and Offices Abroad), I do collect
German postal stationery in general and anything that may become of interest to me.
One of those topics of interest are the Eilnachrichtenkarten and Eilauftragskarten. However, I am not aware of a good reference
source for this topic. Can you refer me to one? Any help would be appreciated.
In addition, please place me on any e-mail notification list that may exist.
Thank you,
Gary Kadau
GPS # 8822

I think we've had articles about this in the German Postal Specialist - I'll also check with someone who's written something on this
topic - Cheer - Rudi Anders, Pres. GPS
On 5/4/2018 6:50 AM, Lawrence Mead wrote:

Of possible help might be the Michel Ganzache catalog.
Lawrence R. Mead
Professor Emeritus of Physics and Astronomy
USM

Some info in T.R.S.G. Bulletin #'s 7, 67, 107, 163 & 171. Hope this helps.
(From lubecollector@aol.com)

Hello Chris & All,
A few of years ago I bought Hanspeter Frech's new (2014) book '1933-1945 Philatelistisch-Historisches
Ganzsachen-Handbuch Des "Dritten Reiches". It has sections on: Eilauftragskarten & Eilnachrichtendienst, Eilnachrichtenkarten
fur Soldaten, Eilnachrichtenkarten in B u M & Eilnachrichtenkarten Zivilbevolkerung. The main drawback for me was that it is in
the German language but with patience - and a good on-line interpreter, it works well. A review appeared in the Third Reich Study
Group's News Sheet (UK) in September 2015. I have attached a pdf file of the book review.
Cheers,
Bob Jones - editor of the Third Reich Study Group (UK)

Editor’s note: See the scan below!!

Send us your book reviews to ctkolker@mail.com,
and show the world what you are reading!!!!
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Another source is Hanspeter Frech’s Phiatelistisch-historisches Ganzsachen-Handbuch des “Dritten Reiches” (2014).
Benjamin R. Beede
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About the website:
Good job, thx. On your “links” tab you might add the following:
http://www.axishistory.com/axis-nations/germany-a-austria/heer/383-germany-military-other/feldpost/8994-feldpostnumbers
It is one set of pages on the axishistory.com site (which has an incredible amount of information about almost anything in
Europe during that period) that lists all of the feldpost numbers. It is a whole lot easier to use than the Himmelblau volumes
which are heavy and require re-entering the german into Google for a translation. Just copy/paste into Google and you got it.

And:
Here is another cool site that I somehow stumbled upon while I was fooling around with all of my Graf Spee stuff and the
commerce raiders. I am pretty well done with the speed but need more commerce raiders:
http://www.warcovers.dk/greenland/wbs.htm
-Clark Lee
Editor: I will get that done after I publish the next issue!

Articles, Scans, Questions, and Comments!!

We need all of these from you to keep our great Bulletin alive and
vibrant!

Show us what you got, what you know, or what you would like to
know. You are the lifeblood of our great study group!
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Perote Covers

Per your request in the TRSG Bulletin, attached are two Perote covers from my collection. I
do not know anything about the "2500" marking, except that I doubt that it relates to
censorship. Regarding why some covers are censored in Berlin, that was where most airmail
to or through Germany was censored. Also, note that by August 1944 the Paris censorship
office was closed. Here are 3 articles on this subject: (1) "The Enigma of Estacion
Magradoria Perote Mexico 1942-1945", Civil Censorship Study Group Bulletin August 1988,
at 100 (shows 6 covers), (2) Military Postal History Society Bulletin, "Internment in Mexico...",
Winter 2000, at 16 (1 cover), (3) "Internment Camp, Perote, Vera Cruze, Mexico", The Israel
Philatelist August 2010, at 136 (2 covers). I hope this helps.
-Larry Nelson

Editor’s Note : Please see the following two pages:
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Feldpost Covers for Sale!!!!

I recently acquired some field post covers from a European collection. There are 6 fieldpost
covers, post marked in Holland, to various places and 1 cover for the Brandenburg Division
(October 1943) when it was located in southern France/Italy. All of the covers are mounted
with German informational descriptions. These covers do not fit within my 18th Army Fieldpost
Collection.
Also, I have several 16th Army Registered Fieldpost covers with written descriptions that are
outside of my collecting parameters. If you know of anyone who is interested in these
items/areas please pass on my name and e-mail address. I can send scans.
Regards
Jerry Zedlitz

Editor’s note: Please see the following two pages.

Do you have something for sale? Just send a
description, a scan, or a photo of it to me, your
humble Editor at ctkolker@mail.com, and I will
make sure you get the publicity you deserve!!!!
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A Little Publicity

Looking back in the TRSG journals of old, I have to admit I am very envious. It seems that people would
naturally contact the editors wanting to become members. The editors used to list pages of new
members in almost every issue. I still have some that do that, but it’s not like the old days.
Now we have to go out and get those members. That’s too bad, because we have a darn good group.
Collectively, you have an incredible wealth of knowledge. We have a great on-line library, and if I may
say so myself, a pretty good journal. Members help each other with their questions, and that’s what
makes this group worth fighting for.
But we need publicity. In the coming months I will discuss with you options that we might have to
publicize on the web, but today, I am going a little old school. I printed a simple brochure I wrote.
Please take a look. See if you agree with it; see if you think it can be effective. If it passes muster in
your opinion, let me know. If you think changes should be made, let me know. Contact me at
ctkolker@mail.com or at my address if you want to write me a letter.
The spacing on the brochure might be a bit off. Don't worry about that right now. Once we have the
content approved, I will work with the margins to make sure that it folds nicely. For now, what I want
to know from each of you is that is this a good brochure.
The idea is that this be put on the website. Any time any of you go to a stamp convention or gettogether, I would ask you to print some out and leave them on the appropriate table. Slowly, we get
the word out.
Again, the main concern for me today is to let me know what you think. Good or bad, I need to know.
Let’s make a better group together.

-Your Editor
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Our Study Guide
As most of you know, I have been stressing the need to have a study guide that can be used as an introductory
manual for new members. This manual needs to be something that is readable and understandable for someone
who, while may be very intelligent, is new to this particular area of philately. Our guide needs to be visually
appealing and in color; in this day and age, something eye-catching is absolutely needed so that the reader will
take time to actually investigate the contents of the material and the reason for our group.
On the next pages lie the old study guide. The scholarship is excellent, and the writing is good. However,
changes will have to be made. First, this older guide references people who are no longer living. The pictures are
not in color. And some aspects probably need re-writing, changing, or even deleting.
That's where you come in. I would like for each of you all to read the guide and give me specific comments
about what you would change about this document. Personally, I would like to shorten it up a bit. While our
predecessors did nothing wrong writing this manual, times have changed a bit, and you need a study guide that
reflects that. Sadly, in this day and age, not many people read 25-page documents.
One addition that is now essential is a disqualifier. In these politically charged times, anyone seeing information
about our group needs to be very aware that we do not espouse or endorse any of the ideas the Third Reich. A
firm and crystal-clear statement has become a must, and you can simply access the homepage for our website
to see how that can be done effectively in a non-intrusive manner.
Please send me your comments about what to add, change, modify, or simply delete to ctkolker@mail.com, or
you can write me at:
Christopher Kolker
25 Parkwoods Drive
Norwich, Connecticut 06360.

Please give me your comments; let's make this study guide the best in philately.

Your Editor,

Christopher Kolker
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Scan of front and one of only marking on back-a Bohemia-Moravia registered cover sent from Brunn (Brno) on
10-3-43 between lawyers. NSRB marking (NationalSozialistischerRechtswahrerbund) -or National Socialist's
Lawyers Association. One cancel on back is Berlin W62 11-3-43

Jerry Crow
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Scan of front and back of a registered cover sent from Hamburg 33 on 28-7-39 to Long Island, N.Y. Jerry Crow
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Another scan-front and back- This is postmarked Gotha 1 on 26-6-41 with a Flak company #19 marking on front
and Kanonier Otto Stuppi as the sender marked on back. Jerry Crow
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If you will recall, we have been publishing articles keeping alive the
memory and the scholarship of Danzig philately. The response has
certainly been positive.

In our last issue, we reprinted five very special contributions for readers
of the Danzig Report published in September of 1985.

This issue, we finish out that article with four more very special Danzig
pieces showcased. And remember, we would love to see your Danzig
articles, scans, photos or questions.

Enjoy!

55

56

57

58

Trivia

Over the last three months, one of the few topics I didn't hear anything about is the trivia. I am taking
that to mean that April’s trivia was both correct and appropriate. This time around, we have a real mix
of trivia: some it's pretty easy; some, not so much. But at the same time, trivia is one of those features
that no one can resist.

1. The Aunchluss, or Union, occurred in 1938 between which two countries?
2. Von Ribbentrop signed a non-aggression pact in 1939 between what two countries?
3. At the beginning of WW II in the Pacific theater, a contingent of US troops under Gen. MacArthur
was forced to surrender at what site?
4. The main battle rifle of the German army during the war was known as what?
5. What fighter plane from World War II has become the most produced fighter in history?
6. The German submarine that attempted to strangle supply lines to Britain during World War II was
called what?
7. The Battle of Leyte Gulf was a naval engagement during which larger battle?
8. What was the most famous German gun of World War II?
9. Who was a member of the Red Baron’s fighter squadron and commander of the Luftwaffe during
World War II?
10. The German invasion of the Soviet Union was brought about in order to fulfill which policy?
11 Alder Tag refers to what?
12. True or false: German infantry squads in general could put out a greater volume of firepower than
average Allied squad.
13. The Soviet encirclement of the German sixth army around Stalingrad in 1942 was known as what
operation?
14. Why are the participants in the Warsaw Uprising massacred?
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15. On the subject of Poland, what was the name of the major resistance movement against the Nazis
during WWII?
The Answers:

1. Germany and Austria
2. Germany and the Soviet Union
3. Bataan
4. K 98
5. The Messerschmidt 109
6. Unterseebooten
7. Guadacanal
8. The Flak36 88 mm
9. Hermann Goering
10. Lebensraum (Policy of gaining living space for the German people in order to further economic
expansion).
11. It was a massive opening strike on British airfields and radar stations.
12. True. German squads were equipped with MG 34 light machine guns and MG 40 heavy machine
guns which are belt fed. Germans also carry 50 and 81 mm mortars. The Allied squads carried either a
bren gun magazine fed or occasionally the Browning 30 caliber.
13 Operation Uranus
14.The Soviets had halted their advance back into Warsaw so unfortunately the master could take
place is thought the style of the novel potential opposition following the occupation, so we allow the
Germans to proceed with the massacre for ultimately taking the city
15. The Polish Home Army
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For Sale

We do have a few items for sale:

Mail Surveillance under the Third Reich by R.J. Houston. 35 pages. $15.

German Feldpost Operations in the West 1940-1944 by John Painter. 2004. 60 total
pages. $20.

The War of the Springing Tiger by Jeffrey Markem, about Azad Hind stamps and the fight
for India’s Independence. $10.

Composition Listing of Organic German Military Units, 1980. $15.

Each of these are expertly written, filled with details that obviously took scores of hours
to research. All proceeds go only to Third Reich Study Group. It is first come /first come
serve, and if we get down to one copy, I will get more printed (but that could delay
shipping by a week or so if it happens).
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And one more new item:
Propaganda leaflets of WWII Selling Vol 1 – 7 of Flugblatt Propaganda im 2. Weltkrieg by Klaus
Kirchner.
FLUGBLATTPROPAGANDA IM 2.WELTKREIG published by Staatsbibliothek Preussicher
Kulturbesitz (illustrated catalogue of Kirchner exhibition). Vol 1: leaflets from England
1939/1940/1941; Vol 2 leaflets from Germany 1939/40; Vol 3 Leaflets from France 1939/40; Vol 4
Leaflets from England G-1942; Vol 5 Leaflets from England G-1943, G-1944; Vol 6 Leaflets from USA
1943/1944; Vol 7 Leaflets from England and USA 1944/45
From Library of ‘Gil’ Gilhousen – each volume is large format (8.5 x 12”) and 1 to 2 lbs. Asking for all
7 vols. Price $245. Contact rudi.anders@iphouse.com or 612-721-7316

This last one is truly a one-of-a kind item, Take advantage of it. First come, first serve.
The price is very reasonable, and theseven volumes make for a very comprehensive
collection.

E-mail me at ctkolker@mail.com or write to: Christopher Kolker, 25 Parkwoods Drive,
Norwich, CT 06360, for orders or for questions.

Thanks!!!!
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