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Great Stuff Inside: 

 

A Question:  Phil Miller has a couple of 

recently-purchased great cards.  Can you 

be the one who knows why one of them 

has such a puzzling cancellation? 

Hitler Youth – Disturbing yet intriguing, 

we look at two stamps that 

commemorated this once-mandatory 

organization.  A detailed history of the 

group gives us its reasons for success and 

its results that lasted even beyond the 

war. 

The Channel Islands- Once more, the 

U.K.‘s Channel Islands Society wows us 

with some of their rare items put up for 

auction.  You have to see it to believe it. 

The Spanish on the Eastern Front- A 

propaganda card from David Mui’s 

collection serves as a history lesson for 

the volunteer and fierce Blue Division 

from Spain 

Plus, Danzig, AuctionWatch, and a 

Challenging Trivia! 

 

 

Help!  While my trip to the 

Great American Stamp 

Show was a resounding 

success in bringing more 

members to our group, it 

has depleted our funds.  

Help us out by donating on 

Paypal at our website, or by 

sending a check made out 

to Chris Kolker to 25 

Parkwoods Drive, Norwich, 

CT 06360. 

Thank you for your 

continued support.   You 

are what make our study 

group great! 

Calling for any and all 

articles!  Long or short, 

beginning stuff or the work 

of an expert.  We need 

them all.  Simply email me 

with your article, scan, or 

even idea to 

ctkolker@mail.com.  Keep 

calm and keep collecting!!! 

mailto:ctkolker@mail.com


Third Reich Study Group Bulletin Vol. LVII #225     3 | P a g e  
 

Table of Contents 

Editor’s Letter…………………………………………………………………………………4 

World War II Polish Legions by Phil Miller…………………………………….…5 

 

Stamps of the Third Reich by Christopher Kolker MD………………………10 

 

A Question by Phil Miller…………………………………………………………………15 

 

Channel Islands Specialists’ Society…………………………………………………17 

 

A Spanish Presence with David Mui…………………………………………………28 

 

Danzig…………………………………………………………………………………………….30 

 

AuctionWatch…………………………………………………………………………………47 

 

Trivia………………………………………………………………………………………………56 

 

For Sale………………………………………………………………………………………….67 

 

 

 

 

  



Third Reich Study Group Bulletin Vol. LVII #225     4 | P a g e  
 

To our Esteemed Readers:  

 

 Once more, we are very proud to be able to serve you with our latest edition of 

The Third Reich Study Group Bulletin. We certainly hope you enjoy this latest 

issue. 

We hope also that it reflects the energy, enthusiasm, and interest that our little 

study group has generated. At a recent trip to the APS’ Great American Stamp 

Show in Sacramento CA, I was inundated with questions about our group and its 

study guide. Imagine the surprise when I tell people our services are absolutely 

free, even though we encourage people to join the Germany Philatelic Society.  So 

many did out of gratitude.  

As our country endures difficult and divisive times, many people want to look 

back at different eras in history to find both the similarities and differences from 

our own times. Since Third Reich philately provides an ideal way to explore 

another divisive era, our voice needs to continue. 

But we do need your support.  We ask that you go to our website and click on the 

PayPal button to make a small donation. We are down to just a few hundred 

dollars in our bank account.  Considering the expensive task of keeping up 

websites and printing material, that’s not much. Keep in mind the entire cost of 

the trip to the Great American Stamp Show to promote the Third Reich Study 

Group was placed on me personally. All I ask is a small donation to help with some 

of the printing costs incurred for our group’s promotion during the exciting and 

fruitful trip. 

In the meantime, enjoy our latest journal. Even better, think about submitting 

your favorite cover, stamp, or story about what you enjoy most. Just contact me 

at ctkolker@mail.com to get started. I look forward to working with you getting to 

know you better and creating a wonderful piece of material with you. 

 

Sincerely, 

Christopher Kolker MD 

mailto:ctkolker@mail.com
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World War II Polish Legions 

Phil Miller 

 

There existed in Poland, as in every other region of Europe during the time of WW 
II, a distinct group that was ripe for volunteer or conscripted service within the 
Reich. This group was known as the Volksdeutsche. Volksdeutsche were historic 
ethnic enclaves beyond the German boarder that for political and traditional 
reasons were considered a part of greater Germany. It was from among these 
groups that the Germans first gathered volunteers from Poland. Although they 
are not technically thought of as Poles by the Germans, the ethnic German 
Volksdeutsche were in reality from Poland and can thus were seen as Polish 
volunteers. 
 
The first such instance of ethnic German Volksdeutsche from Poland being 
formed into units to support Germany was in September of 1939 with the attack 
on Poland. Upon the entrance of German troops into the regions of Western 
Poland, small groups of Volksdeutsche came together and formed local militia 
groups. These Volksdeutsche militia aided the German attack in many areas, 
shortly after the German Invasion. It was decided to reorganize the militia groups 
into Self-Protection units, otherwise known as Selbschutz.  

The Selbschutz was formed in the early days of the German attack on Poland from 
ethnic German-Poles in the regions of Western Poland. The Selbschutz came 
under the control of the SS, being organized into three regions. These were 
known as Südlicher Bereich, Mittlerer Bereich and Nördlicher Bereich. Each 
region was itself divided into districts known as Kreise – localities or Orts. The 
southern and central regions came under the direct control of the SS-Hauptamt, 
while the northern region came under the control of the RSHA (The Reich Security 
Main Office.  In German, it is the Reichssicherheitshauptamt.  

 

As September 1939 came to an end, the Selbschutz was reorganized and came 
under the operational control of the Ordungspolizei or Order Police. Throughout 
its existence, the Selbschutz was entrusted with various rear-area security and 
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support operations – and in many cases earned an infamous reputation. It is 
thought that a total of 45,000 ethnic German-Poles served in the Selbschutz, 
before it was ordered to be disbanded. 

Polish Police Volunteers 

Today it is stated that the Polish people did not collaborate with Nazi Germany 
and ethnic Poles were not admitted into the German forces. However, Polish 
volunteers were engaged within the Polish Police force for the General 
Gouvernment and helped guard the Warsaw ghetto, besides other sites.   

The only difference from other East European volunteers is that the Polish Police 
forces did not carry any “heavy” weapons – because they simply were not 
trusted. The collaboration of the Polish Police numbered around 20,000. Polish 
Policemen served with German forces and were employed with the Jewish 
Warsaw uprising in 1943.  

* Feldpost cover and card images: 

 

 
1) Feldpost from home to Polish volunteer with Luftwaffen-Bau-Bataillon 1/VIII, 
sent 25 
November 
1943 from 
Nakel / Netze, 
in northern 
occupied 
General 
Gouvernment. 
German 
“Geprüft” 
censor on 
cover. Franked 
with two 
German airmail 
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permit stamps on 
cover. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2) Feldpost 
from home to 
Polish 
volunteer with 
Ost Battalion 
629. Franked 
with 24 
Groschen 
General 
Gouvernment 

Back of the 

preceding 

airmail cover 

from 1943. 
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stamp on cover. Red Landpost cachet from the sub office at Tyrawa Woloska. 
Forwarded and mailed from the Sanok, Poland post office on 31 December 1942. 

 

3) Registered cover from Polish Police at Rybczewice to the commander of the 
Polish Police at Zolkiewce. Polish volunteer with the Polish Blue Police force in the 
General Gouvernment. Cover is franked because the Polish Blue Police did not 
have postage free privileges. The letter was sent from one police station 
addressed to the attention of the commander in charge at another one. The small 
boxed cancel is the usual Landpoststelle (postal help desk in rural areas) 
cancel.  Such a 
letter is 
extremely 
difficult to find. I 
have seen less 
than 10 pieces in 
about 20 years. 

 

 

 

 

Back of the preceding 

Landpost cover from 

late 1942 
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4) Twelve Groschen 
General 
Gouvernment 
stationery card 
mailed by Polish 
volunteer from Fp-

Nr 48172 A. Battalion 202 Security Brigade and deployed near Minsk. Addressed 
to Wallhaben and sent 9 February 1943. Card contents are in Polish. 

 

  

Polish Text of the postcard 

from 1943. Translation, 

anyone? 
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Stamps of the Third Reich 

By Christopher Kolker MD 

 

Our featured stamps are the July 25th, 1935 

stamps for the World Jamboree of Hitler youth. 

 

This stamp was designed by Karl Diebitsch of Munich. It’s perforated at 14. It has 

a photogravure printing on coated paper. Their watermarks are swastikas. The 

stamps were valid until December 31, 1936. 

 

Two stamps were printed:  A 6 Pfennig dark 

green and a 15 Pfennig deep claret stamp. 

These stamps portray a fanfare trumpeter of 

Jean book. The trumpets banner has the rune 

symbol of the Hitler youth. 

Each stamp has two variations. Some have 

vertical ribbing on the gum side, which means 

they have stripes going up and down on the 

gum side. Others have horizontal ribbing, with 

those stripes going across the stamps. 

This distinction may not be very important. The value of the horizontal versus 

vertical ribbing is the same.  

First day covers exist, but they’re very rare. A few specific cancellations do exist 

because these rallies were carried out in different 

places at different times all across Germany. A fairly 

famous cancellation in Offenburg, for their rally “SW 

work camp”, cancellations were made in red with a 

rubber stamp. 

A Common Hitler Youth 

cancellation from 1935 
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 A 193 6Hitler Youth rally cancellation, with the Hitler Youth emblem on the far right. 

 

 

These stamps are Michel 584 and 585, and Scott numbers 454 and 455. 

 

The Amtsblatt, Number 65: 

No. 250/1935 New Postage Stamps 

 

The German Reichspost will issue a limited quantity of 6 Pfennig and 15 Pfennig 

commemorative stamps, designed by the artist Karl Diebitsch of Munich on the 

occasion of the Hitler Youth World Jamboree.  

The design of the stamps shows a male Hitler youth blowing a bugle. The stamps 

are 23 by 27.32 millimeters in size and will be printed in photogravure on swastika 

watermarked paper. Their colors are similar to those of the corresponding 

definitive stamps. The illustrations above are magnified approximately 25% above 

the actual size of the stamps. The stamps will go on sale from post offices on July 

25th. The stamps can be used for overseas correspondence. The Reichspost 

directorates have received special delivery instructions. 

 

 

 

The most common cancellation 
from Hitler Youth 
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The History 

 

The Hitler Youth had a predictable 

growth over the years. It first began as a 

low level, even obscure, organization. 

Initially, in 1923, well before Hitler took 

power, the group consisted of widely 

scattered local organizations and had 

only about 1200 members. 

But as Hitler’s popularity grew, so did the 

organization. By 1932, still before Hitler took 

power, the Hitler Youth had 107,000 

members. By the time Hitler rose to power on 

a wave of fame and popularity in 1933, the 

group boasted 2,300,000 members. 

But as with so many other things, that was not 

enough for Hitler. In 1934 Hitler outlawed the 

Lutheran Youth Organization. He integrated 

that group into Hitler Youth, causing a 

600,000-member influx into his own group. 

Hitler did this in order to disrupt the Lutheran 

Church. He often had Hitler Youth meetings 

on Sunday morning with an expressed desire 

to disrupt Sunday morning gatherings of religious 

organizations. 

By 1936 Hitler Youth was the only youth group allowed, and was 5,000,000 

strong. Membership became compulsory. 

This meant that organizations from such groups as the Catholic Church, the Boy 

Scouts, and other Protestant denominations were also banned. But it doesn’t 

mean that the Hitler Youth organizers didn’t use some of the banned groups’ 

ideas. 

A Hitler Youth propaganda 
poster 

The Hitler Youth Flag 
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For instance, many of the activities and a lot of the structures superficially looked 

like the Boy Scouts. Activities that included fostering good citizenship were part of 

Hitler Youth. Obviously, what constituted good citizenship for Hitler Youth and 

the Boy Scouts would become very different.  

Early in its conception, the Hitler Youth movement emphasized sports. Its leaders 

believed that physical fitness was an absolute must to future development of 

good German youth, and wanted to encourage competition. Sports leagues for 

the youth became common throughout Germany. As previously discussed, many 

of these competitions occurred on Sunday morning, explicitly trying to disrupt 

church attendance. 

The Hitler Youth had three levels of young members: first, would be a Wolfling. 

This was considered to be an apprentice at 5 to 9 years of age 

Second would be Jungvolk, at 9 to 14 years of age, and third would be Hitler 

Jugend, which was 14 to 18 years of age. These kids would actually be considered 

members of the Nazi party, although at the lowest level. 

Predictably, during the next several years, Hitler Youth became more about 

military training and service and less about sports. By 1939, most of the games 

were stopped, and the Hitler Youth simply became a place of indoctrination and 

military training. Membership was still compulsory, and only a brave few resisted. 

Consequently, Hitler Youth was thought to be the most successful indoctrination 

movements of the entire Nazi party. 

By 1943 youth from 14 to 18 were being actively 

trained and sent to the eastern front. Most of these 

efforts turned out poorly, and massive casualties 

among the Hitler Youth were common. 

By 1945, desperate efforts were made to send as many 

youths as possible trying to stave off the Russian 

invasion. 

After the Allies took control of Germany, the Allied 

Control Council immediately abolished the Hitler 

Youth. It became a banned party under German 

criminal law.  The typical Hitler Youth uniform 
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Interestingly, even the leadership of the Hitler 

Youth only saw minimal penalties. Artur 

Axman, the Hitler Youth Adult leader from 

1940 to 1945, was tried during the Nuremberg 

trials and spent 39 months in jail, but that was 

the extent of the punishment doled out due to 

Hitler Youth activities. None of the youth, even 

those suspected of war crimes, were ever 

convicted or punished. After the war, no 

attempts were ever made by German society 

to blacklist those in the Hitler Youth. 

Membership had been mandatory, and it was 

quietly assumed that leadership in all political 

parties and all facets of society were once 

members. 
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A Question 

Phil Miller 

 

Phil writes- 

I recently obtained these two Feldpost Legion items at auction. Your thoughts 
on both? Do these look good to you? 
 
The French Legion cover is from the Peter Klüttermann auction.  
 

The Polish card is from 
the Peter Harlos 
auction. Why is there a 
Feldpost cancel on the 
Polish card? Perhaps 
this was a German 
Feldpost transit cancel? 
 
Any feedback with your 
comments would be 
very welcome. 
 

 

 

 

 

  



Third Reich Study Group Bulletin Vol. LVII #225     16 | P a g e  
 

The Eisbärblock auf Umschlagvordruck is a nice French Legion Feldpost cover. 
Sent from the 638th infantry regiment (Fp-Nr. 03856) to Reims, France. This is a 
nice addition to my WW2 foreign volunteer collection. 
 
The Polish card is more puzzling. Sent from the 15th Polish Legion that were 
fighting against the German invasion. Sent from Kielce to Kožmin, Poland 22 
September 1939. Text in Polish. Why is there a mute German Feldpost cancel on 
this card? Could this be a transit cancel from German occupied Poland? Or has 
someone "doctored" this Polish card? 
 
 

Phil subsequently writes: 
 
I found a link for Poles conscripted into the German Wehrmacht during WW2: 
 
https://www.axishistory.com/books/137-germany-military-other/foreign-volunteers/5406-poles-
conscripted-into-the-wehrmacht 
 
This is from that link (Editor): 
 

In total up to 500,000 Poles served in the Wehrmacht during WW2. Most of them 
were from the areas of Poland incorporated by the III Reich in October of 1939 (so 
called Neue Ostgebiete - Provinz Oberschlesien, Reichsgau Danzig-Westpreussen, 
Reichsgau Wartheland, Bezirk Bialystok), the remaining ones were from the areas 
of Poland captured in 1941 (Reichskomissariat Ostland, Reichskomissariat 
Ukraine), from the Generalgouvernement (GG) and from all other areas. Poles 
from the incorporated areas - especially those who signed the Volksliste (and 
most of them on these areas did it, from practical reasons - to survive) were 
obliged to fulfil military duty in the German army in the same way as German 
citizens. 

  

https://deref-mail.com/mail/client/HL3Y3YDuZH4/dereferrer/?redirectUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.axishistory.com%2Fbooks%2F137-germany-military-other%2Fforeign-volunteers%2F5406-poles-conscripted-into-the-wehrmacht
https://deref-mail.com/mail/client/HL3Y3YDuZH4/dereferrer/?redirectUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.axishistory.com%2Fbooks%2F137-germany-military-other%2Fforeign-volunteers%2F5406-poles-conscripted-into-the-wehrmacht
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CHANNEL ISLANDS SPECIALISTS’ SOCIETY  

 

Founded 1950  

Date: July 27, 2022 

Press Contact: Steve Wells Press & Advertising Officer 

 

A.G.M. July 9, 2022 

Some 23 members attended the 72nd Annual General Meeting of the Channel Islands Specialists’ Society 

on 9th July in London (U.K.) including four via Zoom.  

The A.G.M. saw the President, Gerald Marriner, stand down: he was replaced by David Laurillard. 

Chairman David Winnie also stood down before being re-elected. The remainder of the committee were 

re-elected en bloc. Membership Secretary, Mark Bailey, reported that the society had 235 members as of 

June 2022. 

An 83-lot room auction was held. Just over 50% were sold. Lot 21, a Centenary bisect on a commercial 

cover sent in February 1941 to the Controller of Elizabeth College in Guernsey with a fine SARK 

datestamp, offered at £20 sold for £40; Lot 26, a 1942 parcel tag with 8 Jersey 1d Arms stamps, offered at 

£12 sold for £42. 

Retiring President Gerald Marriner gave a presentation on the 1943 Jersey Views stamps, including 

essays, proofs and corner blocks of stamps. 

Displays followed before the meeting closed. Roger Harris showed an original negative envelope 

annotated ‘Channel Islands surrender – British Isles all are now free May 8, 1945’ that he had acquired at 

an auction. It contained the official photographs taken by U.S. Army Signal Corps photographer George 

Holt of the German surrender negotiations on the 8th and 9th May 1945 on board H.M.S. Bulldog. 

 

C.I.S.S. Forward Programme 2022 

September 24 Members’ Meeting 15, Abchurch Lane, London (U.K.) 

Further information about the C.I.S.S. may be obtained from the website: https://www.ciss.uk/ 

The Study of Stamps, Postal History and Postcards of the Channel Islands 

__________________________________________________________________________  

https://www.ciss.uk/
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A corner block of six 1943 Views ½d stamps from Gerald Marriner's presentation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New C.I.S.S. President David 

Laurillard (left) pictured with 

retiring President Gerald Marriner. 

(Photograph: Richard Flemming). 
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A Spanish Presence 

Brought to us by David Mui 

Text by Christopher Kolker 

 

The Spanish Division, also known as the 

Blue ( Azul) division,  was a group of 

Spanish volunteers first brought 

together by spanish dictator Francisco 

Franco to aid the Nazis in attacking the 

Soviet Union.  A fervent anti-communist, 

Franco welcomed those who would 

organize and fight any Communists 

anywhere. 

Although maintaining official neutrality 

duing World War II, Franco did play a 

large role in organizing these volunteers.  

Since he was neutral, the members had to be volunteers outside the Spanish 

armed forces.  Up to 47,000 heeded the call to go fight the Russians in 1941, and 

they were shipped by train to the Eastern Front. 
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They were named the Blue Division because while in Spain, they could not wear 

any color that resembled the Spanish armed forces, or it might look like a breach 

of neutrality.   

However, once out of Spain,  the volunteers had to take the oath of Hitler, and 

were issued standeard miltary garb, as portrayed on these propaganda cards. 

The Spainiards participated in the Seige of Leningrad.  They came to prominence 

in the Battle of Krasny-Bor, just outside of Leningrad.  There, the Soviets tried to 

push out of Leningrad, along its main road to Moscow.  The Spaniards fought 

valiantly, and despite facing a force seven times the manpower, did not retreat 

from their positions.  The result was a Russian retreat,a dn the seizge continued 

on for another year. 

Hitler said. “ ...the Spaniards have never yielded an inch of ground. One can't 

imagine more fearless fellows. They scarcely take cover. They flout death. I know, 

in any case, that our men are always glad to have Spaniards as neighbors in their 

sector.” 

By late 1943, times were beginning to change.  Political pressure by the resurgent 

Allies, along with continuous moral pressure of the Catholic Church, finally 

persuaded the Spanish government to order a withdrawal of all Spanish forces on 

November 3, 1943. 

The Blue Division’s final losses were 4954 dead, 8700 wounded and 372 taken 

prisoner.  Of these, 286 were held until 1954!  However, they inflicted 49,300 

casualties on the Red Army.  

A small war memorial remains at a cemetery in Madrid: 
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AuctionWatch 

 

Coming from the Great American Stamp Show in Sacramento, CA, I saw first-hand 

that interest remains high in high-quality stamps, and prices remain firm.  With 

that said, we will survey a broad cross-section of WWII-era stamps and covers, 

noting some of the more successful recent on-line auctions. 

Note:  1 Euro = 1.01 American dollars. 

 

From Dr. Reinhard Fischer Auktions 

 

 

 
Souvenir sheets issue \"Red Cross\" on the occasion of foreign Red Cross 

Delegations in the hood Theresienstadt, number 307, black, in perfect 

condition mint never hinged, expertise Robert Brunel VP (2022) : \"the 

condition is perfect. \", Michel 700.- Start Bid €500 - SOLD for €950.00 

Note: The auction house noted that two years ago, they obtained one like this 

for 700 Euros. 
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1, 50 Fr. Dark red brown with overprint \"fortress 
Lorient\" in the vertical pair with variety \"missing 
overprint on of the lower stamp\", in perfect condition 
mint never hinged, these pairs \"with and without 
overprint\" are by fortress Lorient very rare and at the 
denomination value to 1, 50 Fr. Despite intensely 
research only in at present four copies known! The 
proof of these pieces leads now in addition to it, that 
this variety to the submission to the Michel catalogue 
to the cataloging proposed becomes, anyway a very 
rare pair! Expertized BPP and photo expertized by 
Lothar Herbst VP (2016) : \"the condition is perfect. 
Due to the small issue from only 1.800 stamps are 
these stamps rare. By of this stamp are me so far 
only four vertical such pairs with of this variety 
known. Stamps pairs with and without overprint are 
therefore extremely rare. 

 

Start Bid €900/ SOLD for €860.00 

 
 

 

1942, U boat arm, \"the triumphant flags 
and standards of the German Armed 
Forces\", color propaganda card no. 20 to 
a draft from Gottfried Klein / Munich, from 
the central publishing house of the 
NSDAP, French rather successor, Gmb H, 
Munich, franked, special cancel \"Hagen 
(Westf) 29.3.1942 6. Day of the Armed 
Forces\", unmailed, good condition. 

Start Bid €50/ SOLD for €60.00 
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1940, colored song picture postcard 
\"Horst Wessel Song\", with back 
illustration \"Notes, beside marching 
soldiers and swastika flag\", unused, 
very rare card, in perfect condition, 
RRR! The hammer price in our 185. 
Auction for a qualitatively equivalent 
piece was 340 Euro (an auction last 
year- Editor) 

Start Bid €300 - SOLD for €320.00 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

12 Pfg+8 Pfg \"7. Tyrolean state shooting\", 
proof in black bluish green, on pieces of a 
presentation cardboards, numeral of value 
and inscription alien from the issued stamp, 
not by Michel indicates, very rare, photo 
expertized H. D. Schlegel BPP 

Start Bid €700 
SOLD for €700.00 
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42 Pfg+108 Pfg \"Brown Ribbon 1939\", variety \"on greenish paper\", in 

perfect condition mint never hinged, from right margin of sheet with row 

number \"37, 50\", unsigned, this stamp was only inside a curve erroneously 

at the post-office counter in Kiel sold, one of the large rarities of the German 

Reich, photo-expertized. H. D. Schlegel BPP: \"the condition is perfect. \", 

Michel 3.800. 

 Start Bid €1000/SOLD for €1,000.00 

 

 

6 Pfg \"Day of the Postage 
Stamp 1942\" on greenish 
paper, in perfect condition mint 
never hinged, expertized 
Schlegel BPP and photo 
expertized Dr. Oechsner BPP: 
\"in perfect quality. \", Michel 
2.500.- (811I) 

Start Bid €750/SOLD for 

€1,200.00 
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8 Pfg+12 Pfg \"comradeship block\", color-proof print in olive green with line 
perforation as single copy, in perfect condition mint never hinged, photo 
expertized by Georg Buehler (1976), Michel undervalued, are hardly ever 
offered! (774P) 

Start Bid €350/SOLD for €520.00 
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Souvenir sheets issue \"10 years German help in need\", used \"LORCH 
(WÜRTT) 30.6.35\"; full original format and except for two small tiny stain 
spots in perfect condition, unsigned, photo expertized by A. Schlegel BPP 
(2000): \"the condition is perfect. \" (still without tiny stain spots), Michel 
12,000.- - in total nevertheless an above average received piece of this 
difficult issue! 

Start Bid €2500/SOLD for €2,800.00 
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Gert Muller Auctions: 
 
 
 
 
King George VI. With overprint "WORLD-

SLAVERY", fresh colors and in perfect 

condition mint never hinged, as issued 

without gum the edition amounted to be on 

only approximate 30 piece. Photo-expertized 

"perfect" Pieles BPP.  

Start Bid €600/SOLD for €500.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 P. With overprint "TRINIDAD", neat 
cancelled, photo-expertized Pieles BPP. 
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And I just had to show you this one!  If you can afford it, let me know.  You are 
my new best friend: 
 

The First Day Cover world rarity: postal stamps 1943, 21 different values, 
fresh colors and in perfect condition on sensational First Day Cover with clean 
first day postmark "ZARA 9.10.43. ". Included are also the top rare pieces to 
2, 55 liras in type I with plate flaw V (edition 20 pieces), 3, 70 liras (edition 800 
piece), 10 liras in type II (edition 428 pieces), 20 liras (edition 71 piece), 25 
liras (edition 32 pieces!!) and 50 liras (edition 47 pieces!!). Especially the 
values to 25 liras and 50 liras become even as normal examples pretty much 
never offered and to class among the large rarities of this area. This First Day 
Cover places one of the largest rarities of the German philately world. Unique! 
Photo certificates Alberto Diena (1964) and Robert Brunel (2021). 
 
Offered at 100,000 euros.  No one bid on it. 
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"UJ-14011", rare registered cover this very small swimming naval combat unit 
with clear Feldpost cancel "army postal service a633 15.4.41" (field post office 
278) of the APM AOK 7, stations at the port from Bordeaux on military navy 
envelope with letter cancel "free by exemption providing franking privilege 
REICH" to Kiel with arrival postmark. In the cover is left above colorless the 
word "war navy" engraved. Rare! 
Start Bid €150 
SOLD for €150.00 
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Trivia 
 

 

 

1. Which of these terms/events is the ODD one out? 

 

 Ariernachweis. 

 Kristallnacht. 

 Spetsnaz. 

 Einsatzgruppen. 

 

2. What did the Wannsee Conference do? 

 

 It discussed the non-aggression pact between Germany and Russia. 

 It coordinated the administration of the "Final Solution". 

 It formed the alliance between Germany and Italy. 

 It drew up plans to enable SS officers to flee to Argentina in the 

event of defeat. 

 

3. What was a Trümmerfrau? 

 

 A female Nazi Party Member that had given birth to MORE than 3 

male offspring. 

 The rank bestowed to the Nazi Leader for Women, Gertrud Scholtz-

Klink. 

 Brutal female SS Guards in charge of concentration camps. 

 A woman that cleared debris and rubble. 
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4. Complete this quote by Hitler. 

 

"If the French had marched into the Rhineland, ______________________". 

 

 we would have been forced to bomb Paris to rubble. 

 they would have lost the battle within a day, my superior German 

troops are greater than those of the Roman Empire. 

 it would have been the beginning of yet another catastrophic war 

that Germany would have easily lost. 

 we would have had to withdraw with our tails between our legs. 

 

5. What were the names of the foreign ministers that signed the 

non-aggression pact between Germany and Russia? 

 

 Heinz Guderian and Semyon Krivoshein. 

 None of these people were involved. 

 Friedrich Werner von der Schulenburg and Andrei Zhdanov. 

 Vyacheslav Molotov and Joachim von Ribbentrop. 

 

6. The Night of the Long Knives was designated "Operation 

_______________" ? 

 

 T4. 

 Purity. 

 Hummingbird. 

 Reinhard. 

 

7. The "Condor Legion" was responsible for the bombing of what 

Spanish town during the Spanish Civil War? 

 

 Guernica. 
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 Madrid. 

 Barcelona. 

 Valencia. 

 

8. Even though the name of the Pole Witold Pilecki is not exactly 

well known outside Poland, he did end up in the history books. 

 

What was his claim to fame? 

 

 He attempted to kill Hitler with a bomb hidden inside a Munich beer 

hall on 8 November, 1939. 

 He was responsible for the assassination of SS officer, Reinhard 

Heydrich, in Czechoslovakia in 1942. 

 He was the ONLY person to escape from Auschwitz. 

 He volunteered to be imprisoned in the Auschwitz. 

 

9. What town (or city) was subjected to severe reprisals when Nazi 

SS henchman, Reinhard Heydrich, was assassinated in 

Czechoslovakia in 1942? 

 

 Brno. 

 Lidice. 

 Prague. 

 Most. 

 

10. The Sachsenhausen concentration camp was located north of 

Berlin and was considered to be a training camp for SS officers. 

 

It claimed fame for "Operation Bernhard". 

 

What was produced at the camp as a result of Operation Bernhard? 
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 The V1 and V2 rockets. 

 Bricks. 

 Counterfeit money. 

 Atomic weapon research 
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Answers 

 

1. Which of these terms/events is the ODD one out? 

 

Answer: Spetsnaz. 

 

A bit of a trick question here. "Kristallnacht", "Einsatzgruppen" and 

"Ariernachweis" were all associated with Nazi Germany. The Spetsnaz is the name 

of the Russian Special Forces that was formed after World War II. 

 

The "Kristallnacht" took place on the 9th and 10th of November, 1938 (and in 

some areas continued for about 3-4 days). It was a synchronized attack on the 

Jewish people and their property. By the end of the night hundreds of Jewish 

businesses and synagogues were destroyed, 91 Jews were murdered and 

thousands were arrested and sent to concentration camps. The event became 

known as the "Night of Broken Glass" or "Kristallnacht" because of the massive 

amounts of broken glass that littered the streets. 

 

The "Einsatzgruppen" were SS death squads that took part in the killings of Jews 

and others. The "Einsatzgruppen" followed the forward troops in the invasion of 

the Soviet Union and systematically killed the Jews. 

 

The "Ariernachweis" was a certificate of "Aryan" origin. It was usually based on 

certificates of baptism, though of course problems arose if there was any 

illegitimacy in a family. 
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2. What did the Wannsee Conference do? 

 

Answer: It coordinated the administration of the "Final Solution". 

 

Contrary to a widespread misconception found in some older, out-of-date history 

books, the Wannsee Conference did *not* take any policy decision. (The decision 

to exterminate the Jews had already been taken some time between September 

and December, 1941, and the Holocaust had already started). 

 

The Wannsee Conference was a quite short, brisk meeting that lasted only 85 

minutes and was held on 20 January, 1942). It was held in an SS villa in Wannsee, 

in S.W. Berlin and attended by 15 high ranking Nazis, but not by the actual Nazi 

leadership. 

 

The meeting was chaired by Heydrich, and Eichmann took the minutes with their 

notorious references to "the Final Solution of the Jewish Question". 

 

3. What was a Trümmerfrau? 

 

Answer: A woman that cleared debris and rubble. 

 

A Trümmerfrau was a woman that helped to clear the rubble from bombed 

buildings in the aftermath of the war. The name translates to: ruin, or rubble, 

women. Up to 50,000 women were drafted into the Trümmerfrau. The Allies again 

employed Trümmerfrauen. (In 1945 in the British Zone they were paid three (pre-

decimal) pence (3d) an hour at the then current rate of exchange, but they and 

their children were also given free meals). 
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Gertrud Scholtz-Klink's title was Reichfrauenführerin (RFF) or National Women's 

Leader. 

 

4. Complete this quote by Hitler. "If the French had marched into the 

Rhineland, ______________________". 

 

Answer: we would have had to withdraw with our tails between our legs. 

 

The failure of France to take positive action against the remilitarization of the 

Rhineland in 1936 was to only encourage Hitler in following years. Ultimately, the 

occupation had been a test to see how France would react. As a result of French 

inactivity, Hitler's confidence was surged to new heights. 

 

 

5. What were the names of the foreign ministers that signed the non-

aggression pact between Germany and Russia? 

 

Answer: Vyacheslav Molotov and Joachim von Ribbentrop. 

 

Dubbed the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact, the Nazi-Soviet non-aggression pact was 

signed in August 1939. 

 

Vyacheslav Molotov was the Soviet Foreign Minister (1939-49). 

 

Joachim von Ribbentrop was the German Foreign Minister (1938-45). He was 

executed for war crimes at Nuremberg. 

 

Semyon Krivoshein was a Soviet tank commander. 

 

Heinz Guderian was a German general. 
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Friedrich Werner von der Schulenburg was the last German ambassador in the 

Soviet Union prior to the invasion. 

 

Andrei Zhdanov was a Communist politician. 

 

6. The Night of the Long Knives was designated "Operation _______________" ? 

 

Answer: Hummingbird. 

 

Operation T4 was the notorious euthanasia program to rid the Third Reich of the 

mentally ill and other "incurably ill" citizens, including the elderly. Hitler signed 

the orders on September 20, 1939. 

 

Operation Reinhard was the name given to the plan to kill the Polish Jews. Over 2 

million Jews died as a result of this Operation. (In all, about 2.9 million Polish Jews 

out of a total prewar Polish Jewish population of about 3.3 million were killed). 

 

 

7. The "Condor Legion" was responsible for the bombing of what Spanish 

town during the Spanish Civil War? 

 

Answer: Guernica. 

 

On 26 April, 1937 bombers of Hitler's "Condor Legion" turned the town of 

Guernica into rubble during the Spanish Civil War. During a two and a half hour 

raid the Spanish civilians got a taste of what other cities in Europe would get in 

later years. 

 

Pablo Picasso created a famous painting of the raid. 
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8. Even though the name of the Pole Witold Pilecki is not exactly well 

known outside Poland, he did end up in the history books. What was his 

claim to fame? 

 

Answer: He volunteered to be imprisoned in the Auschwitz. 

 

Polish hero, Witold Pilecki, volunteered to be imprisoned at Auschwitz and 

provided intelligence on the camp for the Polish Home Army and the Allies. He is 

the only person ever known to actually volunteer to go INTO Auschwitz. After 945 

days he managed to escape. Unfortunately, his reports were dismissed by the 

British government as exaggerated and implausible ... 

 

However Pilecki was not the only person to escape the barbed wire of Auschwitz. 

Female inmate, Mala Zimetbaum, and her lover, Edek Galinski, walked right out of 

the gates! Galinski wore a stolen SS uniform and escorted Zimetbaum through 

the gates. The plan worked, but was short-lived. They made it to a nearby village 

but a local resident became suspicious and they were recaptured. They both died 

for their efforts. 

 

Over 700 people managed to escape from Auschwitz, but the majority were soon 

recaptured. 

 

9. What town (or city) was subjected to severe reprisals when Nazi SS 

henchman, Reinhard Heydrich, was assassinated in Czechoslovakia in 1942? 

 

Answer: Lidice. 

 

The village of Lidice was subjected to reprisals on 10 June, 1942 for the 

assassination of Reinhard Heydrich. 
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Heydrich was badly wounded on 27 May, 1942 and died in hospital a week later 

as a result. 

 

Orders were issued by Himmler that all of the men were to be executed, the 

women shipped off to concentration camps and that the village be burned to the 

ground. Bulldozers then levelled what was left of the village, and the village 

effectively ceased to exist. 

 

A new village, of the same name, was later built after the war close to the original 

site. 

10. The Sachsenhausen concentration camp was located north of Berlin and 

was considered to be a training camp for SS officers. It claimed fame for 

"Operation Bernhard". What was produced at the camp as a result of 

Operation Bernhard? 

 

Answer: Counterfeit money. 

 

Operation Bernhard was a large counterfeiting operation, in fact, it was the 

largest. 

 

The Nazi in charge of the operation was SS-Sturmbannführer Bernhard Krueger. 

 

During the operation over £134,610,810 ($377 million in American terms) of 

American and British bank notes were produced by Jewish prisoners (trained in 

forgery by the SS). 

 

The fake notes are apparently the best reproductions ever made and practically 

impossible to distinguish from the real McCoy. 

 

The camp also had a shoe walking unit. The inmates were forced to walk around 
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all day in shoes to test the shoes for local manufacturers! The tracks the inmates 

had to walk on were made of various surfaces (sand, rubble, cement etc). 

 

Bricks were also produced at a nearby brick factory. Prisoners were supplied by 

the camp. 

(Taken from funtrivia.com) 
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For Sale 

 

We do have a few items for sale.   They have recently been rebounded and 

redone.  They look great and are definitely worth the price: 

 

Mail Surveillance under the Third Reich by R.J. Houston.  35 pages. $15. 

 

German Feldpost Operations in the West 1940-1944 by John Painter. 2004. 60 

total pages. $20. 

 

The War of the Springing Tiger by Jeffrey Markem, about Azad Hind stamps and 

the fight for India’s Independence. $10. 

 

Composition Listing of Organic German Military Units, 1980. $15. 

 

Each of these are expertly written, filled with details that obviously took scores of 

hours to research.  All proceeds go only to Third Reich Study Group.  It is first 

come /first come serve, and if we get down to one copy, I will get more printed 

(but that could delay shipping by a week or so if it happens). 

E-mail me at ctkolker@mail.com or write to: Christopher Kolker, 25 Parkwoods 

Drive, Norwich, CT 06360, for orders or questions. 

Thanks!!!! 
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